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President’s Update
Welcome to Spring!!
I hope you are all taking advantage of this beautiful weather.
Thank you for your support in getting our first meeting in a year off the ground.
I have heard from a few members who attended our meeting in person and by
Zoom with lots of positive feedback. We had 16 In Person participants and 17
by Zoom. There were two speakers:
Dan Buchanan, The History Guy with a presentation about the HMS Speedy.
Jamie Doolittle, the Canadian PROBUS Club President.
I have learned more about technology in this year than in the previous 10
years. There is a definite learning curve to all of this. I believe we are all doing
well with it.
We held two Management Meetings this month by Zoom; not because we had
major issues to discuss, however we have moved the date of the meetings
from the 2nd Tuesday to the morning of the 4th Tuesday of the month to allow for
the proceedings to be reported in the Newsletter in real time.
This meeting saw the completion of the draft for the By-Law updates. The final
draft will have a review next meeting and then should be ready for approval by
the membership.
There was discussion regarding speakers for the next General Meeting. Our
speaker is Chief James Smith, Brighton’s Fire Chief. Chief Smith is also in
charge of the COVID-19 Protocol roll out for Brighton.

We discussed the start up of several groups including Lunch Bunch, Bowling,
and the Monthly Breakfast at The Big Apple. All activities will follow all COVID
safety protocol.
I will once again be polling the membership in a week or so to get a number for
our In Person attendees and a list of Zoom participants who wish to receive an
invite.
As always, stay safe, check in on your friends.
Debbie
Edit April 1, 2021
The Premier has put on the Emergency Brakes for the next 28 days effective 12:01
Saturday April 3rd for the whole Province. This will have a negative affect on our In
Person meeting for April.
The meeting of April 21st is cancelled. The decision about a possible Zoom meeting
has not been made yet so please keep an eye on your emails.
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Our first General Meeting since......... forever!

On St. Patrick's Day, no less.
And it was great!
Some hardy souls attended in person plus more “piped in” via Zoom some from as far
away as deepest Florida.
Not one, but two, excellent speakers.
Setup was done by the Town of Brighton and was meticulous.

Sadly, no greeting hugs but lots of hand sanitizer.

People came. Both in person and online.

Even from Florida!

Our esteemed President
opened the Meeting.
With an Internet audience as
well as a live one. Pretty sure
that's a first for Debbie.
And then Marylin introduced our first
speaker........
Dan Buchanan who led us through his book on
HMS Speedy.

Dan took us through the reason for the trial and the regional politics which led to the voyage.

He also walked us through the
participants in the tragedy.

As well as talking about what it is believed happened on that fateful night.

Then Dan moved to modern times and the work which Ed Burrt did to locate and investigate
where it is believed that the wreck occurred. He led us through the politics and red tape which
has prevented retrieval of the artifacts which could have given us definitive proof.

Politics ancient and modern
threads through this whole
story . It was a fascinating
presentation of a unique part
of Brighton's history and the
history of Upper Canada.
Thank you Dan.

As our second speaker we were pleased to have Jamie Doolittle, President of PROBUS
Canada and a long time member of the Cobourg PROBUS group.
He spoke eloquently of the history of PROBUS and many of the differences in the clubs
around Canada and the world. He also shared with us being volunteered by his wife for the
Newsletter Editor position in Cobourg and how that led on through more senior positions in
the Cobourg club, then into the regional and national organisations culminating with the
Presidency.
It was Jaimie's first face to face engagement in 12 months and he obviously enjoyed it
immensely as did we.

An old man was eating at a truck stop when three bikers walked in.
As they passed the old man the first biker pushed his cigarette into
the old man's pie. The second biker knocked over
the old man's coffee cup.
The third biker turned over the old man's plate.
Without saying a word the old man paid, got up, and left the diner.
One of the bikers said to the waitress, “Not much of a man was he?”
The waitress replied.
“Not much of a truck driver either. He just backed his big rig over three
motorcycles!”

Some days ago we all moved the clock hands
forward an hour, but we are still in Covid standard
time. And, we are likely to chafe under that yoke for
some months yet. How can such a small entity as a
virus affect the lives of everyone on earth, when no
individual ever did? Not Mohammed, not Jesus, nor
Attila the Hun, Alexander the Great, or Napoleon
Bonaparte.
Except .....perhaps....one. A British writer and futurist
named Arthur C. Clarke. Here's what I wrote about
him on my radio show in January of 1995.
One of my favourite authors was honoured this
week. Arthur C. Clarke was made an honorary
"Doctor of Letters" by the university at Liverpool.
He's the Englishman who wrote "2001, A Space
Odyssey", a book that was made into a movie of the
same name.

If you read science fiction or science fact, you likely have
come across some of his more than 50 books, of which
there are more than 50 million copies around. "Childhood's
End", "Earthlight", "A Fall of Moondust", 'The Nine Billion
Names of God", "The Sands of Mars", "Glide Path", are
some of his titles. The latest book of his that I have read is
called "The Ghost from the Grand Banks". It is about rival
groups and their efforts to raise the Titanic.
It was on CBC radio news that I heard that his honorary
degree was being beamed to him via satellite. The story
inferred that this was because he seldom left his home in Sri
Lanka.

But I think there is a far more compelling reason to use
satellites when communicating with Arthur C. Clarke. He's
the man who first realized that there could be such a thing
as a geostationary communications satellite, one whose
orbit around our planet is such that it appears to always be
in the same spot when viewed from earth. Of course he had
to figure out the altitude of this orbit in order for the
arrangement to be permanent. He did all this for a story he
was writing, and, when it was published, he gave the whole
world the idea.
Ted Rogers probably reads stuff by Arthur C. Clarke, or at
least knows someone who does.
Back to the present.
In the quarter century since I wrote this item, things have
changed, and there are now thousands of man-made
satellites whizzing around our planet. Many of them are
there to relay sounds and images from and to everywhere
on earth. Beginning about 50 years ago, or so, Clarke has
prophesied the explosion in the capabilities of instantaneous
communication. He said that many people would no longer
have to commute to their jobs, but could run their affairs from afar. They would shop from
home, and get their news electronically.
And, you have just proved him right....you did not have to tip some kid to get this written
message from me.
Arthur Clarke died in Columbo, the capital of Sri Lanka, March 19th, 2008 at age 90.
Marc Coté.

Barb Cairney sent me a joke this month.
People do. But this was different.
I have a clear memory of my Mum telling a
variant of this joke at a church amateur dramatic
performance. The lead role that night was late so
someone said “Betty, go out there and tell the
audience a joke to fill in.” So she did. What's
interesting is that I had been thinking of using
the joke this month if I was short of content and
then.....
Lo and Behold Barb sent it to me!
There was a man from Brighton, Ontario, who moved to Bulgaria and got a job driving
trains for a living. He loved his job. Driving a train had been his dream ever since he
was a child and had a pet rooster. He loved to make the train go as fast as possible.
Unfortunately, one day he was a little too reckless and caused a crash. He made it out,
but a single person died. Well, needless to say, he went to court over this incident. He
was found guilty, and was sentenced to death by electrocution. When the day of the
execution came, he requested a single banana as his last meal. After eating the
banana, he was strapped into the electric chair. The switch was flown, sparks flew, and
smoke filled the air – but nothing happened. The man was perfectly fine.
Well, at the time, there was an old Bulgarian law that said a failed execution was a sign
of divine intervention, so the man was allowed to go free. Somehow, he managed to
get his old job back driving the train. Having not learned his lesson at all, he went right
back to driving the train with reckless abandon. Once again, he caused a train to
crash, this time killing two people. The trial went much the same as the first, resulting
in a sentence of execution. For his final meal, the man requested two bananas. After
eating the bananas, he was strapped into the electric chair. The switch was thrown,
sparks flew, smoke filled the room – and the man was once again unharmed.
Well, this of course meant that he was free to go. And once again, he somehow
managed to get his old job back. To what should have been the surprise of no one, he
crashed yet another train and killed three people. And so he once again found himself
being sentenced to death. On the day of his execution, he requested his final meal:
three bananas.
"You know what? No," said the executioner. "I've had it with you and your stupid
bananas and walking out of here unharmed. I'm not giving you a thing to eat; we're
strapping you in and doing this now." Well, it was against protocol, but the man was
strapped in to the electric chair without a last meal. The switch was pulled, sparks flew,
smoke filled the room – and the man was still unharmed. The executioner was
speechless.
The man looked at the executioner and said, "Oh, the bananas had nothing to do with
it. I'm just a bad conductor."

sent me this. In my completely unbiased opinion as a husband I think it's a
fabulous idea!
Calling the ladies of Presqu'Ile PROBUS to pamper their men on
Husband Appreciation Day–April 17, 2021.More romantic than Father’s Day
with less pressure than Valentine’s Day,Husband Appreciation Day is
observed on the third Saturday in April. We love this little known holiday
dedicated to the men in our lives who show up for us in bold and subtle ways
every day of the year. It’s fun-loving spirit gives us lucky spouses an opportunity
to be creative and thoughtful in how we show our appreciation to our partners.
Make a gift, Do Something he loves to do.
Aside from some of the ideas above, you can also show your husband
appreciation by:
– Giving him a compliment – Cook his favorite meal – Print and fill a Certificate
of Appreciation or a card
Now you ask: Is there a Wife Appreciation Day---Yes! Wife Appreciation Day is
the third Sunday in September. It has similar traditions to Husband Appreciation
Day.
Suzanne also sent me this.
Now a personal story that occurred this month...
On Thursday, March 11th, I found a surprise package on my doorstep before 9
AM comprising a photo box filled with gifts: a bottle of white wine from a County
Winery, a little box with 4 pastel melt-away cookies, a white porcelain tray and a
mason jar containing a Spring floral arrangement with a thank you note and an
invitation to join a Master Chef presentation via Zoom. That was a great kickstart
for that day and the Zoom viewing in the evening complemented it nicely. It
certainly was a different isolation day to remember!

She was on a roll this month and got permission for the next story from Vic Shukov.

Meet the light-hearted inventor of Alphaghetti
by Vic Schukov on Thursday, October 5, 2017
Brighton Independent--excerpts from this article with permission from the author
and journalist.
Most people have to think about
their answer to the question,
“What is your philosophy on
life?” Joe Banbury (before even
being asked) puts it out there
right away: “If you’re not having
fun, stop doing it.”

Joe is funny; you expect that from the moment you walk past his tinman waving to
you from the front lawn.

During high school summers, he worked in the federal experimental farm in
Smithfield. After graduating from ENSS, Joe attended Macdonald College of
Agriculture in Montreal.
By the time he got his degree in 1960, Banbury had worked in five farming
research stations. As a result, Banbury was hired by Libby Canada based in
Chatham, going from assistant manager of research to assistant manager of
quality control: “One day, a manager came over and asked why we couldn’t
make spaghetti in anything other than strings. I agreed to make him some
samples. He took one look at my samples and said, ‘Alphaghetti.’ Three
months later, it was in stores.”
There you have it---a local Canadian Inventor in our midst!

Doug and Ann Vowles have been the enthusiastic owners of an electric car
since December of 2019. Covid protocols have prevented their sharing this
experience with just about everybody, but an Earth Week event in Cobourg
should help them get the word out.
An Electric Vehicle Show & Tell will be held Wednesday April 21 3:00 to 6:00 PM
at the Venture 13 parking lot, 739 D'Arcy St,in Cobourg. There will be EV’s from
Tesla, Ford, Nissan, GM, and Hyundai/Kia and their owners, as well as
representatives from several local dealerships. No rides at this time (that will be
coming!) but a great opportunity to ask questions, see the cars up close, and
talk to real world owners.

Doug with the Tesla Model 3
and friend David with his new Ford Mustang Mach-e.
Contact Doug ( Phone 647-221-4454 or email dsvowles@gmail.com )
if you have any questions about the event.

An excerpt from the August 2018 edition. This was a great event. I'm sure many
of you remember it fondly.
WESTBEN CENTRE, CAMPBELLFORD
On a beautiful sunny Friday evening on July 20th, a group of our members
attended “The British Invasion” at the Westben Barn Theatre, Campbellford.
Internationally acclaimed lead vocalist and frontman, Belleville's "Andy Forgie"
joined forces with one of the Quinte regions most popular groups "Big Black
Smoke".
Their music was a celebration of the British Invasion & the American Revolution
that was electrifying. They began with "The Beatles" in 1964 through to Crosby,
Stills & Nash and more. It was terrific to see several of our members out in the
aisles rocking & rolling to some of the dance tunes later in the show. Rock on!!
For those of you unfamiliar with the Westben facility, it sits on several acres of
parkland type surroundings, just north of the Campbellford town limits.
This was another great event organized by your Theatre Guru Chris Penhall.

Below are photographs of the “Andy Forgie” & the “Big Black Smoke”
band.

Four guys have been going on the same fishing trip for many years.
Two days before the group is to leave, Ron's wife puts her foot down and tells him he isn't
going. Ron's mates are very upset that he can't go, but what can they do.
Two days later the three get to the camping site only to find Ron sitting there with a tent
set up, firewood gathered, and dinner cooking on the fire.
"Hey Ron, how long you been here, and how did you talk your missus into letting you
go?"
"Well, I've been here since yesterday. Yesterday evening, I was sitting in my chair and my
wife came up behind me and put her hands over my eyes and said, 'Guess who?'"
I pulled her hands off, and she was wearing a brand new nightie.
She took my hand and pulled me to our bedroom.. The room had candles and rose petals
all over.
On the bed she had handcuffs, and ropes! She told me to tie and cuff her to the bed, and
I did.
And then she said, "Do whatever you want."
So, Here I am.
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I make no apologies for the placement of the following joke.

To Err is Human
To Blame it
on someone else
Shows Management
Potential

Slowly things are starting to happen. Let's hope it continues.
Bowling Group
For the months of April and May, Presqu’ile Lanes has agree to provide the PROBUS Club of
Presqu’ile the opportunity to bowl on the first and third Thursdays. There is room for a
minimum of 4 additional members (members who bowled last fall have already agreed to
bowl). The bowling must be in a semi organizated format, so it would be necessary for
members to bowl on a regular basis. COVID 19 protocol is in effect at all times, and masks
are required. If anyone is interested, please contact Fred Smith (613-403-4002 or
fredwandasmith@gmail.com).
And this from Debbie Bradley
Walking Group
Myself and a group of other walkers feel April is a great time to start our Tuesday morning
walks in the park. We will start the weekly meet up at polywogs on Tuesday, April 6th as the
official start. Myself and several others have noticed that we may want to branch off into two
walking groups as there may be members that have health issues or prefer to walk at a
leisurely pace. A second group likes to motor on a little more briskly and cover more ground. I
want everyone to enjoy themselves at their own pace and not feel hindered to keep up!
It looks as if Spring has finally sprung and the ice and snow has pretty well disappeared in the
park. Lots of britonians were out enjoying the park today for sure. So don't be shy and come
out on the 6th at 8:30 at polywogs ( just outside of the park entrance) and we will carry on
from there. If you have a park pass that would be very beneficial as we still need to practice
our covid protocols and can't load up cars with those that are not in our bubbles.
Please come out and join a fun group enjoying fresh air and socializing! We'll do our bodies
and spirits good!
Debbie Bradley/walking group co-ordinator
Feel free to call @ 905-782-2579 if you have any questions
The Lunch Bunch met at The Whistling Duck after the General Meeting. Bob Collins advises
that April's session will take place at a restaurant in Trenton.
Contact Bob Collins phone at 613-439-9757 or by Email at bobcollins1949@gmail.com June
Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Currently Not Meeting
Coordinator – None at the moment
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator Don Young
Email: don.linda.young@hotmail.com
Phone: 613-475-2600.

“Lunch Bunch”
Meeting after the General Meeting every month
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-439-9757 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club
Now meeting. See note above.
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com

The Book Club.
Currently not meeting
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Open. See note above.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 8:30 Tuesday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bid Euchre Group

Currently not meeting
Coordinator: Barb & Jim at bcairney@sympatico.ca or
jamesoliver.st@gmail.com _____

