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The President’s Voice
“There are no short cuts to any place worth going.” Beverly Sills.

To my dear friends at Probus and beyond.
I want to congratulate everyone for surviving this horrible spring that we’ve had. I actually had the furnance
heat on last week and a few days later, I was tempted to put the air conditioning on.
What in the world is happening? Regardless of the weather, I admire watching my neighbours and friends
enjoying the outdoors and “pretending” that everything is OK. The first day of summer is just around the
corner and we’re bringing in the plants just in case there’s frost.
On a positive note, nothing seems to be stopping our club from having some awesome activities this spring.
The bus trip to Ottawa was a great success and the visit to the “War Museum” is highly recommended to be
visited by everyone.
The organized bus trip to the “musical”, “Come From Away” in Toronto was another fabulous and successful
trip. A few weeks ago, the organized visit to “Hoards Station” barn auction facility was a great attraction. What
a wonderful way to spend the day! From bus trips, to distant cities to local barns and restaurants, Probus
members are getting together for one reason only, “Friendship, Fellowship and Fun”. Our events committee
is always working hard on getting these trips organized and they work very hard to ensure that everything is
in place to make each event successful. Thanks to Val Pridmore, Hazel Farley and Lesia Karas for leading
the charge. Your help is so much appreciated.
The events don’t stop here. Our bi-annual Probus district celebration was also very successful this year. On
April 30th. Probus had their “Spring Fling” and it was held at the Trenton Air Force Base museum. Ted Barris,
a very dynamic speaker presented his story about his new book “The Dam Busters”. The museum was a
wonderful venue for this and 400 Probus members enjoyed a wonderful hot dinner. Once again, the event
was deemed a success!
I can’t stop reviewing our accomplishments but we need to look to the future. There are all sorts of events
planned for the summer - A trip to the “Primrose Donkey Sanctuary” in a few weeks. Our wonderful picnic is
planned for July 10th. Val Pridmore and other volunteers are getting this together. Note, we still need some
more volunteers! You see, the club’s success is based on volunteers helping out. If you or a group of you,
wish to help at the picnic, please let one of the executive members know, we would love to have more
volunteers.
In conclusion, I am encouraging all members to support our club on and off the field, as they say.
I’m finding so many people that have not even heard about Probus. Please take our “guest cards” and invite
a friend or a new member of the community to come and attend one of our meetings. I hope that “Friendship,
Fellowship and Fun” is extended to the community.
Thanks, Tom Terentiew.

SPEAKER - DR. RENE
VAN AKER
MEETING DATE
APRIL 10, 2019

Dr. Rene Van Aker, the Dean of the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph, spoke to
our Probus group in April on the topic, “ What Does the Future Hold for Agriculture
in Canada? ” The college is an important conduit for agriculture sector education
and research, and addresses two farming questions (1.) Where are we coming
from? and (2.) Where are we going to?
Agriculture has come a long way in the last century, which is really a short time in
farming, but there is no end to the progress that can be made. Many cultural
changes are happening around food, which means there are both opportunities and
tensions.
There are approximately 4000 students at the Ontario Agricultural College (O.A.C.)
interested in training in the agricultural field, but the number of those students who
will actually go into farming is declining. Many will go into related agricultural jobs,
so 4000 students is not really enough. We need to interest more youth in the
agricultural sector. This is a hard sell, as even with the recent progress made in
agriculture, there is also more risk in farming, less money yield, less number of
farms available since 1941, and often, less acres available per farm.
The nature of farming is that it is always subject to 'cost/price squeeze', with the
whole venture being a business/risk management venture for the farmers. There
are very few who operate like the family farms of the last century, where farmers
“made a living” from mixed farming.
There are approximately 200,000 farmers in Canada. In our highly industrialized
society, we have fewer farms, which are higher tech and more dependent on
machinery. Less than 10 % of the population produces 90 % of the available food.
This means our agricultural sector, where the average farmer's age is 55 years and
older, is highly susceptible to any problems which come along, including changing
climate, world markets, crop problems, and public opinion. Big challenges demand
big solutions, and the agricultural sector believes that farmers tend to be made and
we can encourage more young people to enter the field. Education can be a key,
along with diversity of voices (opinions), biological diversity and integration of
crops, and changing the relationship between farmers and the general public.

Recent changes to the Canada Food Guide, especially the ratio of dairy and protein
on the plate, have been driven by Health Canada, rather than by Agriculture Canada.
This hurts the farmers' case, who have little say in informing public opinion on the
food ratios. Even vegetarian, vegan and pet diets (and thus what people shop for),
have been affected. As a food wealthy society, we have 'power of choice' , and have
shifted from 'we need food and want enough to eat' , to the mind set of 'we can eat
what we want, and have what we want to eat'
(see Michael Pollan's book
Omnivore's Dilemna ). Food means something different now in this time period and
this is evidenced by the books and T.V. Shows, like Celebrity Chef, rather than
Celebrity Farmer !
Reality, for everyone, is how the world occurs to them, which is seen in publicity
campaigns such as “Farmers Feed Cities”, “Thank a Farmer Today”, or the publicity
about seed companies, such as Monsanto, and Bayer, and the controls happening in
the farming world. Money is poured into campaigns to 'educate' the consumer, but in
the end , people tend to believe what they want to believe, and the farmers are often
left quite in the background, and not seen as an important or necessary part of the
picture.
Dr. Van Aker believes that few people today think seriously about the farmer-food
connection, and where the food in the grocery stores comes from. Agriculture is NOT
optional- we all eat! Educating our young people to the facts about food and farming,
and the job options available in this sector in Canada is essential. There are many
new points of growth in the farming environment in the last 6 or 7 years, including
the expanding controlled hemp industry.
The challenge is translating that into action, and our speaker made it clear that there
is big growth happening in the agri-food sector, with four possible jobs existing for
every graduate from O.A.C. He showed a surprising snapshot of companies that
employ grads in the agricultural field, including the expanding craft beer market,
which has 486 companies in Ontario. Small or big, the agricultural world is playing a
more important role in the developing Ontario job market. It is Dr. Van Akers mission
to carry that news to the youth and their parents. “Farmers Matter!”

Submitted by Tim and Debbie Holt

SPEAKER(S) FOR MAY 8, 2019

JACK HOGARTH
CURVE LAKE RESERVE
AND SUBSTITUTE SPEAKER

WAYNE BUCK
MEMBER AND TRENT HILLS
COMMUNITY LAWYER (retired)

Wayne Buck
Jack Hogarth

On May 8th, Jack Hogarth, Cultural Archivist at the Curve Lake First Nation Cultural Centre, spoke
to our Probus group on the purpose of the centre, which is to maintain collections, which documents
preserve and describe the diversity among the Anishinaabe people in the region. Jack's job is to
ensure all artifacts, including documentation, are correct and reflect their culture. He was
recommended by several of our Probus members who have heard his presentations before,
including Paula and Wayne Buck.
Mr. Hogarth was late in arriving (due to being directed to the wrong church) so some interesting
background was presented by Alison Townsend, who recently purchased an 1869 Heritage farm in
Meyersburg owned by Will Scott and his brother. They inherited it from their father, the original
settler, and because it was one of the oldest farms in the area, many artifacts had been unearthed
over the years. Alison described seeing six quart baskets filled with stone arrowheads, axes,
tomahawks, skinning tools, and even a few pottery shards. Will Scott was in attendance, and told
how they had found a beautiful spear point upon turning over a huge rock, which they were moving
with a tractor. This made them wonder about the age of the ancient tools which they were
uncovering in their fields. Alison brought a number of samples from the collection, and club
members were thrilled to examine them.
The farm lies at the beginning of the Percy Portage, a traditional overland route for people traveling
between the Trent River and Rice Lake. This trail was used for thousands of years, which accounts
for the abundance and variety of items which have been found.
Upon selling the property, the question arose about what to do with these marvelous artifacts. It was
decided to donate them to the Seymour Heritage Society. This group later felt it was more
appropriate to turn them over to the Curve Lake Cultural Centre. This is how Jack Hogarth became
involved.
The Probus group appreciated Alison and Will sharing their information while we waited for Mr.
Hogarth. Club member Wayne Buck, a retired local lawyer, also helped fill in some time by talking
about wills and powers of attorney.
When Mr. Hogarth finally arrived, he gave us a brief but fascinating history of the relationship
between the Anishinaabe and the Huron people, and their rivals, the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois).
Around 1300 - 1400 AD, the Hurons came north of the Great Lakes seeking protection from the
aggressive Haudenosaunee.

The Anishinaabe are a group of culturally related indigenous people in North America, including the
Odawa, Saulteaux, Ojibwe, Mississaugas, Potawatomi, Oji-Cree, and Algonquin.
The Haudenosaunee or Iroquois are a historically powerful northeast Native American confederacy.
They were known during the colonial years to the French as the Iroquois league, and to the English as
the Six Nations, comprising the Mohawk, Onondaga, Oneida, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora.
The Anishinaabe were river people, while the Huron were farmers, so they made a “wampum”
agreement to share the land, and it worked for 300 years. Over time the Anishinaabe moved north to
the Sault Ste. Marie area. Later, about the period that the French and English began colonizing North
America, the Iroquois started attacking the Hurons again. The Anishinaabe war chiefs met and
decided to go to war to protect them. This began a 400 year conflict with the Iroquois, which is still
not totally resolved to this day. Mr. Hogarth mentioned that there was a battle in the Campbellford
area that was so violent that the water ran red for three days. The Haudenosaunee were eventually
driven back south of the Great Lakes.
Jack explained that the native people did not see land ownership the same way the Europeans did, and
so often have problems with land claims issues, because land was shared, not privately owned. Private
collections of artifacts are also not well understood for the same reasons.
Probus members had plenty of questions for Mr. Hogarth, and he apologized for the brevity of his
presentation. We were invited to visit the Curve Lake Cultural Centre to see more examples of
prehistoric materials like the ones Alison had shared with us. He estimated that some of those samples
were between 3500 to 5000 years old.
Submitted by Tim and Debbie Holt

UPCOMING SPEAKERS
Guest speaker for our June meeting will be from Bridge Hospice and the topic
will be about Pallative care and the Hospice .
A speaker is not booked for July - it's picnic month!

COME FROM AWAY
ELGIN THEATRE, TORONTO
APRIL 17, 2019
After dining splendidly at the Pickle Barrel, we walked the
few steps to the Elgin theatre, to experience this most
unusual musical.

Past
Events

It certainly doesn't meet with the expectations that you
usually have when attending a musical production. There
are no star performers, no complicated stage sets, no music
that you might whistle on the way home, no special
costumes and so on. Don't be surprised though, when you
find that this is a musical you won't soon forget.
Everyone knows where they were on September 11th 2001.
The show highlights the compassion and humanity afforded
the passengers and crews of the 38 planes that were
diverted to the "Rock" on that fateful day. COME FROM
AWAY shines as an uplifting piece of theatre and
experiencing it has the power to make you a better person. It
is a show that everyone needs to see.

APRIL 30/2019

REGIONAL PROBUS

SPRING CELEBRATION
On Tuesday, April 30th, the Annual Probus Spring Celebration was held
at the Royal Canadian Air Force Museum in Trenton. Approximately
400 Probus members from across south-east Ontario were in
attendance to enjoy the fabulous displays of aircraft and memorabilia,
including the giant Halifax bomber which dominates the building that
was constructed specifically to house this piece of history.
A delicious luncheon of sourdough bread, salad, chicken, mashed
potatoes and roast veggies, was provided by “Occasions by the Bay”.
Raspberry cheesecake was enjoyed during the presentation by guest
speaker, Mr. Ted Barris, who is the author of a new book “The Dam
Busters”.
His account of the daring and innovative bombing raids on the Ruhr
River dams, which turned the tide of WWII, was informative and
entertaining. Mr. Barris is on a mission to educate Canadians to the
important and often forgotten roles played by our veterans in the
military conflicts of the last century.
Submitted by Sheila Wood

Photos by Tony Crocker

TONY CROCKER
SLIDESHOW AT
CAMPBELLFORD
LIBRARY
APRIL 30

During the month of April, member Tony
Crocker's photographic works were on display
at the Campbellford Memorial Library. On April
30th, Tony presented a slideshow of his work to
a small but appreciative audience.
Check out Tony's website at:
www.tcrocker.com

HOARDS STATION
MAY 23

A big thank you to Marie Forgrave and her son for allowing our Probus Club members to tour the Hoards
Station Sale Barn. Most of us have driven by this building without a thought as to what goes on here
every Tuesday at noon We now have the whole picture. Check out the Sale Barn's website to see fully
what we experienced on our tour. The website address is:
www.hoardsstationsalebarn.com
Our Tour was followed by a group lunch at the Springbrook Diner.

UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENT

PRIMROSE
DONKEY
SANCTUARY
TOUR

DATE AND
TIME
Thursday
June 20th
1pm

ADDRESS

COST

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

1296 Bowmanton Rd,
Donations Check out the Sanctuary
Roseneath. South from
at:
will be
Hastings on #45 to
gratefully https://
Sideroad #9 .Turn right
recieved primrosedonkeysanctuary
onto County Rd. 9,
.com/
continue for about 1 km.
Turn left onto
Lunch in Hastings prior
Bowmanton Rd. big barn
to tour for those
on the south corner.
interested
SELF DRIVE

TRENT HILLS
PROBUS
ANNUAL
PICNIC

N/A
Wednesday
July 10

Lang Pioneer
Village

ABBA MIA

JULY 23rd
2 PM

Westben

STONEY
LAKE BOAT
TOUR

August 15
between
11-2pm.

TBA

Volunteers
are
needed.

?
$40 p.p.

Lunch on Board during
tour.

Special Interests
Scotch Tasting
TheProbus Scotch Tasting experience will not take place again until September. We
will let you know all the detail in plenty of time for you to build up your anticipation.
Gord Reid
gareid@sympatico.ca or 705-653-2474
Bob Bennett
2gudalways@gmail.com or 705-653-1180

—————————————————————————————————
Garden Club
If you would like to join us or be kept apprise of our meetings and trips, please contact
me at cfc@mycuratedgarden.com or speak to me at the meeting. Looking forward to
having new members join us.——Susan Fedorka

—————————————————————————————————
Book Club

Our gatherings are always on the third Tues. monthly, but not during the months of
July and August.
For more information, call me, Maureen Dikun at 705-653-3182.

YOUR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
TOM TERENTIEW - President
NORAH MCGOWAN - Vice President and Program Manager
SHEILA WOOD - Past President
LESIA KARAS - Secretary
STEVE WOOD - Treasurer
HAZEL FARLEY - Communications Manager
VAL PRIDMORE - Events and Special Interests Manager
JOY AND PIET GOEMANS - Membership Manager
JIM CONNOR - Meeting Manager
***********
ANNE LINTON - Newsletter Editor
Email: trenthillsprobus@gmail.com
Web address: www.probusnorthumberland.com
Postal address: 172 Lakeview Dr., R. R. #4

