The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – September 2020
My Dear Fellow PROBUS Members
My me as your PROBUS Northumberland president is over as of September
24th, 2020 but the Covid pandemic con nues.
I started my presidency last Fall, with what I am sure was in the same feeling
of purpose and sense of responsibility that all presidents in the past had
started their respec ve terms.
I wanted to contribute in a meaningful way to a Club that had been a
welcoming venue for Jack and me, as newcomers to Cobourg.
I started the task with an incredibly suppor ve and keen team, and willing
volunteers. We had wonderful plans well in place to celebrate the Club’s 20th
Anniversary. The social commi ee chairs oﬀered some diﬀerent approaches and venues for the social
events which seemed to be greatly enjoyed and appreciated by members. Our speakers’ commi ee worked
hard to get quality speakers despite a limited budget. At one of our winter mee ngs, members took on the
challenge in great spirit when the electricity went oﬀ and the doors had to open to the cold to allow light in.
Our mee ng on March 12, was an example of a nice twist to a regular mee ng with Brian Salley leading us in
singing of Irish tunes.
Then Covid 19 rocked our world as we knew it. There were not any guidelines to refer to as to how one was
to perform as a PROBUS president during a pandemic. In what we know to be true about PROBUS
Northumberland members, it was easy to rally volunteers. We made ini al a empts to stay connected but it
didn’t take long for the volunteers and me to realize that every household was learning how to adapt to the
new demands thrust upon them.
I would like to think that all the members who held a posi on or who volunteered this past term have felt
appreciated for their eﬀorts by me and by all Club members.
It is that level of volunteerism and member par cipa on which is really the basis for a dynamic club.
Hopefully, we will learn something from the upcoming calls to each member household over the coming
weeks that will enable us to establish a means to stay connected as members in some way through the
remaining me of the pandemic.
As your past president, I have every inten on of helping Fraser Maxwell, and the 2020-2021 management
team so that we can con nue PROBUS Northumberland in some way through this unusual me. The survey
will be a great start.
Stay safe!
Regards.
Marcia MacLeod
President PROBUS Northumberland
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Hello fellow Probus Members,
Our club's membership year commences 1st August every year. However,
because of the present unusual circumstances we will not be collec ng any
annual dues for the 2020/2021 year at this me. We will no fy you when this
situa on changes.
Please look at PROBuzz and the Probus Northumberland Social Connec on page on Facebook for the latest
updates regarding our PROBUS ac vi es.
You will receive a telephone call in the next few weeks to discuss some ideas for future club ac vi es and to
ask for your input.
Stay safe everyone.
Maureen & John Cro s
Membership Commi ee
The word was put out that help was required to update our membership and to get answers to
a few ques ons from every member. And just like that 10 volunteers signed up to help! (Sound
of a snap of the ﬁngers)
Thank you to Susan Brown, Maureen Cavan, Jean Crawley, Mary Dunphy, Florence Fletcher,
Linda Nash, Francine Nesbi , Carol Pe er, Liz Stephen, Barb Swallow.
Although the ques ons the callers ask will be speciﬁc they will be trying to assess response to gatherings in
person, virtual (ZOOM gatherings), the newsle er or maybe the need for some to receive an occasional
phone call from a member during this me of the pandemic. Please feel conﬁdent to express your opinion.
There are no right or wrong answers. However, a er all the responses have been collated, the management
team will be able to have an apprecia on as to the best areas on which to focus a en on. The me you
oﬀer to answer the caller's ques ons will be much appreciated.

Covid-19 Web sites
You can get the latest local informa on on Covid-19 from several web sites.
Town of Cobourg h ps://www.cobourg.ca/en/covid-19.aspx
Hamilton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit: h ps://www.hkpr.on.ca/
Cobourg Blog: h ps://www.cobourgblog.com/covid-19-in-cobourg/
Ontario Informa on: h ps://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
County Informa on Page: h ps://www.northumberland.ca/en/county-government/covid-19-updates.aspx
Or call the Town of Cobourg Hotline: 289-677-0585 – Opera ng 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 7 days a week

Covid-19 Sta s cs for Northumberland
As of 28 August, there had been 32 cases, with 31 resolved. The most recent case was in Campbellford
Memorial Mul care Lodge, a Re rement home.
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Contributed by Pat Umiastowski
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Scenic Fall Drive
This year’s Scenic Fall Drive (in the past known as
The Drive “n” Dine) designed by Florence & Alan
Fletcher will take place on Thursday A ernoon,
October the 8th.
GOOD NEWS!
This is a great opportunity to get out and enjoy
some fresh air and see the beauty of the
Northumberland countryside. Along the way
there will be ques ons to keep the passengers
busy and hopefully spectacular fall colours to
enjoy, ﬁngers crossed!
A pit stop at the BIG APPLE will provide an opportunity to use the large and clean bathrooms. Enjoy a
beverage and snack if desired. Safety measures are well in place.
PASSENGERS:
People have already started to sign up for the drive and for the take home food.
We have several members who would like to par cipate in the drive as passengers. Please contact Florence
if you would be willing to take an extra person or two along on the drive with you.
NOT DINING ARRANGEMENTS:
•

Barb Swallow has arranged for a take away box lunch consis ng of your choice of pulled pork or
chicken on a bun, a salad and dessert to be available at the end of the drive and taken oﬀ site to eat
with whomever, wherever and whenever you choose.

COST:
•
•

$12 per person to be prepaid by September 24
Checks payable to Probus Northumberland and mailed or dropped oﬀ to:
Barb Swallow, 132 James St. E. Cobourg K9A 1H3

To cover administra on costs, $1 per par cipant will be collected on the day as the driving direc ons are
handed out.
ARE YOU INTERESTED?
Contact: Florence by email at
ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca or by phone at 905-3729010
More details will be provided to the
par cipants prior to the event.

Photos at right is from 2019 Drive and Dine
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Mee ngs May Not be Happening but Members S ll Meet.
Meet to Walk
Bill Ru le & Ted MacDonald meet pre y much daily
for a walk together.

Meet For Coﬀee

Pictured here Maureen Cavan (seated front), Mary Wilson
(back le ) Sally Wade (back right), Cathy Jolie (seated
right)

Meet to Celebrate
Back row from le to right–
Marcia MacLeod, Pat Umiastowski
and Linda Syrota
Seated – Diana Flynn (the
Birthday Girl herself), Carol Pe er
and Marg MacDermaid
Please email your photos of your
get togethers to
probuzz@gmail.com
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Presenta on of The Slate for the Management Team 2020-2021
Normally, the Vice President would present the slate for the management team at a
mee ng, one month prior to the AGM.
The slate for the term 2020-2021 has been approved by the present management
commi ee. It was decided by the management team that the slate be posted in the
August newsle er so that the members can be made aware.
[If you missed that, here it is again — Ed]
As it is very unlikely that we will be resuming our mee ngs, you will note that not all
posi ons have been ﬁlled. If the situa on changes, then obviously, it will become
necessary to address these vacancies.
If there are no challenges to this slate registered with President Marcia MacLeod by
September 10, 2020 then the management team of 2020-2021 as noted in the pos ng below will assume
their roles as of Thursday, September 24, 2020.
Yours truly,
Fraser Maxwell
Vice President, PROBUS Northumberland.
POSITION

NAME

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

Past President

Marcia Macleod

C-905-372-4915

getmarsh55@gmail.com

President

Fraser Maxwell

905-373-4434

fg413max@gmail.com

Vice President

Mary Dunphy

289-691-3845

mbdunphy51@gmail.com

Secretary

Linda Nash

905-372-6441

linda@canukus.com

Treasurer

Florence Fletcher

905-372-9010

ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca (Aug 1 2020)

Membership

Maureen Cro s

905-377-8631

maureencro s@gmail.com

John Cro s

905-377-8631

djohncro s@gmail.com

Probuzz Editor

John Draper

905-372-5839

cobourgjohn@gmail.com

Probuzz Input Team

Florence Fletcher

905-372-9010

ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca

Maureen Cro s

905-377-8631

maureencro s@gmail.com

John Cro s

905-377-8631

djohncro s@gmail.com

Marcia Macleod

905-372-4915

getmarsh55@gmail.com

Theatre/Events - Local

Dianne Graham

289-252-0418

ggraham24@cogeco.ca

Social

Barb Swallow

905-373-4455

barbronswallow@gmail.com

Speaker

Alma Draper

905-372-5839

almadraper8@gmail.com

Peter Ridout

289-252-0394

John Umiastowski

289-275-2547

john@johnumia.com

Sandy Upton

905-373-2364

upton1947@hotmail.com

Sunshine

ny@sent.com //penetang@sent.com
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Although it is most likely that we had members who were born and members who we were wed in
September, the PROBuzzards have not been made aware.
Keep these members in your thoughts:
Eve Gorringe, Marg & Ed Godawa and Norm Lundbohm as they deal
with some health issues.

Joe Flynn
On Saturday, August, 2020, we lost the “keeper of the gate”, the “guard
at the door” for many of our PROBUS Northumberland social func ons.
Joe Flynn passed away in his home surrounded by his family.
A celebra on of life will be planned for a future date. Dona ons to Ed’s
House should anyone wish to donate in remembrance of Joe.
Joe Flynn joined PROBUS Northumberland in 2005.

Photo of Diana & Joe Flynn in Olhos D’Aquha,
Portugal March 2019

Facebook Site
Do you know that PROBUS Northumberland has a PRIVATE Facebook site— PROBUS
Northumberland Social Connec on? [Go to h ps://www.facebook.com/groups/1124346554576358/ ]
Only members can join. Your request to join will be responded to within 24 hours.
Lots of humour as well as community and member updates. Doug Lloyd is doing a great job of keeping us
entertained.

A member le behind red suede mi ens and a black velvet
bag at the home of Marcia MacLeod & Jack Butler at The
February Appies & Drinks.
Did not think they would be needed this summer, but you may
want to get them back before the snow ﬂies.
Email getmarsh55@gmail.com to claim these items.
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Social
Let’s Get Back to the Movies!
You may recall that we had sold out our
ﬁrst PROBUS Movie Day at the Lo for
March 17th – 4 days a er everything shut
down. The Lo has now re-opened under
strict safety protocols with limited
sea ng. I’m so pleased that Ken is willing
to oﬀer our movie – true story, oscar
nominated Ford vs Ferrari – with 2 (3 if
required) separate showings to allow for
lots of spacing. Most of you had already
paid $20 for this movie and lunch. Since
no lunch will now be included, if you
decide to “get back to the movies”, I’ll
hand you $10 at the door. The movie will
be shown at 2 pm on Tuesday, October
20 and Thursday, October 22 - I do need conﬁrma on
whether you will a end and your choice of date so we can
reserve sea ng appropriately. Please contact me by phone
or email as soon as possible so we can see if we need a 3rd
date.

Dinner Theatre News
Our spring reserva on for the dinner theatre show Honky
Tonk Angels was moved to October 30th in the hope that
Covid restric ons would be li ed. The show is again being
postponed, but we will deﬁnitely re-book as soon as it is
available. In the mean me, our treasurer will be providing
refund cheques to those who had already paid.
Dianne Graham

ggraham24@cogeco.ca
Editor takes sole responsibility for these two items

This hammer keeps
hi ng two inches to
the le
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Stay Vaca ons
Jackson Park, Peterborough
We recently went up to Peterborough to meet up with our youngest daughter
and her family who were on their way home from a week at a co age in
Buckhorn. We checked into possible mee ng places to get together for a picnic
lunch and stumbled across Jackson Park.
It is easy to get to as it is right at the top of Monaghan Road where it meets
Parkhill Road. Two massive stone gate posts ﬂank the entrance drive which
leads to the parking area.
Mature trees surround a grassy area with swings, a play structure, and
washrooms. There were plenty of picnic tables and it was not at all crowded.
Following lunch, we all set oﬀ for a walk along the rus c
trails through beau fully natural wooded lanes. The trails
crisscross with some being steeper for walking and some
very accessible. Interwoven with the walking paths are
rather challenging looking cycle paths for those who
prefer some adrenalin with their outdoor pursuits.
One path took us to a lovely pond fed by Jackson Creek.
The path winds all the way around the pond and there is
a lovely wooden covered Pagoda Bridge. There were
numerous benches along the banks to sit and watch the
birds and enjoy the sunshine.
The Trans Canada Trail runs along the edge of Jackson
Park. We passed a signpost informing us that Omemee is
only 18 Km along the path.
We may well visit Jackson Park again whenever we are in Peterborough. It was a terriﬁc spot to rest and relax enjoying
nature.
Submi ed by Florence & Alan Fletcher.

The Elmhirst Resort, Keene
What about a pa o lunch out at the
Elmhirst resort? The Public Health
protocols are probably best
demonstrated here so you wll feel
quite comfortable as you dine. Take a
walk around the grounds a erwards.
Best if you call ahead to make a
reserva on. Nice stop for a lovely drive
away from Cobourg.
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What About This Loca on?

Please do send us photos, ar cles of
interest, name of a great book you ﬁnished
reading or the tle of a series that you have
enjoyed streaming.
This newsle er is for the members by the
members.

Contributed by Pat Umiastowski

A Word from the Editor
A li le smaller this month, 10 pages instead of 12. But then we have a “diﬀerent” club hopefully only for a limited me - where we don’t have convivial mee ngs. To be er
understand this new world, the management commi ee is taking steps to communicate
with every member and try to work out what everyone wants.
Meanwhile, some of the Northumberland Clubs are con nuing to issue newsle ers - worth a read. Go to
the Probus Northumberland web site: h ps://www.probusnorthumberland.ca/. Also, our own Jamie
Dooli le who is now Probus Canada President has wri en to all clubs - you can see his le er on the Probus
Northumberland web site on the News page.
And don’t forget Probus Canada’s web site and their newsle ers here: h ps://www.probus.org/
John Draper

The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: John Draper john@cobourginternet.com
Other Contributors:
The News Team: Maureen & John Cro s, Florence Fletcher and Marcia MacLeod
And as acknowledged
Photos: As acknowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is September 28th.
Please send any material to probuzzinput@gmail.com
Probus Club of Northumberland
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsle ers & lots of photos and videos.
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