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April General Meeting : Cancelled
STAY SAFE & HEALTHY
Like many of you, we are closely monitoring the
evolving situation of Coronavirus (COVID-19)
and its impact on all of us.
Our hearts and thoughts go out to the people who
have been affected by this unprecedented event
and we appreciate the healthcare workers, local
communities, and governments around the world
who are on the front line working to contain this
outbreak. Although the Coronavirus has put a
damper on all our activities, we would never ask
you to take risks. The health and well-being of
all of you has always and will continue to stay a priority.
We pray that you all stay safe during this difficult time.
We look forward to welcoming you back to PROBUS Presqu’ile once this difficult situation has
passed. In the meantime, take care of yourself and your loved ones. We will make it through this
together
______________________________________________
In addition to our monthly General Meetings being cancelled until further notice it is my
understanding that all Special Interest Groups have alsao been cancelled until further notice. If in
doubt please contact the Co-ordinator of your group for more information.
______________________________________________
Is there a need for us to support each other during these trying times?
Such as arranging for grocery deliveries or even picking up some urgent groceries. Just phoning and
touching base with those in need, or not in need and just phoning!
If there is a need could you help coordinate this?
If so please let me know, my contact information is shown elsewhere in this newsletter.
______________________________________________
As we continue to be housebound is there a need for a list of good TV shows or recommended movies
to pass around? If so please let Peter Ramsden or myself know and we can publish it in next month’s

newsletter, assuming that we are still going to be housebound by then!
Here are just a few suggestions from June Davis:
The Walking Dead- Series, gruesome but great story line
Once upon a time in Hollywood- Grammy award winning show
Ford vs Ferrari- full of action
The Irishman- award winning
Rocket man
Big Little Lies- series, good story line
______________________________________________
Should you need medical assistance Jean Abrahams forwarded the following information:
NORTHUMBERLAND CARE
Virtual care now available for Northumberland patients without a family
doctor
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, Sunday, March 22, 2020 – a new website has
launched in Northumberland County to ensure our community knows the best way
to get in touch with their family doctor, and for those without a family doctor to get
the care they need.
With the COVID-19 pandemic and the recommendation that we all employ social
distancing, most family doctors are working virtually: talking with their patients over
the phone or through video conference. Several local doctors will also be available
during specific times to consult individuals who do not have a family doctor, serving
as a virtual walk-in clinic.
For those with a family doctor, individuals in Northumberland can use
northumberlandcare.com to find the best way to reach their family doctor during
this time.
For those without a family doctor, northumberlandcare.com can be used to see
the next available family doctor and how to contact their office during the specified
times. It is anticipated that a doctor will be available for 3 hours a day, 6 days a
week.
Northumberland Care is a collaboration between the family doctors of Brighton,
Campbellford, Cobourg, Colborne, Hastings, Port Hope, and Warkworth, Ontario
Health Team - Northumberland, Northumberland Hills Hospital, and the Port Hope
Walk-In Clinic.
______________________________________________
If you have anything you wish to share in next month’s newsletter please let Peter Ramsden or myself
know and we will fit it in.
These are certainly unusual times but by helping each other and by socializing remotely, whether it be a
phone call, an email or a simple act of kindness, together we will get through these troubling times.
We will make it through this together
John

Editor's Comment
This is going to be a very different newsletter than we've all been used to so let me
introduce you to what you will find here.
1) Birthdays. They haven't stopped!
2) The very few activities that took place before the shutdown
3) Links to good sources of information about the pandemic. If you are
in a PDF reader just click the link to open the web page. If you've
opened this in your Web browser right click on the link and select
Open New Tab.
4) Things to do. June Davis started the ball rolling. We offer you more.
5) There will be some humour too. We need that.
6) Information on the status of activities
So let's begin.

Linda Young

April 4th

Dot Worobetz

April 19th

Luanne Legault

April 7th

Christine Windebank

April 21st

John Towell

April 8th

Rob Craig-Murphie

April 23rd

Jo-Anne Smith

April 10th

Kate Shedden

April 27th

Marilyn Martin

April 13th

Fred Smith

April 28th

Eileen Paulsen

April 13th

Don Godden

April 30th

Carol Simpson

April 19th
That wasn't so hard was it.

BREAKING NEWS......
A lorry loaded with Vicks Vaporub has overturned on the highway.
Police do not expect any congestion for 8 hours

There weren't many. Only one in fact. But before the curtain came down on our
socialisation the curtain went up on a terrific performance of Chicago. The dancing
was awesome, the songs terrific. There was murder and mayhem, laughter and
pathos.

The first euchre group
of March managed to
meet. All other special
activities were, if
you'll pardon me
saying, “euchered”

Is uncertain but we are planning for it anyway
This event was scheduled for April 26th and
obviously is not going to happen at this time.
However, this production has been rescheduled for
the fall. The Best Western and the Northumberland
Players have allowed those of us who were holding
tickets for an April dinner theatre to hold them over
for an evening in the fall schedule.
We are asked not to be in touch with them until after
April 20th. Once I have more definitive information
regarding a confirmed date, and we are able to once
again have our General Meetings, I will begin the
sign up process again.
Those of you that have already paid for an April date
will be getting a refund as soon as I can and before I
put out a sign up sheet again, I will be checking with
you to see if you want to be on the new list.
Thank you to all for your patience as we sort through
these issues.
Give me a call if you have any concerns
Chris

We cleared out my gran's flat this morning, sorted out the
good stuff and put it on eBay, and then went to the estate
agents to put her flat on the market.
She'll get a surprise when she gets back from bingo.

HOLD THE DATE – July 21st
Nothing but hits from the latest musicals &
movies featuring stars of the 1970s! You’ll
enjoy songs from the new musical Summer,
the story of Donna Summer & from Beautiful
by Carole King. Get carried away by
Bohemian Rapsody by Queen, Rocket Man
by the famous Elton John & of course Stayin’
Alive by the Bee Gees.
I have centre front tickets held for our Club for the July 21 performance of STAYIN' ALIVE
I am hopeful that we will be able to enjoy this musical walk down memory lane in good weather in the
summer. It has not yet been postponed or canceled.
So if you are interested, please hold the date and I will be providing more information as I get it.
Thanks everyone - and stay well.
Best wishes
Chris

M.J. Sponder asked me to let you
know that her Pysanky egg
workshop will take place in Fall.
More on timing for this in future
newsletters.

On a more serious note we promised you links to good sources of information about the pandemic.
Here they are. We've tried to keep these to official sources so that they deal with fact rather than
opinion and we've also tried to include all levels from Provincial , through Federal to worldwide. There
is also one link to worldwide data from the European Centre for Disease Control and Prevention which
gives a perspective on where we have been from real data.

The 2019 Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
This page contains everything you need to know about how to cope plus information on
what is happening in Ontario. It is updated regularly.

Link https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus

And from a Federal perspective.

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19): Outbreak update
Link https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirusinfection.html

A view from the top

Link https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)
Statistics and Research
This is a private organisation and so open to bias but it is well regarded and the factual
information is from the European Center for Disease Control and Prevention and as such
is very solid.
Link https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus

This is just one of the many graphics from the World Health Organiaztion which
talk to Facts and Myths about the Corona virus

Link https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/mythbusters

We know Social Distancing works to slow the spread of the virus and it has come into our
lives very quickly. Here is what the Federal Government believes it should look like.

Which is brilliant but it does leave us with lots of time on our hands. So what to
do with that time. June Davis gave us a good start. Here are some more
thoughts.

Movies and TV series

Both these have a cost but are a huge resource for old and new movies and series. Downton
Abbey ( 52 episodes) is on Prime if you are the only person in the world who hasn't seen it.
Netflix carries Line of Duty a Brit police drama which runs to 29 episodes.

Let's not forget YouTube.... movies, tv series, music videos. Sometimes with music it is fun
just to pick a tune and then see what Youtube suggests next. After 10 or so tunes you'll be
amazed where you finish up.

Video Games
You don't have to go to the store to get games. Just head on over to Steam.
Plenty of Free to Play or buy any kind you want from 3d pinball through Tower
Defence to Role Playing Games and all points in between.

Reading
Tried and true. Good old fashioned reading. What no books in your home! Not a
problem if you have an eReader. Actually not a problem if you don't as long as
you have a smart phone or you can log on to a service from your computer.
Kobo has lots of low cost books. Kindle the same. Always wanted to read
Tolstoy's War and Peace. Now is your moment. Need to rack your brain solving
a good murder mystery? Go for it. The world is your oyster.
Speaking of which there are lots of museum virtual tours out on that vast
Internet thing. Need a list? Your editor is happy to oblige.

Virtual Museums
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner

Last but not least.....
Pick up the phone. Talk to family. Talk to friends – you've
got 139 of them that I know of! Who knows you may have
even more.

2019-20 Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President
John Gurney

613-779-1373

Past President
Jean Finkle

613-242-5387

Treasurer
Chris Penhall

613-475-3779

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

Public Relations Chair
David Crouch

613-475-3467

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden

613-438-2573

Communications
Marilyn Binkley

613-439-8826

613-848-1951

Community Liaison
Bob Vear

613-475-610

House Len Williams

Vice President
Debbie Dupuis

905-439-2136

Activity Co-Ordinators and Detail
All activities are suspended for April.
Activity Co-ordinators will review on an ongoing basis and we
will publish new schedules as they become available.
Hopefully May looks better.
We'll see.
Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Coordinator – David Crouch – drcrouch@hotmail.com or 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Co_ordinator Don Young
Email: don.linda.young@hotmail.com
Phone: 613-475-2600.

“Lunch Bunch”
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-439-9757 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or”
Debbie Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

Bridge Group
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com

The Book Club.
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Co-ordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Co-ordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com

Bid Euchre Group
Coordinator: Barb & Jim at bcairney@sympatico.ca or
jamesoliver.st@gmail.com _______

We had this section in last month's newsletter and I've left it in as when this is all over Jean
Finkle will still be looking for volunteers.
SOCIAL CHAIR / CO-CHAIR

SKILL SET
Good organizational skills
Good delegation skills
Good leadership skills
Good communication skills
Basic computer skills
RESPONSIBILITIES
Attend the monthly Management Meeting and the General Meeting and provide reports
on upcoming social events and/or the success of past events
Chair a committee which will:
Plan and work with other members to organize social events for the Club
Send information to the Newsletter Chair regarding any upcoming events
Organize an event and will provide a sign-up sheet at the General meetings
Collect all event fees where applicable
Promptly turn in all monies collected for events to the Treasurer and complete the
Social Event Revenue form
Provide a report to the Management Committee following any event where the
organizer
has concerns regarding choosing a similar event in the future.
Where funds have been collected, turn in the original of the signup sheet to the
Treasurer
Coordinate the AGM lunch in conjunction with the Past President
Be responsible for a cash float in the amount of which will be determined by the
Management Committee

VICE PRESIDENT
SKILL SET
Good leadership skills
Basic computer skills
Good communication skills
Good organizational skills

RESPONSIBILITIES
Attend the monthly Management meeting and the General meetings
Commit to a three year term – first as Vice President, then President, followed by Past
President
Assume any duties of the President in the absence of the President
Be one of four signatures for the Club
Gain knowledge about the Club's business and operation in preparation for serving as
President
Assist the Management Committee with needs as identified
Accompany / represent the President at other PROBUS Club functions as needed
Be responsible for holding a key to the Club's post office box
Be responsible for representing the Club and liaising with the Extravaganza Committee
until the closure of the event and reporting back to the Management Team and the
general membership regarding event planning progress. Generally this will continue
after the Vice President becomes President.
Attend the District meetings
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The calendar says it all.
We didn't have a General Meeting and we won't have one in April but at least
we can finish with a joke.
Hopefully Dot hasn't already told this one.

Jane and Arlene are outside their nursing home, having a drink and a smoke, when it starts to rain.
Jane pulls out a condom, cuts off the end, puts it over her cigarette, and continues smoking.
Arlene: What in the hell is that?
Jane: A condom. This way my cigarette doesn't get wet.
Arlene: Where did you get it?
Jane: You can get them at any pharmacy.
The next day, Arlene hobbles herself into the local pharmacy and announces to the pharmacist that she wants a box of
condoms.
The pharmacist, obviously embarrassed, looks at her kind of strangely (she is, after all, over 80 years of age), but very
delicately asks what size, texture, brand of condom she prefers. She replies.......
'Doesn't matter Sonny, as long as it fits on a Camel.'
And one last thought from our President
If you can't solve a problem the way you always have then look for an alternative.

