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President’s Message
Here we are entering a new month – August. Where is the summer going? Your
Management Team was able to meet in person for our July 27 th meeting albeit we were
outside.
July 31st is the end of the fiscal year for the Probus Club of Presqu’ile. It is also the end of
my tenure as President although the official hand over of the title to Marilyn is at the
September AGM. I would like to thank the Members of the Management Team for their
support during this last year. Thank you as well to the Members who have provided
information and input to assist me in the completion of my role as President. It certainly
was a year for the books.
We were able to finalize the By-Laws and they are ready for your approval at the AGM in
September. The finalized copy is in this newsletter. We would like to thank those members
who supplied us with some excellent feedback after the draft was circulated in the
newsletter last month. We can’t forget that ultimately this is your Club, we are just the
caretakers for this moment in time.
The Team also finalized the review of the Job Descriptions for all positions. Every member
of this Club has skills they possess, lessons learned in life and wisdom that comes from
experience. We are looking for new additions to the Management Team. We ran this year
with 3 unfilled positions which wasn’t a true hardship since we weren’t able to meet in
person. This cannot happen in a regular year if we want to continue to offer the level of
activities and events that make our Club what it has come to be known for. The Job
Descriptions are as close as an email to request a copy from any member of the Team.
Please consider getting involved in your Club.
The Team entered a discussion concerning members who are unvaccinated. This will be an
ongoing topic. We are looking at developing a Best Practise procedure. The Probus Club of
Presqu’ile is autonomous and although we do take guidance from Probus Canada, the

Members ultimately make the decisions for the running of our club. As always, we
welcome input from the Club members
Our August 18th General Meeting will be on Zoom. Please email Marilyn at
mabinkley@hotmail.com with your request for an invitation to attend.
As usual, our Programme Committee has an excellent speaker lined up for the morning’s
presentation. Thanh Campbell: His personal story as Orphan 32 in an airflight of Viet Nam
war orphans to Canada.
See page 6 for a great Intro by Ann Vowles for our August guest speaker

Our plan is for the September AGM meeting to be in person. The usual AGM
luncheon will not be happening. More details to follow.
Hope to see you all soon
Stay safe.
Debbie

Bob Burke
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Suzanne Bruyea
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Our General Meeting took place on Wednesday the 21 st of July via Zoom.
The masses assembled...... 24 of us.

and Debbie Dupuis got the meeting going at 10:00 am.
“Welcome everyone to the July 2021 General Meeting.
I was hoping this would be our last Zoom only meeting, however I am still waiting for word from the
community centre regarding their opening protocols. Therefore our first face to face meeting will most
likely be our AGM in September.
I will now turn things over to our Programme Chair, Ann Vowles, to introduce today’s guest
speaker.”

The speaker was author John van Immersal. John
was born in Amsterdam in 1948 and immigrated to
Canada aboard the Sibajak in 1952 at the age of
three. He is a graduate of the University of Guelph.
A biologist by training, he has had a long career
with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.
Having a long-standing interest in history and
especially postwar Dutch emigration,
For a Better Life is John’s first major work on this subject.
John Immerseel presented a fascinating look at the massive emigration program
undertaken by the Dutch government during the post-war period.
Of the 500,000 who left, nearly 200,00 arrived in Canada. John compassionately
described the lives of the Dutch who faced many challenges as they rebuilt their lives
in Canada.

John then took questions, and there were many. Perhaps the most notable was a lovely
interchange of thoughts between John and Henny van Vleet. Some of Henny's family

had come to Canada in the first wave and she came in the early 1960's. It was a chance
for rare insight for the rest of us as Henny and John “compared notes” .

For a Better Life, second edition
On April 26, 1952, the Sibajak, left Rotterdam carrying 998 Dutch emigrants to their new
homeland in Canada. Three-year-old John was among the passengers.
Set against the background of postwar Holland, For a Better Life, shares the stories of
20 families who made the trip
The book is a wealth of information and a window into one of the most difficult and
challenging times in the modern history of The Netherlands. Over 400 photographs.
To order a copy, contact John at john.immerseel@gmail.com
Paperback $28.50 + postage
Hardcover $40.00 + postage

Zoom Speaker for our August 18th meeting
Speaker: Thanh Campbell
Topic:
Operation Babylift and Orphan 32
In 1975, the last flight out of Vietnam rescued 57 war orphans
before the Communists took over the south capital of Saigon. En
route to Canada, Nguyen Ngoc Minh Thanh was aboard that
flight. He was Orphan #32. The story of Operation Babylift and the Vietnamese orphans was widely
reported in the media at that time.
Thanh was fortunate to be adopted by a loving family in Cambridge and he grew up as the youngest of
6 children in the Campbell family. Re-connecting with one the other orphans in 2004, set Thanh on a
new direction of discovery.
Most recently, Thanh has written his autobiography titled Orphan 32. Since then, he has been invited to
tell his story to numerous Probus and Rotary clubs, business groups, conferences, and schools across
Canada.
We will be hearing his amazing story of life, love, family, and self-discovery.
Biography:
Thanh Campbell lives in Hamilton and operates 3 businesses outside of his speaking career. Thanh is
the host of his show, Our Ambitious City which airs live on Facebook and is becoming a live to air full
broadcast on YouTube. He is the editor of a magazine and a host of a city bus tour by the same name.
He has been asked to sit on a number of boards and committees including McMaster Children’s
Hospital Health Centre Fundraising Committee and the Hamilton Media Advisory Council, which
discusses the issue of diversity and multi-culturalism portrayed in the media.
In 2014, Mr. Campbell was awarded the Paul Harris Fellow Award a prestigious award presented by the
Rotary for those who efforts are commended in community building.
Books:
ORPHAN 32
LOST AND FOUND: ORPHAN 32 GOES
HOME (a children’s book)
Website to order books:

www.thanhcampbell.com/hopefortheworldproductions.php

By August, even in Canada, hockey has stopped being top of mind........for most people. But
for me August and hockey are part one of the other, like macaroni and cheese. The two
became intertwined in the 4th week of August 1999 when I attended the first ever Montreal
Canadien Fantasy Camp.
The newspaper ad promised a week of hockey, golf, and camaraderie with some of hockey's
greatest legends. Stay; at a Mont Tremblant top resort. Dinners; at a different 5 star
restaurant every evening. Golf; at PGA rated
courses, cycling, tennis, water skiing, hiking. With
hockey heroes!! It got my attention but there were
two concerns. It would cost an insane amount of
money to attend, though my wife and kids were
adamant that I should, and, I was scheduled for
serious surgery just a few weeks before the camp.
I phoned the organizer, Murray Wilson, who is a
former Canadien player, and said that I was
interested but could not commit until I was operated
on. The day after the surgery, someone dialed for
me, and I, still in a fog of pain, told Wilson, "I made
it, I'm in". "Send your cheque", he said.

My son Marc Andre drove me to the resort, as we were to be bused from one locale to
another as needed. First dinner I sat with Jean Beliveau at La Legende, and surprised him
with a 7by11 inch photo of him and me taken many years before when he had been a guest
on a TV program that I hosted. "Oh, we were all younger then," he said.

Jean did not play hockey with the group,
nor did Elmer Lach who was 82 at the time,
nor Butch Bouchard or Dollard St. Laurent
who were of similar vintage. But it was
great to actually try to deke Gaston Gingras
and some of the guys who were only a few
years out of the game.
Just being on the ice with Guy Lafleur and
Yvan Cournoyer was a thrill.

I even scored a goal on a pass from Mark
Napier, but did not do so well going one on
one with Peter Mahovlich. I had the puck, and
then somehow, I didn't.

The pros were great of course, but many of the fellows who had paid to be there were good.
Several had played serious hockey and showed it. Not only was the competition at a high
level, but the arrangements were top notch. In the dressing room of the St. Jovite arena, there
was a table laden with bottled water, sport drinks, tape to wrap around shin guards, regular
stick tape, etc. There was also an eager young guy on hand who would take our skates to be
sharpened, or tape a stick, help goalies with their gear, or whatever. Another thing I liked, and
that, our Fred Smith would appreciate, was that after our daily game, we just dropped our
sweat-stinking clothes on the floor in a heap. Next morning it would all have been laundered
and waiting on hooks under our name plate. In the afternoons I hung out with Jean Guy
Talbot, Phil Goyette, Bob Gainey, Rejean Houle, Mario Tremblay or former NHL referee Red
Storey, listening to stories of their glory days over a beer or three. One afternoon I spent
lobbing tennis balls with Henri Richard. Henri Richard, the NHL player with the most Stanley
Cup rings...eleven.

It was a dream week and ended on a
high note. We were bused into Montreal
to play in the Molson Centre, now the
Bell Centre, the hockey shrine. Family
and friends were invited to attend, and
did. About a dozen of the fellows who
played in the summer hockey group that
I organized were there that afternoon. All
the players were introduced in turn and
skated to the blue line, and it was
projected on the giant scoreboard over
center ice.

My daughter Sonya sang the national anthem, and
the game was on. Alas I did not score a goal that
day, but at the farewell dinner my family got to meet
many of the pro players that they idolized too.
That was 22 years ago, and I am still playing , way
way overtime.

PS Still hoping to get the call....Hey, I've got 76
years of experience playing this game.
Marc Coté

Why was Cinderella such a poor hockey
player?
Her coach was a pumpkin.

Ollie Oyster and Sam Clam were best friends. They grew up together, went to
school together, and even played in a rock band together. One day they had a
horrible car accident, and both died. Ollie had lived a good life, and went to
heaven. Sam went to the other place. Ollie wanted to play in a rock band again,
just like before he died. But the only instrument allowed in heaven was the harp.
He was a little sad about it, but learned to play the harp anyway, and became
pretty good about it. But Ollie Oyster missed his good friend Sam Clam. One
day he asked God if he could visit Sam. God said “Well, we don’t normally do
that kind of thing. But you were a very good oyster, so I can make a small
exception. I’ll let you visit Sam for one day. But the catch is, you have to take
your harp with you. They don’t have harps in hell, so when you want to get back
into heaven just come to the front gate and play your harp, and we’ll know it’s
you and let you in.” Ollie was overjoyed, grabbed his harp, and went to visit his
old friend. Ollie found Sam, and they soon caught up on old times. Musical
instruments of all kinds were allowed in hell, and Sam had formed a band, made
a lot of money, and eventually opened his own disco. The two friends partied the
night away in Sam’s disco, talking about old times, drinking heavily, and having
a great time. Finally, Ollie realized that time had gotten away from him, and he
had only minutes to get back to heaven. He rushed out of the disco, leaving his
harp behind. He made it to the front gates of heaven, and pounded on the door.
St Peter peeked out, and said “God told me you would be coming back, but I
can’t let you in until I hear you play your harp!” Ollie cried
“Oh No!

I left my harp in Sam Clam’s disco!”

On Tuesday, July 20th, 10 members of The PROBUS Club of Presqu'ile enjoyed the first Big
Apple breakfast in many months. It was a beautiful July morning, perfect for breakfast on the
deck! Members of the Colborne PROBUS club "joined" us at a near by table.
The next Big Apple breakfast will be on August 17th at 10am. Hope to see you there!

Slowly but surely we are starting to resume activities. You've seen the pictures
of the Big Apple visit already.
In addition the golf group met this month playing 9 holes at Barcovan.

Not to be outdone Evelyn was caught on camera playing croquet!

Deep into the archives this month. March 2016 issue to be
precise.
We've been having fun for a long time.

It wasn't all fun this month. Serious work got done by the management team

2020 – 21
Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President
Debbie Dupuis

905-439-2136

Vice President
Marilyn Binkley

613-475-3467

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

Public Relations Chair
Vacant

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Vacant

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden

Communications
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

613-439-8826

Past President
John Gurney
Treasurer
David Crouch

House
Vacant

613-438-2573

Community Liaison
Vacant

The Lunch Bunch is aiming to restart with lunch following the Annual General Meeting
in September assuming there is enough demand. Please let Fred, June or Debbie know
if you are interested.

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
August 9th and August 23rd
Let David know if you are interested in joining.
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present
Email:
Phone:

“Lunch Bunch”
Currently Not Meeting
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com

Bowling Club
Will not meet until September
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com

The Book Club.
Currently not meeting
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 8:30 Tuesday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bid Euchre Group

Currently not meeting
Coordinator: Barb & Jim at bcairney@sympatico.ca or
jamesoliver.st@gmail.com _____

On the following page you will find a
Membership Renewal form.
Please note that as a result of Covid 19 restrictions,the 20212022 membership renewal process begins on July 1 and will
continue through Sept 15. That will not be the case in future
years. This is an exceptional year.
I think that everyone can agree on that!

PROBUS CLUB
OF PRESQU'ILE
P.O. Box 606 Brighton, ON K0K 1H0

Annual Membership RENEWAL (2021-2022)

STEP 1: Please Print Clearly
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address:

No change

New address is:

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The annual membership fee is due
and payable by the 31st of July of
each year.
The 2021-2022 Membership renewal process
begins on July 1st 2021
and will continue through September 15th 2021
Please note that there will be no extension
on the September 15th date.

________________________________
Email:

No change

New email is:

________________________________
Phone:

No change

New # is: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

To ensure your timely renewal, please
complete the form to the left and either bring it
to the next PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile
meeting or mail it to:
P.O. Box 606 Brighton, ON K0K 1H0

STEP 2: If your spouse/partner is also renewing, print
their information below.
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We’ve tried to streamline the process and
ensure accuracy of information and monies.

Email:

Same, or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

This form satisfies a number of objectives:

Phone:

Same, or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

• makes the renewal process easy
• spouses can renew on the same form
• identifies amount owing and method of

STEP 3: Please submit with the correct
Membership Fee:

Cash

One Person: $30.

payment to support appropriate reconciliation
of monies

Cheque
Two People: $60.

(Please make cheque payable to PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile)

• allows for validation by the Club of monies
received and update of membership list
Please ensure that you notify us of any
changes to your contact information and feel free
to use the back of this form if necessary

Official Club Use Only:
$ Received: _________

Date: _________

Amount validated by: ________ (initials)
Membership list updated by: ________ (initials)

The Club appreciates your timely response.
"THANK YOU"

Our strength is fellowship – our
success is participation

