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President’s Message

I always look forward to the arrival of March. To me, it means winter is almost
over and even if it comes in like a lion I know it is not going to last.
When it comes to March, everyone mostly thinks about St. Patrick’s day. I did
some research and and there are a lot of myths about the man. It is known that
he was born in England and was taken to Ireland as a slave. He eventually
escaped but but returned to bring Christianity to the island. He is believed to
have died on March 17, 461, hence the significance of the date.
Someone also mentioned to me the Ides of March. I always assumed this was
something that William Shakespeare made up for his play. Originally Ides just
meant the first new moon which fell around March 15th and this was
considered the new year with celebrations. Over time this became an omen of
bad things including the assassination of Julius Caesar (I knew there was a
play in there) in 44 BC to the cancellation of the Ed Sullivan Show in 1971.)
Please make sure to read the message from your Management Team
regarding our practices going forward for the next few months. We have come
this far with CoVid and we want to ensure we all continue to stay safe.
Marilyn
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Marilyn welcomed everyone to the meeting.

I hope everyone had a nice Valentine’s Day
For our March meeting we will be meeting in person at the Community
Centre and will also have the ZOOM option available for members who are
not able to attend in person.
Our guest speaker for the March meeting will also be presenting via ZOOM.
The March meeting is on the 16th and we encourage members to wear green in
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
Ann Vowles then introduced our speaker, Dan Buchanan.

Dan Buchanan “The History Guy” prepared a new
presentation for us, which he delivered on Zoom.

Topic: Introduction to the Brighton Digital Archives.
The BDA is dedicated to the identification, collection, digitization, and presentation of
Brighton’s history and heritage. Dan gave us an overview of the origins of BDA, the rich
treasure trove of archival material they’ve collected, a tour of the highlights on their website.

Member’s Forum
Club member Judy McArthur gave us a
short talk on the Milk Bag Sleeping Mat
Project. This has been an exciting hobby
and a passion of Judy’s. She put together a
slide show presentation that showed the
good use milk bags have been put to in
homeless and impoverished settings.

Member’s Forum is open to any club member who would be interested in sharing their
hobby, travel story or other topic of interest in a 5-10 minute talk.
Contact: Ann Vowles, Program Chair. vowlesann@gmail.com

Nate Hendley, a Toronto-based freelance journalist and author,
has written several true-crime books. He will be talking about
his new book, The Beatle Bandit.
In July 1964, 24-year-old Matthew Kerry Smith disguised
himself with a mask and a Beatle wig. He then hoisted a semiautomatic rifle and held up a bank in North York. Although he
escaped, there were deadly consequences that fateful day.

The Beatle Bandit:
A Serial Bank Robber’s Deadly Heist, a Cross-Country
Manhunt, and the Insanity Plea That Shook the Nation
Published by Dundurn Press
Paperback $21.99
e-book $10.99
Note: the paperback and the e-book are available for loan from the
Brighton Public Library.
The paperback is available for purchase at Lighthouse Books.
For more information, check out Nate’s website:
www.natehendley.com

When they go off to join a new firm or work group, people in competitive endeavours are often
told to..."watch your back". Well this admonition would be fitting for just about everybody
come April first, April Fool"s Day. Back in my elementary school years, kids would often stick
"KICK ME" signs onto the back of the dupe du jour. The tradition is probably still carried on.
But where did it all get started?
Some say that it is connected to the Roman festival of
Cerelia. Legend has it that when Pluto carried Proserpina to
the underworld, the goddess Ceres, who was Proserpina's
mother, heard the echo of her screams and set off to find
her. The Romans thought Ceres was being foolish because
no one can trace an echo. So during celebration of their
springtime rituals, they delighted in sending credulous
people on very involved, but ultimately useless quests. As a
seven year old at summer camp, I was first sent to the
stockroom, redirected to canoe repair, from there to mess
hall, then to boat house, until it finally dawned on me that
there was no such thing as checkered paint.

Historians tell us that April foolery was given great impetus in
1564 when the king of France, Charles the Ninth, decided to
move from the Julian, to the more accurate, Gregorian
calendar. When he did that, the first day of the year became
January first. It had been April first and people were in the
habit of giving each other gifts in late March or early April. The
more traditionally-minded among them were displeased and
continued the March/April gift exchange. But the others, who
welcomed the change, thought that the conservative types
were fools, and gave them mock gifts on April first.
French speaking people call those who are easily
hoodwinked, "Poisson d'avril", comparing them to young fish
that are effortlessly caught. So, beware of what you see, hear,
or read on April one.

The media can play tricks too.
One wonderful example was
the BBC's televised report of
the "Spaghetti Harvest". Long
strands of pasta were shown
gathered from branches on
which they purportedly had
grown during an exceptionally
bountiful season.
Newspapers would get into the
act too. In the 1990's when
hydroponics, the growing of
plants in water instead of soil,
was in public discourse, a Quebec farm reporter wrote an April one story about hydroponic
chickens. The birds, her story read, got their nourishment through their feet as they walked
about in nutrient-enriched water. I was the farm commentator on CBC's Radio Noon at the
time, and a number of people phoned me to ask if hydroponic chickens actually existed.
Papers in Russia too, displayed a sense of humour at that time, and took to running April
Fool's Day stories. One of these was about the changes that occurred as weapons factories
were put to other uses when the cold war ended. One such plant was supposedly converted
to turn out "Spray-on tights." Another Russian story had it that Western capitalists were to
install a network of double-decker trolley-buses throughout Moscow, and, if they worked out,
they would bring in triple-deckers.
The last word on April foolery goes to Mark Twain. He once wrote that April first is the day on
which we are reminded of what we are on the other 364.
YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!!!!!

Marc Coté

What happens if you cross poison ivy with a fourleaf clover?
You get a rash of good luck!

And now a request from Suzanne Bruyea.
Hello again lady PROBIANS,
I am continuing with that wedding dress project titled “Wedding dresses over the years” I'd like
every decade, every year if possible, represented for 100 years – a challenge that will be
lighter with your single or multiple contribution/s
Will we recognize you?
Do you have a clear picture of you
alone in your wedding dress without
obstruction for my project "Wedding
dresses over 100 years" scrapbook?
Can you send it to me as an
attachment via email? My email is
gr8suzi@yahoo.ca or you can give me
an original or a copy at a soon to be
an 'in person' Probus meeting,I am
awaiting many more from you gals.
The bonus is I'll get to meet some of
you for the first time!
Those pictures will stay with me to
show friends only and my Buzz group
of ladies but not going on the Internet
or any Media Networks. No names
are divulged or dates, only the year
of the wedding is inserted at the
bottom, on the front of the picture. If
at all possible, for uniformity, my
preference is an 8”x11” size to fill a
full scrapbook page. Other smaller
sizes will be accommodated with two
or three to a page. and larger ones
will be shrunk to fit. I'm counting on
each one of you for a/several
contribution/s whether it is your own,
your daughter's, your
granddaughter's, your neighbour's or
your friend's wedding dress. I will let
you know in a future 2022 newsletter how this panned out. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation and enabling me to succeed in this endeavour. Awaiting your pictures with
anticipation,
Suzanne Bruyea ~ Presqu'ile PROBUS Member
Editor's Note: No prizes for guessing who this is. Hint: I lived with her for 50 years.

Ann Sutton's son found these in the basement of an old house in Brighton.
Best guess so far is a dinosaur hip replacement. Send your guesses to me
at bigislander2@gmail.com and I'll publish them next month.
And this from Connie Corbett

Presqu’ile Provincial Park Turns 100 in 2022

Few Ontarians have the gem of a Provincial Park on their doorsteps. I truly hope that you
have all visited the Park. It is beautiful 365 days a year. Consider purchasing a seasonal or
year round pass.

The long beach was formed,
geologically, at the same time as
North Beach, the Outlet and
Sandbanks. There is an all terrain
wheelchair available and a path to
the beach for it.
There are many paths for running,
walking, snowshoeing, cross country
skiing, including the Marsh
Boardwalk.
There are many campsite and an
increasing number of Yurts. The
Clark Denson cottage near the
Lighthouse can be rented as can the
Picnic Shelter on the Lakeshore.
There are interpretive programs for
all ages. Staff in the summer number
60+, at this time of year, 4.
Finally, there are the Lighthouse Museum and Gift Shop. One can learn about the sinking of
the Speedy in 1804.
The Residents Association on Bayshore Road at Presqu’ile enjoy a wonderful relationship
with Park Superintendent (and Park staff), Rob also manages Ferris Provincial Park.
The 2022 Information Guide will be available in the next month or so.
See you in the Park.
Connie Corbett

have said so!"

Caesar walks into a bar and
tells the bartender “I'll have a
Martinus.”
The bartender says “Don't you
mean a Martini.”
Caesar scowls and says.......
“If I wanted a double I would
have said so.”

Bowling Club
Oh yes! They are really back!

The Lunch Bunch
In March we have an old favourite for the
Bunch – The Golden Valley in Trenton. Make
sure that you let Bob, June, or Debbie know
that you want to be there. This stuff takes
planning , particularly in these times so let
them know early.

And in April we'll be heading to The Red Rock Canyon in Belleville.
There will be a signup sheet available at the March General Meeting.

The Walking Group
Last month, in an effort to prove that he is human, your Editor got the meeting day for the
Walking Group wrong. It is, of course, Monday. I had it listed as Tuesday. My apologies if
anyone was inconvenienced. So now you know the correct day why not join them?

Progressive Euchre
There will be PROBUS Progressive Euchre on the following dates, beginning at 1pm
Tuesday, March 15th
Tuesday, March 29th
Tuesday, April 12th
These euchres are open to all members of the club, who are vaccinated (from COVID-19)
with a least two shots. If, you would like to take part, please contact David Crouch (email
djcrouch@hotmail.com), who is filling in for the vacating Bob Burke.
There will be sign up sheets for the last two euchres, at our meeting on March 16th, should
there still be room available, at that date.

A Newfie is visiting Texas and starts a conversation
with a Texan at a local bar.
The Texan asks where he's from and
the Newfie says, "You know where New York is?"
The Texan says, "Yeh, yeh, I know where New York is."
The Newfie says, "Well bye, you just drive north of
dere about 6 hours, turn right for 3 hours and catch
a 6 hour ferry and you're there in Newfoundland."
The Texan says "That's got to be close to China!"
The Newfie thinks about this and then says, "Lard
tunderin' Jaysus bye", I tink you might be right.......
I work with a Chinese guy and he goes home for
lunch every day!

Memories from the March 2016 issue this month

Restarting our General Meetings
As Ontario starts to open up we,as a Club, have to decide how best to
restart our meetings and activities.
To that end your Management team have been discussing where we go
over the next few months.
First and foremost we agreed that the safety of our members is
paramount. We are a high risk group because of our age.
Second, although things are opening up, we have to take into account
the potential issue of another wave which seems to be starting.
We have a responsibility to the whole of our membership.
We have , therefore, decided on a staged return to “normal”. This also
reflects the position of PROBUS Canada and our insurers.
As you are aware we will restart in person General Meetings in March.
We have decided to keep proof of vaccination ( 2 shots minimum)
until the end of May at which point we will revisit that policy.
We will also keep for the moment our current masking policy.
Masks to be worn at all times unless seated.
As we are by no means back to “normal' we will maintain our door entry
fee at the reduced sum of $2.
The requirements for Special Activity groups such as bridge , euchre,
and the book club will be set by the hosts for the group but will, at a
minimum, conform with current legislation.
Activities which use public spaces – The Lunch Bunch and Bowling fall
into this category will use the requirements of those facilities as their
baseline.
The quickest and best way to get back to the good old days is by making
everyone feel safe and confident enough to attend meetings and that is
what we are trying to achieve. There may be those of you who feel this is
too fast and those who think that it is too slow and restricted.
Bear with us as we move forward and remember our mantra.
THE SAFETY OF OUR MEMBERS IS PARAMOUNT.
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Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Finished Until Next Year
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present

“Lunch Bunch”
Meeting in March at the Golden Valley
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Now meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club

Bowling is back!
Should you wish to join the group please contact
Fred “Gutter Ball” Smith
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com
Phone : 613-403-4002
The Big Apple Breakfast Group
No Longer Meeting. Big Apple restaurant is closed due to lack of
staff.
Will restart if and when the Big Apple re-opens.
Contact : David Crouch
The Book Club.
Now Meeting!
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Euchre Continues!
Interim Coordinator David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
…………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 9:00am Monday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

