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President’s Message

After 2 years of masking, isolating hand sanitizing and any other mandate
out there I got Covid. While I had my suspicions as to where I got it, I
can’t be absolutely sure. To make matters worse I got the worse head
cold that I can remember having.
To me, this highlites the fact that unless you wrap yourself in a bubble
and hide out in the deepest, darkest corner of your basement it is
probably impossible to avoid at some point. Some people will be lucky
and just not get it. The rest of us not so lucky. However compared to this
time two years ago when Covid struck fear in all our hearts, after being
vaccinated and with a less severe strain (although much more
contagious) this has become a more flu like illness.
So we should look at the positives and not the negatives that we have in
our lives now as compared to two years ago and enjoy things that have
been denied to us way to long. Our card groups and bowling (with a few
hiccups)have started up again. Golf will soon be available. The Lunch
Bunch. Trips to the theatres. All thing that our PROBUS club can start
participating in again and we can now look forward to.
Marilyn

Linda Young

April 4th

Carol Simpson

April 19th

Luanne Legault

April 7th

Christine Windebank

April 21st

John Towell

April 8th

Rob Craig-Murphie

April 23rd

Jo-Anne Smith

April 10th

Fred Smith

April 28th

Eileen Paulsen

April 13th

Don Godden

April 30th

The technology group was ready to go.
Registration was happening and, as the
numbers swelled there was socialisation.
Wow!
There was even green to be seen in
honour of St. Patrick's Day. With 38
members present and 5 via Zoom it was
starting to feel like the good old days.

Marilyn Binkley opened the meeting and in the absence
of Marc Coté we led ourselves in Oh Canada! A fine job
we did too.
Ann Vowles then
introduced our speaker
for the day
Nate Hendley, appearing via Zoom to talk about his new
book, The Beatle Bandit.
In July 1964, 24-year-old Matthew Kerry Smith
disguised himself with a mask and a Beatle wig.
He then hoisted a semi-automatic rifle and held
up a bank in North York. Although he escaped,
there were deadly consequences that fateful
day.

The Beatle Bandit:
A Serial Bank Robber’s
Deadly Heist, a CrossCountry Manhunt, and the
Insanity Plea That Shook the Nation
Note: the paperback and the e-book are available for loan from the
Brighton Public Library.
The paperback is available for purchase at Lighthouse Books.
The audio book is available from Amazon.
Nate’s other true-crime books include:
“Edwin Alzono Boyd: Life and Crimes of Canada’s Master Bank Robber”
For more information, check out Nate’s website:
www.natehendley.com

Member's Forum
Marilyn then invited Ronda
Moran to the podium.
Rhonda talked about her
long time hobby of collecting
memorabilia about the
British Royal Family and
advised that she has brought
with her a card
congratulating Queen
Elizabeth on her 70 years on
the throne. Anyone
wishing to sign the card may
do so during the break.
Member’s Forum is open to any club member who would be interested in sharing their
hobby, travel story or other topic of interest in a 5-10 minute talk.
Contact: Ann Vowles, Program Chair. vowlesann@gmail.com

Bob Collins then came to the podium to
advise that the Lunch Bunch were
meeting at the Golden Valley in Trenton.
Although Bob told us that April's Lunch
Bunch would meet at the Red Rock
Canyon in Bellevile that subsequently had
to be changed to the Piper Arms in
Belleville.

Then, after a break for refreshments Marilyn came
back to speak with us all.
“To say the last year has been a challenge would be
an understatement.
Hopefully we have seen the backside of the Covid
pandemic. And while we
are told the virus is here to stay and will not be totally
eradicated life can turn to some form of normalcy.

This is an appeal for volunteers to fill our vacant positions. We, your
Management Team have been doing double duty for the past year. Now with
venues that we have used and enjoyed in the past reopening it is time for us to
take a look at utilizing these. After two years of constant lockdowns I am sure
they are looking towards building back their businesses again. And we are
looking forward to getting past small gatherings, seeing friends we have not
seen in a while and enjoying entertainment live, not just on ZOOM.
In order for this to happen our club needs help.
As an example many of the theatres have reopened and have published their lists of
productions coming up. If there is interest in this then we need someone to coordinate
an outing.
Anyone who takes this on would not be on their own but would have members
of the Management Team to advise and assist. Individuals who take on a role
do not need to do this on their own but can have a team to work with. And
there are other venues that people should look into to see if they are of interest
to our members. Individuals who take on any of the coordinator’s roles do not
have to do this on their own but would work with a team. Our club had a very active
social agenda and to ensure that we continue with this depends on the work of our
members. If anyone would like more information about how they can assist us, we
have job descriptions that you can review. Any member of the Management Team
would be happy to talk to interested members or an individual can attend our
management meeting to see what we do.
Please, please think about this and come forward to help make our club
vibrant again.”
Finally she gave thanks to the volunteers that make things happen for our meetings
Marilyn thanked June Davis, Debbie Bradley, Linda Crouch and Linda Young
for their assistance with the treats and beverages for the meeting.
Marilyn also thanked Doug Vowles for his assistance over the last several
months with the technical set up to enable us to host meetings via ZOOM
during the Pandemic.
In honour of St. Patrick’s Day the following day our President entertained us with a
very good Irish joke

Breaking News
Share the Wealth
Returns at the April
General Meeting

Speaker: Christian Jaehn-Kriebaum
Topic: The Rise and Fall of the Berlin Wall
Christian Jaehn-Kriebaum was born in 1960 in West
Berlin and grew up in a country divided. He was just
a year-old when the Berlin Wall was built. In 1999,
he moved to Canada and began work as a Financial
Advisor, eventually opening his own financial
planning practice “Living Financial”.
Christian is actively involved with the Kiwanis Club of
Trenton as a Past-President and Past-Secretary.
Additionally he serves a Past-President of the Quinte West InterService Club. And is an active member of the Quinte West Chamber
of Commerce. A fitness enthusiast, Christian is the coach for learn-torow and is the current President of the Trenton Rowing & Paddling
Club.
Christian enjoys public speaking on educational topics, including
The Rise and Fall of the Berlin Wall.

Peter Lockyer
Peter has worked as a radio and
television journalist for CBC in locations
across Canada, and in Europe, and as a
filmmaker documenting Canada’s relief
and development efforts around the
world.
In 2000, Peter returned to his hometown
of Picton and became involved in efforts
to restore significant heritage properties
in the community. These experiences
encouraged him to found his company
History Lives Here Inc.
Peter is the creator of the company’s popular History Moments regional
television series – short stories showcasing the hidden history that is in every
community.

Maple syrup is probably not the first edible one thinks of when discussing kosher foods. But
kosher maple syrup has been available since the mid 1980s,
although it took quite a lot of doing on the part of the Plessisville maple syrup co-operative to
make it happen.
Maple sap is poured into shallow and flat
pans in order to boil the water away quickly.
As the concentration of sugar increases, the
bubbling becomes more pronounced. In the
old days some syrup makers would tie a
piece of pork fat onto a string and hang it on
the edge of the evaporator, over the
bubbling syrup, calming the roiling surface.
That, was the early anti-foaming agent, but
it sure wasn't kosher.
Claude Tardif, then marketing manager for Plessisville
co-op, wanted to sell to those who ate kosher. He went
to the "Orthodox Union of Jewish Congregations of
America", in New York city. The Union allows the
symbol OU to appear on certified kosher foods. Working
with the Union and with the people at "Montreal Kosher"
whose symbol is MK, Tardif struck a deal after three
years of negotiations. In the intervening time he had to
convince producers to get rid of the "pork on a rope",
and to use a small capsule containing a mineral
material, and/or vegetable oil dispensed with an eye
dropper, as the anti-foaming agents.
The Orthodox Union and Montreal Kosher insisted on
having the name and address of every producer who
sold syrup to Plessisville Co-op, and on the right to
make unannounced visits at any time. The deal called
for zero tolerance. If even one producer was seen using
the pork fat, the agreement would be off, and the co-op
would have to pull all of its products identified as kosher
off the shelves.
Well, it worked, and none of those who sold to Plessisville used the pork thing again.
Everyone won. The syrup was freed of the small possibility of a rancid taste that might have

been caused by overuse of the pork rind, and those who prefer kosher are now able to enjoy
the growing range of maple products. After more than thirty-five years the OU symbol can still
be seen on Citadelle, and now, on other brands of sweet stuff. Enjoy.

Marc Coté

Ukraine. How can we help.
Rod and Rhonda MacDonald
Virtually all Canadians, and indeed the entire
civilized world, are overwhelmed by the atrocities
taking place in Ukraine. The bravery and courage
of the defenders, the appalling devastation in the
cities and countryside, the desperation of millions
of citizens (mainly women, children and elderly)
is something we never in our wildest dreams ever
expected to witness every day on our TVs.
Two of our members, likely as most of you, have
been haunted by the atrocities in Ukraine and
wondered "is there something more we can do,
other than writing a cheque." Rod and Rhonda
MacDonald are of that mind and have been
researching the possibilities/practicalities of
sponsoring a refugee family. While still in the development stage here is an overview of where
they are in the process.
Canada has established the "Canada - Ukraine authorization for emergency travel" (CUAET)
a country specific program which circumvents and speeds up the normal immigration process.
It is a temporary residence program which enables Ukrainians and their families to come to
Canada and includes the ability to work and study. It is for up to ten years but with renewal in
3 year increments. There is recognition that many arrivals will wish to return to their homes
but the plan also includes provision to apply for Permanent Residency if they decide to
remain.
Rod and Rhonda expect the government's expectation is early arrivals will be because of
connections they already have here (family, friends, etc). That appears to be the case given
they are aware of groups already well along in the CUAET process, one here in Brighton, one
in Cobourg and a third in Port Hope/Cobourg. Assistance is being provided by the New
Canadian Centre (NCC) (branch office Cobourg) who Rod has had several conversations
with.

-

Rod and Rhonda have also been in
discussions with The minister of Trinity
St James United Church. That has
evolved to a first meeting with a small
Brighton group (independant) with a
view to a collaborative association
moving toward the goal of refugee
sponsorship.

At this point they feel rather than start
the process from the very beginning
(application, approval from
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada) it would be more
practical to join with a group that are
well along in the process and do
require help. As an example they have
started a conversation with several groups who are in the process of bringing families to our
area.
What Rod and Rhonda would like to know is who in our Probus group would like to be
involved in this process. Since we don't actually have a refugee family as yet the actual needs
are uncertain. Typically housing, health (medical/dental/psychological), language, schooling,
transportation, social, (both local and other Ukrainians), employment, SIN, OHIP, driver
licenses, general orientation, the list goes on and last, but certainly not least, financial
assistance.
Please email Rod or Rhonda (rrmacdon60@gmail.com) or call 613 439-8934 for additional
information and to discuss how you might help.

aid

At the April General Meeting feel
free to wear Yellow and Blue in
support of Ukraine. The fact that
they are PROBUS colours as well is
a bonus.

so

Progressive Euchre
As you can see below the Progressive Euchre group met for the first time in a long, long time

It isn't clear at the moment what dates in April the Euchre
group will meet. Watch for further information at The
General Meeting in April

The Lunch Bunch
We met as planned at the Golden Valley. It was great to be out there and it showed in the
animated conversation and smiling faces.

In April the LUNCH Bunch will meet after the General Meeting at the Pipers Arms in
Belleville. NOT THE Red Rock Canyon.

As this is a venue change, if you haven't already done so
please confirm your attendance.

Golf
Not there yet but getting closer . Information to come in May
newsletter

A guy visits Amsterdam and whilst
he is there meets and falls in love
with a young lady.
He moves in with her and gets a
job, which means he is out all day
and the girlfriend is lonely.
She asks if he will buy her a pet.
"Sure" he says, "What sort of pet
do you want?"
"I want something typical of
Holland." she replies.
Next day he goes into town and finds a pet shop.
"I want a pet for my girlfriend, please - typical of Holland."
The shopkeeper scratches his head and says, " Mmmmm - can't think what but I have some lovely French Poodle pups."
"No thanks." says the man and he leaves.
At the next pet shop he asks the same question. The shop owner is just as
puzzled and says, "Can't think what to suggest - but I have some wonderful
German Shepherd dog pups."
"No, thanks." says our man and leaves - somewhat down-hearted.
At the next shop, he asks the same question, and again, the shopkeeper is
perplexed. "Something typical of Holland? No, I can't think of anything - but how
about these lovely Brazilian parakeets?"
"No, thanks." says our man, and leaves even more worried than before.
At the last pet shop in Amsterdam, he goes in, asks the same question, and
gets a similar answer. "I have some beautiful Irish Setter puppies"
"No, thanks." says the man, and leaves the shop. He turns to look in the
window as he leaves, and sees a gorgeous cat sunning itself in the corner.
He dashes back and asks the shopkeeper:
"Excuse me, but ... HOW DUTCH IS THAT MOGGY IN THE WINDOW?"

Memories from the April 2016 issue this month

SOCIAL UPDATE David Crouch
We are attempting to restart the social aspect of our PROBUS club. Going forward, I am
open with organizing one or two events a year, but am not available to look after the Social
Committee on a regular basis, but would be very pleased to help, and assist anyone who
might be interested in getting a “little” involved in this part of our club. We really need more
of our members to get involved, if we are going to get back to the great club that we had
two plus years ago.
To kick start this, I have made contact with the Capitol Theatre in Port Hope, and am
attempting to organize an afternoon in June at the Theatre to see “A Closer Walk with
Patsy Cline”. As some of you may remember there was an interest sheet for this event, at
the March meeting. Eleven members expressed an interest, which is a good start.
At the April meeting I will be collecting monies for this event, and will attempt to answer any
questions members might have. Currently, we have twenty seats on hold. The expectation
would be that we would have an optional dinner following the show.
Details of this show are as follows
A CLOSER WALK WITH PATSY CLINE
A stunning tribute to one of country music’s greatest stars!
One of the all-time legends of country music, Patsy Cline’s
enduring legacy crosses generations, musical genres, and
nations. She has inspired millions of musicians and fans alike
with her charm, humour, and unforgettable voice. Featuring all
her biggest hits (Crazy, Walkin’ After Midnight),A Closer Walk
with Patsy Cline will tell her story and have you singing all the way home.
June 18, 2022 2pm Price $41
Capitol Theatre, Port Hope
Currently, the Capitol Theatre (Port Hope), has a Covid-19 policy, very similar to our own, in
that vaccine passports and masks are still required, and social distancing is being
practiced. Now, we cannot be sure that this will still be place in June, however in my
opinion the theatre is taking a very responsible position, particularly regarding seniors, and
that is why we decided to begin with this venue.
If you would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
David Crouch
djcrouch@hotmail.com
613-475-3467

As you can see from the previous page David Crouch is kick-starting our social activities but
we need someone to take on leadership so here is a little look at what that entails

Social Chair.
It sounds intimidating but it's really not as Linda Crouch can tell you.
We rely a lot on group outings and activities to build relationships across our
members. It's one of the things that has made our club so successful. Think of
the Social Chair as the co-ordinator of a team that thinks up and then
implements things we do. Usually that's a brainstorming get together for outings
set up by the Social Chair. Nothing formal just friends meeting to plot and plan.
Then members of the committee take responsibility for organising a specific
event each. Many of our events repeat over time – visits to the theatre, Naughty
Pantos, days at the races, Concerts etc. so thinking up ideas is not too onerous.
It just needs someone to lead it.
It's a job of co-ordination and management and we have lots of people who
spent their careers managing teams so why not step up for this team
management opportunity. You'll never regret it.
Talk to any of the management team to find out more.

The Management Team met in March
As we restart it's necessary to have a good game plan. So we plan.

2021 – 22
Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President
Marilyn Binkley

613-439-8826

Vice President

Past President
Treasurer
David Crouch

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

Public Relations
Chair
Vacant

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Vacant

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden

Communications
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

House
Vacant

613-475-3467

613-438-2573

Community Liaison
Vacant

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Finished Until Next Year
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present

“Lunch Bunch”
Meeting in March at the Golden Valley
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Now meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club
Should you wish to join the group please contact
Fred “Gutter Ball” Smith
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com
Phone : 613-403-4002
The Big Apple Breakfast Group
No Longer Meeting. Big Apple restaurant is closed due to lack of
staff.
Will restart if and when the Big Apple re-opens.
Contact : David Crouch
The Book Club.
Now Meeting!
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Interim Coordinator David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
…………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 9:00am Monday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

