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President’s Message

This month you will notice that included with your newsletter are the renewal
forms. We look forward to receiving these back and look forward to another
year with our Club.
None of us has a crystal ball but based on the information we have, at this
time, we see our Club functioning nearly back at post pandemic levels.
Some of our special interest groups are back up and active. And Social is
taking its first tentative steps.
At our June General meeting we are going to take some time asking you, our
fellow members, where you envision your club in the next three months, six
months and in the next year. So come prepared with your suggestions,
comments and questions. Remember, this is your Club and it is your
contributions that breath life into it.
See you at the meeting
Marilyn

Carol Craig
Anne Barker
Barbara Carney
Sandra Tezuka
Christa El-Ayari

June 2nd
June 5th
June 8th
June 12th
June 13th

Bev McLean
Jennifer Allen
Bob Vear
Dave Disney

June 19th
June 24th
June 24th
June 30th

.

Registration was handled brilliantly by Judy McArthur in Ann Sutton's absence. She was ably
assisted by Heather Benton. Share The Wealth was a family affair this month and there were
plenty of people to sell to as you can see.

Marilyn opened the meeting
and then Marc Coté led all 42
of us in a spirited rendition of O
Canada.
Then onto our speaker who
was introduced by Ann Vowles

Ann introduced the guest speaker, Peter Lockyer.
After a very successful
career as a journalist working across Canada, in Europe,
and around the world
Peter returned to settle in his home town of Picton,
Ontario in 2004. Peter’s keen interest in hometown history
soon led to him to start a new venture, “History Lives
Here”

Peter entertained us with a very informative
presentation with respect to the great work he and his team are doing in Prince Edward
County. Over the years, they have been part of many projects to restore heritage buildings
and properties, to celebrate significant anniversary events, and to heighten community
awareness of the history that is all around us and the need to preserve it for future
generations.

Results they have achieved, like the restoration of the chapel at Glenwood Cemetery.
Incidents where they were unable to prevail. Controversial history like that of Sir John A.
McDonald and their efforts to “market” history in The County through a number of programs
which they founded.

The following is one which might interest many of you.
Walking tours from the July long-weekend to Labour Day weekend:

Friday evening s at 7 - 8:30 will be tours of Macaulay House museum, their
church graveyards and onto the old courthouse to the gallows that still
remain there from 1884.
Saturday morning at 10-1130, Peter Lockyer will leading tours of Picton’s
heritage conservation district starting at the Picton public library
Saturday afternoons at 2- 3:30 are tours of the former Camp Picton
Sunday mornings at 10 - 1130 we’ll have tours of the Glenwood Cemetery
starting at its restored stone chapel
Tickets are $25/person inclusive of tax.

And then we had a break.
As it is our dedicated PROBUS month we had organised a Continental Breakfast (The
particular continent was unspecified) and it was excellent. Lots of conversation going on as
you can see.

Following the break we had..

Member Doug Vowles talked to us about his
involvement in the
Northumberland Electric Vehicle Society and the work
they are doing to
increase awareness of the benefits of making the switch
to E.V.s. The group will be at the Northumberland Mall
in Cobourg on May 28, 2022 from 10 A.M. until 4 P.M.
Doug also generously offered to provide further
information on electric vehicle ownership and members
are welcome to
contact him directly if they have further questions.

In community news Helen Gulka told us that the Lions Club Bingo is back in business and
games are on Wednesday evenings at the King Edward Park Community Center.

And then it was time to
“Share The Wealth”.
Roger Bell drew the number and Gord
Young was the lucky winner of

$57!

Bob Collins reminded us that the Lunch Bunch were meeting at The Boathouse in Belleville
and gave us the news that in June the venue would be Hoss's Diner at Carrying Place. He
also made a plea for input.
Given the escalation in gas prices, Bob asked that members let him know their
thoughts with respect to an acceptable driving distance for lunch so that he
can book appropriate locations for future venues .
Then Marilyn “finished us off” with another super joke.

And talking of jokes.

"Thanks for the harmonica you gave me for
Christmas," little Jimmy said to his uncle the first
time he saw him after the holidays. "It's the best
present I ever got."
"That's great," said his uncle. "Do you know how
to play it?"
"Oh, I don't play it," the little fellow said. "My mum
gives me a dollar a day not to play it during the
day and my dad gives me five dollars a week not
to play it at night."

We will be treated to a presentation by Jane Kelly, the Publisher & Editor of
Watershed Magazine.
I believe we are all familiar with Watershed as its large format quarterly editions
are widely and freely available in Brighton, and elsewhere in Northumberland,
Quinte and the County. It’s highly prized for its exceptional journalism of local
people and places. We’ll learn about Jane’s background and how Watershed
came to be.
Jane was born in Huntsville, but spent her youth in Manotick, a village just south
of Ottawa on the Rideau River. She graduated from Carleton University with a
degree in psychology. She then earned a Primary Specialist Certificate from
Ottawa Teachers' College and worked as a Play Therapist at the Children’s
Hospital of Eastern Ontario.
In 1976, she moved to Toronto
where she met her husband,
John. During her time in
Toronto, she designed and
manufactured clothing for her
two retail stores. Her interest in
design encouraged her to
pursue Interior Design at
Sheridan College before
moving to Grafton in !988.
Jane and John restored an old
farmhouse in Eddystone, just
north of Grafton, where they
still live today. During her early
years in Grafton, she worked
on the Northumberland
Stewardship Council, the
Barnum House Board, the
LACAC and on local Council.
She went back to school to
take magazine journalism at
Ryerson in the mid-1990s.
Shelter Fell Publication’s Inc.
was incorporated in the fall of
2000 and began publishing Watershed in the summer of 2001.

Rod and Ronda MacDonald will make a return appearance to give us an update
on the very active HUGS Brighton program. (Helping Ukrainians Get Settled).
When they last spoke to us in April, the arrival of the first Ukrainian family was
anticipated. They have since arrived! We’ll hear how the initial family is settling
in. More families, couples and singles are soon arriving, and will likely have
arrived by the time of our June meeting.

John Geale
Topic: Northumberland Land Trust
The Northumberland Land Trust is charity
committed to preserving the natural heritage of
Northumberland County. Run entirely by
volunteers, they
establish, maintain, and manage protected areas.
John Geale is a long-time volunteer with the Land
Trust and has served on the Board since 2008. He
is
also a very active birder! He participates in the Christmas and summer bird
counts; he surveys several Ontario lakes for the Common Loon program; and he
has visited over 40 countries on birding trips.

There are a group of us heading off on June 18, 2022 2pm to
see A CLOSER WALK WITH PATSY CLINE at the Capitol
Theatre, Port Hope
A stunning tribute to one of country music’s greatest stars!
One of the all-time legends of country music, Patsy Cline’s
enduring legacy crosses generations, musical genres, and
nations. She has inspired millions of musicians and fans
alike with her charm, humour, and unforgettable voice.
Featuring all her biggest hits (Crazy, Walkin’ After Midnight),A
Closer Walk with Patsy Cline will tell her story and have us
singing all the way home.
Currently, the Capitol Theatre (Port Hope), has a Covid-19 policy, very similar to our own, in
that vaccine passports and masks are still required, and social distancing is being practiced.
Now, we cannot be sure that this will still be place in June, however in my opinion the theatre
is taking a very responsible position, particularly regarding seniors, and that is why we
decided to begin with this venue.

We are getting back to normal slowly but surely

Golf
The golfers got out on a beautiful day.

The Lunch Bunch
After the General Meeting the lunch bunch met at the Boat House in Belleville.

Progressive Euchre
Progressive Euchre got in a full month. Your newsletter editor can only vouch for one session
but that was a fabulous day. I'm sure the second was just the same.

The Big Apple
By the time you read this a group of us
will have breakfasted at the Big Apple.
If you weren't there.. WHY NOT!

Bridge
The Bridge Group met and I'm reliably informed that
they had a good time. Here is the evidence. Sue
Graham tells me that they are looking for new
members either as a regular member or as a stand
in on an occasional basis for their meetings the 2 nd
and 4th Thursday of the month.
Your choice. What are you waiting for!

Bowling
The bowling group are on their summer
break so the pins are safe..........
or are they?

On a September 8th about 17 years ago, singer/songwriter Heather Morgan had a gig in
Toronto. She realized it was the birth date of Patsy Cline, a performer she admired greatly.
More than that, she felt an affinity towards her, since both had humble beginnings and were
lovers of country and western music.
Morgan decided to honor the source of her inspiration by convincing fellow musicians to
gather for an annual tribute on or near Cline's birthdate. The idea struck a chord, so to speak,
and the owners of the perfect venue are very supportive. Lula Lounge is a large restaurant,
has a stage, and the right atmosphere.
Most of the participants are singers of course, but a classical violinist and some jazz combos
have done their special take on Cline tunes there.
My daughter Sonya was invited some half dozen times or more,
and I was in attendance on occasion. But September of 20l8 was
super special as three generations of Coté were involved.
Granddaughter Lena, then 16, led the clan and sang "Walking
After Midnight" backed by the band "Prairie Oyster", as we all
were. Sonya and I did a duet, "Remember Me, I'm The One Who
Loves You".Then Sonya brought the house down with a bilingual
version of "Crazy". She had translated the lyrics into French some
short time before. The crowd was truly enthusiastic over the multigenerational performance and showed it with sustained applause.
But the greatest thrill
was for me.
Wow! On the same stage as my daughter and
granddaughter, with my youngest son Richard, his
wife Monika, and their son Huxley in the audience
too. What a moment! I had performed with my
eldest son Marc Andre, and with Sonya before, but
this was truly special, and likely to be the last time.
In the four years since, Father Time has
continued to steal my skating speed along
with whatever singing voice I possessed. But I
experienced this wonderful moment, .....and
for that I thank four women, Lena, Sonya,
Heather Morgan, and, Patsy Cline.

Marc Coté

And a tale of woe with a happy ending from our resident farmer.
This garden, ringed by walnut trees, has
been carefully infected with beautiful free
mulch that was stored under a walnut
tree. Leaves fell, squirrels added nut
chewings and the juglone poison from the
walnut trees intensified. Then I worked it
into the square garden plots and
poisoned the tomatoes , peppers,
potatoes, asparagus, peas etc that are
susceptible to walnut poisoning.
This year this garden is planted with
beans, beets, onions, garlic, parsnips,
carrots melons and squash which are
tolerant to juglone.
A tomato plot has been created across
the barnyard where the split rail pile used
to be.
As prices rise the cost of the muscular 18 yr.'s labour might be covered by the cornucopia of
vegetables…. and Probus meetings will have a Free Vegetables table.

HUGS
Just a quick update on HUGS activities to date.
We have progressed from an unincorporated "not for profit" to an incorporated " "not for profit"
organization. We are moving toward registered charity status but expect the necessary CRA
documentation will take some time.
Our first family arrived May 7th. Their 2 boys are enrolled in elementary school and, by all
accounts, are doing well. The oldest, age 11, is playing soccer at an elite level. Their daughter
will be starting JK in the fall.
Kosta and Olena are actively seeking employment and Olena is currently in discussion with a
graphic design company (her specialty). Kosta has met with 2 local plants and recently
attended a job fair in Cobourg where he met with several prospective employers. In the
meantime he continues to do computer programming for a company in Ukraine.
Our other couple, Denys and Mariia, (ages 20s) arrived May 27th and have prospective
seasonal employment. We will know the results of their scheduled interview in the next few
days.
All have completed their mandatory medicals, have OHIP, SIN cards and work permits. They
are settled in with their respective host families.
HUGS is very thankful to the many volunteers (including several from our own Probus Club)
who are helping our visitors find their way.
The generosity of the community has been wonderful both with cash contributions and gas,
grocery, Walmart, drug store, etc. gift certificates.
We have drivers, ESL teachers, and fundraisers planned and in the works.
Aside from a presentation to Presqu'ile Probus club members we have also spoken with the
Brighton Rotary club and the Colburne Probus club. If anyone has connections to other
service clubs or service organizations an introduction for Rod and Rhonda to speak would be
welcome.
Rod and Rhonda McDonald

PROBUS CLUB
OF PRESQU'ILE
P.O. Box 606 Brighton, ON K0K 1H0

Annual Membership RENEWAL (2022-2023)

STEP 1: Please Print Clearly
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address:

No change

New address is:

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The annual membership fee is due
and payable by the 31st of July of
each year.

$30

________________________________
Email:

No change

New email is:

________________________________
Phone:

No change

New # is: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

To ensure your timely renewal, please
complete the form to the left and either bring it
to the next PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile
meeting or mail it to:
P.O. Box 606 Brighton, ON K0K 1H0

STEP 2: If your spouse/partner is also renewing, print
their information below.
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We’ve tried to streamline the process and
ensure accuracy of information and monies.

Email:

Same, or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

This form satisfies a number of objectives:

Phone:

Same, or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

• makes the renewal process easy
• spouses can renew on the same form
• identifies amount owing and method of
payment to support appropriate reconciliation
of monies

STEP 3: Please submit with the correct
Membership Fee:

Cash

One Person: $30.

Cheque
Two People: $60.

(Please make cheque payable to PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile)

• allows for validation by the Club of monies
received and update of membership list
Please ensure that you notify us of any
changes to your contact information and feel free
to use the back of this form if necessary

Official Club Use Only:
$ Received: _________

Date: _________

Amount validated by: ________ (initials)
Membership list updated by: ________ (initials)

The Club appreciates your timely response.
"THANK YOU"

Our strength is fellowship – our
success is participation

2021 – 22
Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President
Marilyn Binkley

613-439-8826

Vice President

Past President
Treasurer
David Crouch

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

Public Relations
Chair
Vacant

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Vacant

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden

Communications
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

House
Vacant

613-475-3467

613-438-2573

Community Liaison
Vacant

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present

“Lunch Bunch”
Meeting in June at Hoss's Diner
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Now meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club

On Summer Break
Should you wish to join the group please contact
Fred “Gutter Ball” Smith
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com
Phone : 613-403-4002
The Big Apple Breakfast Group
The Big Apple is back.
We will be there on June 7th at 9:30 am.
Contact : David Crouch
The Book Club.
Now Meeting!
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Interim Coordinator David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
…………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 9:00am Monday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

