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President’s Message

At this time last year we were pretty well all locked down. Christmas
plans were cancelled. People were alone. We all hoped that by the time
the holidays rolled around this year, the virus would be gone.
That didn’t happen. But this year we are able to get together with friends
and family. People can go to their old haunts and sit with friends and
acquaintances. Share stories and dissect current events. While we still
have to be very cautious life is infinitely better than it was at this time last
year. Just maybe it will be even better next year.
It was good to see more people in person at our November meeting. The
duo of R & R will be performing at our December meeting and I hope to
see many more of our members. If anyone has any suggestions or
comments about the meetings please bring these forward to your
Management Team.
On behalf of the Management Team we wish you all a safe Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Marilyn

Jim Oliver

December 1st

Wanda Smith

December 20th

Stan McMullin

December 10th

Tom Abraham

December 22nd

Liz Caithmoir

December 12th

Jean-Noel Leblanc

December 24th

Sandi Carr

December 16th

Marc Coté

December 30th

Chris Dingsdale December 16th
Carm Riel

December 19th

Pam Davies-Godden December 30th

The General meeting layout for November was in our more traditional round table
format but with only four people to a table to ensure distancing. It is lovely to see these
pictures of a slow return to “normal”

Marilyn Binkley called the meeting to order and Marc Coté led everyone in Oh Canada.
Then Marilyn addressed the meeting.
Welcome everyone! As you can see, things are improving
as we are now able to sit at round tables once again!
However we are limited to 4 at a table and masks must be
worn whenever you leave your seats. If you are
comfortable doing so, masks can be removed while you
are seated at your table. Hard to believe but it has been
more than 2 years since our last Annual General Meeting
in September 2019. Today will be a scaled down version of
an AGM as we do have some club business that needs to
be attended to. These days of Covid 19 continue to
challenge us but your management team is committed to
doing whatever possible to ensure we can continue to get
together, albeit in person or virtually. As a result of ongoing Covid 19 restrictions we
unfortunately cannot have our usual Christmas Pot Luck in December. However we are
excited to report that we have arranged for our favourite local rock and rollers, R & R,
to entertain us at next month’s meeting.
Ann Vowles then introduced our speaker for the day – Bruce Davis.

Bruce Davis, enlightened us about the good works of
The Brian Todd Memorial Fund. The Fund is a
registered charity which awards money to community
organizations, including: Docs by the Bay, Community
Care Northumberland, Trenton Memorial and
Campbellford Memorial Hospital Foundations, Sunny
Days Group Program, Brighton Skate Park, Brighton
Digital Archives, Bridge Hospice, and many more.
Bruce provided an overview of the 20-year history as it
began as the Brighton Health Services Centre with the
goal fund transformation of the former Creekside Banquet Hall into the Brighton Health
Services Centre.
A resident of Brighton since 1998, Bruce was Treasurer on the Board of Directors of
the Brighton Health Services Centre from 2003 to 2017 and retains that role with The
Brian Todd Memorial Community Fund.
For more information, visit The Brian Todd Memorial Fund website:
https://btmcf.net.
Then Ann introduced …...........
**A NEW PROGRAM FEATURE: MEMBERS’ FORUM**
The Program Committee is launching a new
feature called: Members’ Forum. Any Probus
member who would like to share their hobby, travel
story or other topic of interest in a 5-10 minute talk
is welcome to apply. Contact: Ann Vowles,
Program Chair. vowlesann@gmail.com
November Recap – Members’ Forum
Rod MacDonald kept busy last winter. He got
thinking about how we all wish our parents and
grandparents had told us more about themselves
and their youth. After much reflection, he wrote
and published his memoir, as a legacy for his
children and grandchildren. He found the exercise
challenging but very therapeutic as well. And all in
all, a rewarding project.
Rod reiterates his offer to mentor anyone in our Probus group who would like to
undertake a project like this.
Email: rrmacdon@gmail.com Tel: 613-4398934.

Debbie Bradley advised everyone that The
Lunch Bunch were meeting after the meeting,
if you see what I mean, and there were still a
couple of spots available. Another return to
normal.
After refreshments of coffee and individually
wrapped cookies, Ann Sutton introduced a
number of new members! Yes, new members.
We love those!

Anne Barker
Sponsor Sue Graham

Louise Rainforth
Sponsor Marc Coté

Helen and Jim Gulka

Heather and Alan Benton

Sponsor Ann Sutton

Sponsor Ann Sutton

Then the meeting got down to business. Remember we hadn't been able to have our
Annual General Meeting which in normal times would have happened in September.
Marilyn introduced the new Management Team.
Marilyn Binkley, President
David Crouch, Treasurer
Carol Simpson, Secretary
Ann Sutton, Membership Chair
Ann Vowles, Program Chair
Linda Crouch, Communications Chair
Peter Ramsden, Newsletter Chair
Bob Collins motioned that the current management team continue in their current roles
for the remainder of the club’s 2021/2022 fiscal year. Motion was seconded by Pat
Leblanc. All in favour, motion carried.
Marilyn talked to the continuing need to fill the vacant positions on the team to ensure
the continuing success of the club.
She then asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the last AGM, Setember 18, 2019
Bob Collins motioned that the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting
be accepted as written. Motion seconded by Linda Young. All in favour, motion carried.
Marilyn then asked for a motion to accept the revised club bylaws sent to all members
prior to the meeting.
Ronda Moran motioned that the revised club bylaws be approved as written. Motion
seconded by Brenda Green-Connors. All in favour, motioned carried.
David Crouch then reviewed the Annual Financial Statement which had been circulated
to the membership prior to the meeting.
We are in good financial shape and can currently justify the reduced meeting fee.
However we will have to move eventually back to $4 as the current $2 does not cover
all costs.
David then asked for a motion from the floor to accept the 2020/2021 Financial
Statement as provided.
Bob Collins made the motion which was seconded by Bob Vear. The motion was
carried unanimously.
Marilyn then finished the meeting with a joke.

After the meeting The Lunch Bunch met for the first time in a long time at
the Brighton Gate Restaurant.

Provincial Regulations permitting we will meet again in December. On the
15th to be precise.
When is the last time any of us have heard live music!

The vocal / guitar duo of Ray Herbert and Ralph de Jonge will be sure to
get us all in the festive mood.
Many thanks to the Programme Committee for this rare treat. Don't miss it.
Either in person or via Zoom be there!

We will be issuing a questionnaire so that we know both the numbers and identities of
those who will attend in person plus how many we will have attending via Zoom.
It is vital that you respond to the survey as we have to have an attendance list for the
town. We also don't want to spend money on cookies and coffee that we don't need.
Remember too that if you plan to attend via Zoom we need to know. Doug Vowles puts
a lot of effort into making that facility available to everyone who needs it.
For those who attend in person:
The following precautions will be in place.

1)
As mandated by the Ontario Provincial Government all
participants must be double vaccinated.
THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE.
2)
Members will be pre-checked outside the room to ensure compliance. Have your
certificates ready.
3)
There will be a $2 entry fee. We can only accept exact change for obvious
reasons. This partially funds the speaker, an individually wrapped cookie, and coffee.
Inside the room people must be seated at all times. In addition they must be masked
(unless eating! Or speaking at the podium).
The washrooms are included in the room rental and as such as subject to the same
restrictions as apply to the room
Remember, these measures are in place to provide the safest possible environment so
that you can attend without concern and see your friends. We've missed that.
Just to illustrate here is an extract from the Town regulations concerning the use of the
hall.

Access Within the King Edward Park Community Centre
●
The north and south-end main entrance doors will be open for
entering/exiting the
Community Centre. Arrows will be in place to direct participants once they enter
the Facility.
Arrows will continue to ensure proper traffic flow in the Facility leading back to the
entrance/exit doors.
●
Individuals are only permitted in the designated rented areas of the
Community Centre.
●

Access to the Community Centre will be permitted no more than 30 minutes

before your scheduled rental time and participants must leave
within 15 minutes or less after their scheduled Community Centre to allow for
cleaning and disinfecting.
5. Outside food and drink must be consumed in the Community Centre while
seated and following social distancing guidelines to remove your mask to
consume the food/drink. All garbage must be placed in the garbage receptacles
provided in the Facility before leaving to exit the facility.
Physical Distancing:
Physical distancing of at least 2 meters (6) feet from other persons should
be maintained as much as possible.
Limit the amount of physical contact as much as possible.
Make every attempt to limit close contact with other individuals to 15 minutes or
less.
Requirements for the Wearing of Face Coverings/Masks:
Face coverings/masks covering both the nose and mouth are required to enter
the
Community Centre and every other municipal facility. Exceptions are only while
participating
in the physical activity i.e. Exercise Classes.
Participants engaged in physical activity are not required to wear a face
covering/mask while resting on designated chairs.
Facility staff are required to wear a mask where there is potential for contact
with the public. Emergency protocols will remain the same.

Following the meeting the Lunch Bunch will be in session. The venue is Tiger
Chicken and Ribs in Trenton. If you haven't signed up already and you want to go
let Bob Collins, June Davis, or Debbie Bradley know ASAP. Under current
regulations there is lots of planning needed for group visits to restaurants.

Which prompts a couple of food jokes

Just burned 2,000 calories!
That's the last time
I leave brownies in the oven while I nap.
Turning vegan is a big missed steak.

January General Meeting Speaker
January 19, 2022 program

The year will start of with a presentation by Jane Kelly, the Publisher & Editor
of Watershed Magazine.
We’ll learn about Jane’s story, including her move to Grafton, studying
magazine journalism at Ryerson, and the launching of Watershed in the
summer of 2001.
I believe we are all familiar with Watershed as its large format quarterly
editions are widely and freely available in Brighton, and elsewhere in
Northumberland, Quinte and the County. It’s highly prized for its exceptional
journalism of local people and places.

Waiter......there is a tourte in this pie.
Tourtiere is one of the traditional holiday
treats in Quebec. The modern tourtiere is a
meat pie which contains ground pork,
ground beef and ground veal in roughly
equal amounts, and of course, spices.
There are several commercial brands
available, but at Christmas time many
people prefer to make their own.
They say the tourtiere was named after
what, in the days of the colony, was its
principal ingredient, the tourte, or
passenger pigeon. This large migratory
bird, now extinct, was believed to have
been the most numerous of all birds
anywhere. Before they were
hunted out of existence,
passenger pigeons inhabited
practically all of the forested
areas of eastern North America.
Reports of their great numbers
in the early l800's are almost
unbelievable. .....
"more than 100 nests in a single
tree"......
"branches breaking under the
weight of the perched birds".......
"the ground strewn with broken limbs of trees, eggs, and dead squabs".....
Ornithologists reported seeing flocks that were three hours in passing, "and filling
the skies completely in that time, and darkening the day as during an eclipse."
Alexander Wilson estimated that one flock numbered more than two billion birds.
First nations people hunted the passenger pigeons in nesting places only after the
young were able to fly. But the white man who hunted not just for food, but also for

money, took them anywhere, anytime. And, they were easy to kill, because they
travelled in great numbers, had no fear of man, and flew very low. So packed were
they in their flight that one report has it that 71 birds were killed by just two blasts
of a shotgun.They were also netted by the
hundreds, and in Quebec, as elsewhere, they
were hunted by clubbing. Members of whole
families would take a club in each hand, stand
in the flight path, and flail away when the
birds came. They could kill hundreds in a
short time, and many of those clubbed birds
wound up in the " tarte a la tourte", or
tourtiere.
But, no one will ever eat a genuine "tarte a la
tourte" again. The last passenger pigeon seen
in the wild was spotted in the year 1900, and
the last passenger pigeon anywhere, a female named Martha, died in the Cincinnati
zoo on the first of September 1914.
Marc Coté.
On a serious note here is an item from June Davis
Just a short note on behalf of myself and my family.
To all that sent me condolence cards and flowers, a very heartfelt
thank you!
My Ex and I were parents, grandparents and then best friends. He
was diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer in 2019 and did very well
with Chemo and Radiation. On Oct 25th he died of complications
from Radiation in St. Mikes’ ICU. A man that would help anyone, a
man who is truly missed.
June Davis

A Time For Giving
In many ways this is a lovely time of year.
There is much giving and receiving. We share our
love for each other through cards, presents, visits(if
we can). Companionship abounds.
But there is a part of our fabulous community which
struggles through this time just to get the basics of
life. Thankfully we have the Fare Share Food Bank to
help. However they can only help if they have goods
to distribute and that is down to us. So let's do that.
Next time you are at the store be it Sobey's or No
Frills there is a drop off for goods for the food bank.
Please use it. If, like your editor, you haven't thought
ahead just drop off your shopping in the trunk and
go back round again. This time you are shopping for
those who can't.
So what is needed most. The list is long but here are a few thoughts from a chat I
had with Pat Artkin. Many of these are items you wouldn't think of. I certainly hadn't,
but people in need don't just need food. They need to maintain their dignity as well
as their health and they have people to care for.
So, the Food Bank can use things like...
Deodorants and female products, diapers for both young and old,liquid hand soap,
razors, hot cereals (oatmeal etc,) cold cereals, toilet paper, paper towels, canned
stews and chilis. Any canned goods. Pat tells me they are low on ketchup and
mustard. Obviously soups and pastas are always welcome. Don't just think non
perishables. Fresh food can be a joy for someone in need. Obviously you can't put
those in the drop boxes but perishables can to be dropped off on Wednesday
mornings at:
Fare Share Food Bank
39 Elizabeth Street ( at the corner with Dufferin)
9:00am through 12:00pm.
Please don't leave perishables at the door. It's obvious I know but sometimes we
miss the obvious.
If you can buy it they can likely use it.
Cash is always helpful. It allows Fare Share to “fill in” with purchases in critical
areas.
It can be dropped off at the food bank at the address above. If you can't be there
during opening time don't worry there is a lock box at the door. By the way if you
are donating $20 or more leave your name and address and you can get a tax
receipt.
So here is a small chance to give back to the community we all love. Let's take it.

Euchre

Bowling

Memories from the December 2015 issue
this month
Lunch at Loyalist College: Our second annual Loyalist Lunch was a
fabulous success. On Thursday, November 12th, thirty PROBUS Presquile
members gathered to enjoy great company and delicious food that was
prepared by the first year Culinary Students of Loyalist College. Kudos to the
students.
The Social Committee would like to continue to make this an annual event.
We don't have pictures because everyone was too busy eating and having a
good time!
Stirling Theatre’s Treasure Island (The Naughty Version): On November
25th,
12 fun-seeking members travelled to Stirling Theatre to see the naughty
Panto
"Treasure Island". We were not disappointed. The actors did a great job of
being naughty and providing us with a lot of laughs. It always adds to the fun
when the cast interacts with the audience and we had a chance to meet the
actors after the Panto. The afternoon ended with a drink and dinner at a local
eatery and we all enjoyed each other’s' company. If you were not able to
attend, go and see it on your own and join us next year for “Jack and the
Beanstalk”.

2021 – 22
Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President
Marilyn Binkley

Vice President
613-439-8826

Past President
Treasurer
David Crouch

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

Public Relations Chair
Vacant

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Vacant

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Communications
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden
House
Vacant

613-475-3467

613-438-2573

Community Liaison
Vacant

As you can see from this newsletter and the entries below interest groups are
starting to reopen.
Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Finished Until Next Year
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present
Email:
Phone:

“Lunch Bunch”

Meeting in December at Tiger Chicken and Ribs in Trenton

Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or”
Debbie Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Now meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com

Bowling Club

Bowling is ongoing now as you can see from the pictures above.
They are meeting on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 1:30
pm
Should you wish to join the group please contact
Fred “Gutter Ball” Smith
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com
Phone : 613-403-4002

The Big Apple Breakfast Group
No Longer Meeting. Big Apple restaurant is closed due to lack
of staff.
Will restart if and when the Big Apple re-opens.
Contact : David Crouch
The Book Club.
Now Meeting!
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Euchre Continues!
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 8:30 Tuesday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

And a joke for those who got this far..........
For the record this is not a personal reminiscence of the
newsletter editor!
Calling in sick to work makes me uncomfortable. No matter how
legitimate my excuse, I always get the feeling that my boss
thinks I'm lying.
On one recent occasion, I had a valid reason but lied anyway,
because the truth was just too darned humiliating. I simply
mentioned that I had sustained a head injury, and I hoped I
would feel up to coming in the next day. By then, I reasoned, I
could think up a doozy to explain the bandage on the top of my
head. The accident occurred mainly because I had given in to
my wife's wishes to adopt a cute little kitty.
Initially, the new acquisition was no problem.
Then one morning, I was taking my shower after breakfast when
I heard my wife, Susan, call out to me from the kitchen.
'Honey! The garbage disposal is dead again. Please come reset
it.'

'You know where the button is,' I protested through the shower
pitter-patter and steam. 'Reset it yourself!'
'But I'm scared!' she persisted. 'What if it starts going and
sucks me in?'
There was a meaningful pause and then, 'C'mon, it'll only take
you a second.'
So out I came, dripping wet and butt naked, hoping that my
silent outraged nudity would make a statement about how I
perceived her behaviour as extremely cowardly.
Sighing loudly, I squatted down and stuck
my head under the sink to find the button. It
is the last action I remember performing.
It struck without warning, and without any
respect to my circumstances. No, it wasn't
the hexed disposal, drawing me into its
gnashing metal teeth. It was our new kitty,
who discovered the fascinating dangling
objects she spied hanging between my
legs. She had been poised around the
corner and stalked me as I reached under
the sink. And, at the precise moment when I
was most vulnerable, she leapt at the toys I
unwittingly offered and snagged them with
her needle-like claws. I lost all rational thought to control
orderly bodily movements, blindly rising at a violent rate of
speed, with the full weight of a kitten hanging from my
masculine region.
Wild animals are sometimes faced with a 'fight or flight'
syndrome. Men, in this predicament, choose only the 'flight'
option. I know this from experience. I was fleeing straight up
into the air when the sink and cabinet bluntly and forcefully
impeded my ascent.
The impact knocked me out cold.
When I awoke, my wife and the paramedics stood over me.
Now there are not many things in this life worse than finding
oneself lying on the kitchen floor butt naked in front of a group
of 'been-there, done-that' paramedics.
Even worse, having been fully briefed by my wife, the
paramedics were all snorting loudly as they tried to conduct
their work, all the while trying to suppress their hysterical
laughter......and not succeeding.
Somehow I lived through it all. A few days later I finally made it
back in to the office, where colleagues tried to coax an
explanation out of me about my head injury. I kept silent,
claiming it was too painful to talk about, which it was.
'What's the matter?' They all asked, 'Cat got your tongue?'
If they only knew!

