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President’s Message

February is the month best known for St. Valentine’s Day. When I think of
Valentine’s Day, I think of a cute cherub in a diaper shooting arrows at people.
So I wondered how this all got started.
St. Valentine lived in the 3rd century. There are many stories & legends on how
he became a saint but the gist is that he angered the emperor at the time and
was executed on February 14th. While in prison he is said to have married
couples which is one of the explanations as to why he became the patron saint
of courtly lovers. He is also the saint of epilepsy and beekeepers. Quite a
diverse portfolio. Valentine’s Day as we know it had it’s beginning in around
1797 when a book was published in England with suggestions for sentimental
verses for young men unable to compose their own. From this things continued
to expand and as they say, the rest is history.
Our meeting in February will be a Zoom meeting. We hope that the March
meeting will be a hybrid meeting and we will keep you posted on this. We are
planning on the Lunch Bunch for after both meetings. Starting April we do not
anticipate anymore Zoom meetings. Going forward meetings will be in person.
Be assured we are continuing to monitor Covid and will make any necessary
adjustments as required.
Marilyn

Brenda Green- Connors

February 1st

Debbie Bradley

February 3rd

Linda Watson

February 4th

Judy McTavish

February 5th

Pat Dunne

February 8th

Heather Benton

February 29th

As you can see above one of our new members – Heather Benton – is a
leapling.
Dinah Shore also was born on February 29th.

After we had all filtered into the ZoomRoom Marilyn welcomed us to the meeting.
Unfortunately current Covid Protocols do not
allow us to meet in person.
However it is great to see so many members
attending via Zoom, some for the first time.
The silver lining is that even when are hit with a
mega snow storm (as we were this week) we
can still get together online!

Ann Vowles introduced today’s guest speaker, Dan Buchanan, also known as
“The History Guy”. Dan lives in Brighton, Ontario and is engaged in many history
activities related to local and Ontario history. Dan has the wonderful ability to
interweave the history of a place or event with the personal stories of the people who
lived during the time. The results are historical accounts that not only inform but also
delight us.

Dan gave us a brand new talk on the
history of Presqu’ile. From the Speedy
era, through farming, dance hall days,
rum-running, and including the creation
of the Provincial Park.

Starting with the community's inception as Newcastle (who knew) and the politicking that led
to losing the name.
The defined need for a light house and its subsequent design.

And the formation of Brighton Township in 1852 .

In the early 1900's came the development of hotels and attendant dancing.

and leading through the development of camping.

He talked about the creation of the Provincial Park and role that The Friends of Presqu'ile
have played in its development

For reasons of space this just skims the surface of Dan's talk but for anyone who missed his
excellent presentation, Dan will be repeating it for the Brighton Public Library on Thursday
February 24 at 6:30pm.
Ann Vowles thanked Dan for his terrific presentation and then Marilyn closed the meeting with
a few remarks.
Marilyn advised our February meeting will also be via Zoom. A decision re
March will be made once we know what the pandemic protocols will allow.
The experts are telling us there are signs this wave of the pandemic is
plateauing and are hopeful that things are going to start to improve soon.
Wishing everyone a good month and hope to see all of you on Zoom in
February .

February speakers
Zoom Speaker: Dan Buchanan
Topic: Introduction to the Brighton Digital
Archives
In his brand new talk on the Brighton Digital Archives, Dan will take us through their website
features and give us a good overview of their many activities.
The BDA is dedicated to the identification, collection, digitization, and presentation of
Brighton’s history and heritage. Their website is a rich treasure trove.
https://vitacollections.ca/brightonarchives
Member’s Forum for February
Club member Judy McArthur will give us a short talk on the Milk Bag Sleeping Mat Project.
This has been an exciting hobby and a passion of Judy’s.
Member’s Forum is open to any club member who would be interested in sharing their
hobby, travel story or other topic of interest in a 5-10 minute talk. Contact: Ann Vowles,
Program Chair. vowlesann@gmail.com
March preview
Zoom Speaker: Nate Hendley
Topic: The Beatle Bandit
Nate Hendley, a Toronto-based freelance journalist and author, has written several true-crime
books. He will be talking about his new book, The Beatle Bandit, the Toronto story of a
disguised bank robber’s deadly heist.
Stay tuned for more information in the March newsletter!

In almost 40 years of radio and TV I was fortunate to interview many of the big achievers in
their chosen field. In sports, Jean Belliveau, Gordie Howe, Rusty Staub. In music, Celine
Dion, Nana Mouskouri, Charles Dutoit. In politics, Eugene Whelan, Rene Levesque, Boris
Yeltsin, among many others.
These people showed talent and determination, perseverance and dedication. They worked
hard and were stars. But even they were eclipsed by the multi-disciplinarians, those
individuals who shone in many spheres of human endeavour; and none more so than a
woman named Roberta Lynn Bondar.
She was born in Sault Ste. Marie, and in
grade school there, already aspired to be a
space traveller. That idea gained a bit of
altitude when she obtained her pilot's
licence while still in high school in the
Sault. And of course she reached her
greatest height as a member of Discovery
Mission STS 42 during the week of
January 22 to 30 in 1992, becoming
Canada's first woman in space, and the
first neurologist in space.
She must have been a studyholic in order
to become competent in so many areas of
medicine. Very early on she worked for the
then federal Fisheries and Forestry
Department on genetics of the spruce
budworm, specifically in reference to the
visual system. After spruce budworms it
was an internship in human internal
medicine at Toronto General Hospital.
From there, Dr. Bondar completed postgraduate medical training in neurology at
the University of Western Ontario and in
neuro-ophthalmology at Tuft's New England Medical Center in Boston, and at Playfair
Neuroscience Unit of Toronto Western Hospital. If you're not dazzled yet, try this. She
specialized in Carotid Doppler and Transcranial Doppler at the Pacific Vascular Institute in
Seattle Washington in l988. By then she was more than half way into her 8 years of astronaut
training, during which time she was chairperson of the Canadian Lifesciences Sub-Committee

for Space Station, was a civil aviation medical examiner, and conducted research into blood
flow in the brain during microgravity. All that led to the most memorable week of her life, when
she left the planet's surface with a small group of intrepid travellers to orbit high above and
conduct experiments in weightlessness.
I met her eight weeks after her return, when
she, and Ken Money, another super achiever
and Canadian astronaut, were making
a slide presentation about the
accomplishments of the Canadian Space
Program at McGill University's Osler library.
I asked all the predictable questions,
beginning with whether she had been afraid
at any time during her historic flight.
She answered, as she has so many times
since, that she had not been fearful, but
always aware that the dangerous parts of the
mission were the blast off, the touch down,
and everything in between. As to the effects
of zero gravity, she told me that one aspect of
her vision improved slightly while in space,
but reverted to her normal upon return.
High flyer Roberta Bondar is very
down to earth, and even though she
has a long string of letters behind
her name, she is as approachable
and as easy to speak with as your
cousin Lucille. And she was very
friendly to me. As the interview
wound up and photos were being
taken, she asked "is this thing
juiced up?", she meant, was the
camera ready. She held my upper
arms and gave me a great big kiss
on the cheek, as the Space Agency
publicity people and the other
journalists there cheered.
Dr. Bondar is now a photographer of
note, has written books, and is a
sought-after speaker.
She does fun things too, flying, hot-air ballooning, rifle and handgun shooting, biking and
hiking.
And speaking of fun things, Roberta, I'm ready for another happy ending chat.
Marc

The Royal Family – A Passion
I am so excited to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. On February 6, 2022 Queen
Elizabeth II has been on the throne for 70 years. The longest reigning English monarch. The
Queen and Prince Philip were in Kenya, on behalf of her ailing father, in 1952, when he died
and Princess Elizabeth became Queen Elizabeth II.
Hi, I am Ronda Moran and I
would like to tell you about
my interest in the British
Royal Family, (BRF).
I came about this interest
early. My mom followed the
Royal family. As a school girl
she memorized the
abdication speech of King
Edward VIII. She also scrap
booked Royal family
newspaper clippings.
In my endeavours, I have been fortunate enough to either shake hands with or give flowers to
9 members of the BRF. The first was Diana in Ottawa in 1983. My mom, Steve and I waited 7
hours on Parliament Hill. It was a very hot day, so hot people were fainting. When Charles
and Diana arrived they each went down one side of the crowd. Luckily for us Diana came
down our side. When I gave her the flowers, she thanked me so sincerely, like she had never
seen flowers that beautiful! It was magical! After they left I was interviewed by Mike Duffy.
Amherstview is where we saw the Queen in 1984. She opened the Loyalist Parkway. I was
delighted to give her a bouquet. I was thrilled to sing "God save the Queen" in her presence. I
couldn't see her but I was content knowing she was listening. As the sun was setting, we saw
the Queen being taken out to the Royal Yacht Brittania. It was off in the distance, all lit up.
A Beautiful. sight. A day to remember!
We saw the Queen Mum in Toronto in 1985. My dad had given his Buick to drive up. We
arrived at Queens Park, Steve got a parking spot and we started our wait. We were told we
could not shake hands or give the Queen mum flowers. We were first in the crowd and she
gave us a wonderful smile for a lovely picture.
Happily we went back to the car and What! No car! Remember this is Steve's father in law's
car! What had happened is we had parked the car before the city crews put up the no parking
signs. Luckily they had just towed it around the corner!
After their spectacular wedding in 2011, William and Catherine started their first tour in
Canada.
We were able to get a great picture of the Royal couple walking towards Rideau Hall. Later I
entered that picture in a contest through Our Canada magazine and won a book and they
published my picture in the magazine.

Two days later we saw
them again in an open
landau. Catherine really
endeared herself to
Canadians by not only
wearing the Colours of
Canada, red and white, on
her red fascinator was the
maple leaf! What a thrill!
Last but not least my
sister Judy and I saw
Charles and Camilla in
Trenton. They had just
flown to the base, and
were taken to nearby Bain
Park to see the
Afghanistan Repatriation
Memorial. When I handed
Camilla the flowers, she
said she was sorry she
had brought the London weather with her. It was a cloudy and drizzly day.
Did you know that the Queen came to Brighton in 1959? I won't tell you what I was doing in
1959! The Mayor at the time was Mr Goodrich. He and his wife were to greet the Queen.
Unfortunately Mrs. Goodrich passed away before the event and they wrote
the palace to get permission for their daughter Marjorie to take her place. It was allowed.
When Steve and I joined Probus, I
met a really lovely woman, Bev
Maclean. When Bev found out my
interest in the BRF, she wanted me
to meet another friend of hers,
Jane Ann, who had the same
interest. A few girls from Probus,
Bev and myself went to Hay Bay to
have a lovely tea with Jane Ann.
Jane Ann and I instantly became
"Royal Friends". As a 3 year old
child, Jane Ann saw King George
VI and then Queen Elizabeth, in
Kingston in 1939. Perched on her
father's shoulders she waved the
flag proudly.

This was not only the first Canadian
Royal Tour but the first tour of any
reigning sovereign to any overseas
Dominion. This started her lifelong
love for the BRF. She went on to
earn the Queen's Silver, Gold, and
Diamond Jubilee Medals. I am
lucky to still call Bev and Jane Ann
my good friends. Jane Ann is my
Royal mentor.
Over the years I have been fortunate to collect Royal memorabilia from Queen Victoria to
present day. It is in the basement. We call it Ronda's Royal Room. Since I do not have a big
budget for memorabilia, my sister Judy and I scour thrift stores. I have gotten some real nice
treasures.
I have the Queen's Coronation booklet that was handed out to school children
in 1953 and some beautiful china pieces with a lovely picture of the Queen Mum on her 100th
birthday.
Talking about treasures, I also collect Royal Replies from when I have sent them a card or
gift. The oldest reply is from Charles and Diana's wedding when I sent them over a picture
frame I quilled for them. Favourites include that and the 70th Wedding Anniversary of the
Queen and Prince Philip, 70th birthday reply from both Charles and Princess Anne and
Christmas cards from William and Catherine. I helped with a tea in 2015 for Community Care
Northumberland and we all signed a card to welcome Princess Charlotte. It was sent to
England and we got a beautiful picture of Wm and Catherine holding the
newborn Princess Charlotte. I also treasure the thank you cards from the Queen, Prince
Charles, Wm and Catherine and Prince Edward and Sophie, at Prince Philip's death. The
envelopes are stamped with Royal Mail and ER on it. I love the envelopes almost as much as
the card inside.
The Queen's first visit to Canada was in 1951 as Princess Elizabeth. Her last visit here was
in 2010. These are quotes from the Queen over the years to show how much she loves
Canada.
"My mother once said that this country felt like a home away from home. I am delighted to
report that it still does"
"I shall continue to take the greatest pride in being
your Queen, now and in years to come."
"It is very good to be home." Over the years the
Queen has been here 22 times. Prince Philip has
accompanied her on 20 of those Royal Tours and
logged over 70 visits himself.
The Queens Platinum Jubilee! It is an exciting
milestone for her and I look forward to the
celebrations in June.

God Save our Gracious Queen.

I'm blessed with contributions this month. Here is one from Monty Bourke.

Hilda Montgomery
If you are “Come from Away”, you might not know about “Brighton’s Beloved Hilda
Montgomery”. She was my Mother’s first cousin, lived from 1901-1985. I recall many visits
here at Presqu’ile and at her home in Brighton, the yellow house across the road from St.
Andrew’s United Church. Hilda did marry, had no offspring. She donated the proceeds from
her house sale to the Church. There has been an addition to the house since then. There is a
stained glass window in the Church
in the memory of the Montgomery
and Phillips families.
Hilda was very involved with the
Brighton Horticultural Society and
planted flowers all over town.
Hilda taught elementary school in
Brighton and Sunday School in
Gosport. She would walk to and
from there from Brighton. There is a
Park dedicated to her there.
We think that she would have
enjoyed the Probus Walking group!

Hilda was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee
Medal in 1977.
Information about Hilda can be found on the
Brighton Digital Archives website including a
photo of the Hilda Montgomery House.
Monty Bourke

.

Bowling Club
Great news! The Bowling Club has restarted!
Every Thursday at 1:30 pm Contact Fred Smith for details

Bridge

Sue Graham says that they will meet in February on the
10th and 24th.
They meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdys of the month.
Sue is hoping for 2 tables.

The Lunch Bunch
As per Marilyns remarks Bob Collins is working on a get
together after the March Meeting but possibly also in
February.
We'll share news on these as they move forward.

I've got a chicken
proof lawn.
It's impeccable
Life and beer are
very similar.
Chill for best
results!

I hate this snow!
No wait – I love
this snow
Signed
Bi- Polar Bear
My relationship
with Scotch is
on the rocks.

Drink wine.
It isn't good to keep
things bottled up.

Memories from the February 2016 issue this month

2021 – 22
Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President

Vice President

Marilyn Binkley

613-439-8826

Past President
Treasurer
David Crouch

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

Public Relations
Chair
Vacant

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Vacant

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden

Communications
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

House
Vacant

613-475-3467

613-438-2573

Community Liaison
Vacant

And the Management Team met.

You should join us!

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Finished Until Next Year
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present
Email:
Phone:

“Lunch Bunch”
Hopefully meeting in March
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Now meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club

Bowling is back!
Should you wish to join the group please contact
Fred “Gutter Ball” Smith
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com
Phone : 613-403-4002
The Big Apple Breakfast Group
No Longer Meeting. Big Apple restaurant is closed due to lack of
staff.
Will restart if and when the Big Apple re-opens.
Contact : David Crouch
The Book Club.
Now Meeting!

Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Euchre Continues!
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 9:00am Tuesday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

