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Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – November 2021

My goodness I cannot
believe how fast this year
has flown. November is
here, and as I write this, it
is just over 9 weeks to the
New Year. Your
management team is also
ramping up for a new
beginning.
Dianne Graham has been
busy with movies at the
Loft and the Best Western Dinner theatre and Barb
Swallow is planning a Christmas Celebration, so we
all have something to look forward to.
I am delighted to announce that as a result of the
survey, completed in October, we will be returning to

in-person meetings at the Lion’s Community
Centre on Thursday November 25th at
10:00am. All current Covid-19 protocols will
be in place and physical proof of double
vaccination will be mandatory to enter the
Lion’s Centre. See article for more
information.
November 11 is Remembrance Day, so the
trivia quiz scheduled for that day has been
postponed to another date. The Cobourg
Remembrance Celebration will be held as
usual at the Cenotaph in Victoria Park. Lt.Col (Ret’d) Harry Nash will lay the wreath on
behalf of our club.
In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you
in person on November 25.
Mary Dunphy

Meeting at Lions Centre in Cobourg on November 25, 2021 - Current Covid-19 Protocols
 Greeters will meet you outside the Lions Centre door. You will need proof of double vaccination which
can be paper copy or the new QR code.
 You will be required to answer the Covid -19 Symptoms questionnaire and verify your phone number
for contact tracing.
 Proof of ID may be required – including OHIP card, Driver’s License or Passport.
 If you cannot provide proof of vaccination or are suffering any symptoms, you will not be allowed to
enter the Lions Centre.
 Mask must be worn at all times while in the building except when eating or drinking.
 Upon entry to building please use the hand sanitizer provided.
 The Cloakroom is closed. Therefore, coats etc. must remain with you in the hall.
 The Washrooms are available but with limited capacity.
 Check in at the membership desk. The Meeting fee is $5.00 and exact change is required.
 Share the wealth - $1 for 1 or $2 for 3 will be available at a separate table – exact change required.
 If possible, sit with friends in your social circle to maximize available seating.
 When lining up for refreshments, please observe social distancing.
 Coffee/tea will be available from 9:30 onwards.
 Break will include coffee, tea, juice, water and muffins. Special requests for a fruit plate must be made
ahead of time by contacting probusnorthumberland@gmail.com at least 5 days prior to the meeting.
 There will be no event sign-up tables so if you wish to sign-up or get tickets, please see the appropriate
person at their designated table. You will be informed where they are seated ahead of time.
We hope to see you on November 25th and at subsequent meetings in the New Year.
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Movie at the Loft
November 9 and 11 @ 2 pm
It’s so great to be back at our special little theatre in a safe,
well-spaced and comfortable environment. Our next movie
is The Post.
Set in 1971, it depicts the true story of attempts by
journalists at the Washington Post to publish the infamous
Pentagon Papers, a set of classified documents regarding
the U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. The movie stars
Meryl Streep as publisher Katharine Graham and Tom
Hanks as the long-time editor-in-chief as they swim
through dangerous political waters of the Nixon
administration.
Directed by Steven Spielberg, it was nominated for
Academy Awards and Golden Globes and named as one of
the best pictures of 2017.
You may have seen it, but this outstanding movie is worth
seeing again!
Please contact me if you would like to reserve your
seat. As always, it’s $10 cash at the door and you must
show your proof of double vaccination. Hope to see you
there.
Dianne Graham ggraham24@cogeco.ca or 289 252-0418

Christmas Cheer at Victoria Hall
I’ve just learned that Northumberland Players is presenting
“We Need a Little Christmas” and seats are now set aside for
the Sunday matinee.
Songs of the season featuring 10 vocalists and a grand piano
will certainly help to get us into the Christmas Spirit.
Concert Date: Sunday, December 5 @ 2 pm. Our special rate is
$27.50 per person.
Please let me know by November 18th if you would like to
attend so I can ensure we have enough seats.
Cheques are payable to Northumberland PROBUS.
Dianne Graham
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Annual Christmas Party

Dig out your sparkles and bangles and flashy ties because it’s CHRISTMAS PARTY TIME!
“Puttin’ on the Glitz” at the Cobourg Lions Centre on Thursday, December 9, 2021.


Cocktail Hour from 5:30 – 6:30 pm



Served Turkey Dinner at 6:30



Entertainment by Ian Roy



Christmas Trivia Quiz – “the Tees”



Cash Bar



NO dancing this year

Purchase your tickets prior to November 30th.
Cheques payable to Northumberland PROBUS.
Proof of double vaccination required.
Note: masks MUST be worn when not seated.
Tickets $55 per person - available from Barb Swallow
barbronswallow@gmail.com 905-373-4455
1950s - 60s performer IAN ROY

Heads up for Dinner Theatre 2022 at the Best Western!
We had such a strong response for our recent dinner theatre that we
have already been given the first 2 rows for the next production by the
Northumberland Players.
The play sounds like fun – Savannah Sipping Society. More details to
follow, but for now hold the date – Friday, February 4th, 2022.
Dianne Graham
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Joan and Doug McCann
Doug and Joan McCann
live in Victoria Gardens
and met in Cobourg a few
years after they both lost
their spouses.

Canada. Every Canada Day, they host their
blended families (sisters, eight grandchildren
as well as nieces and nephews from across
Canada and the US) at their home for the three
days of the Waterfront Festival.

Joan and her husband
Wayne, who was an
Executive with Ontario
Power, lived in Deep
River, Kincardine and then
moved to Cobourg in 1998
when Wayne was
transferred to the Darlington Nuclear facility. Before
retirement, Joan worked for over 12 years at
Pharmacy 101 as a certified technician. Her daughter,
Jenny and family, live in Nashville and her two
stepsons and families live in the GTA.

They both have a passion for helping others
and just recently retired as front-line
volunteers at the Salvation Army where they
provided emergency assistance, ran the
Jumpstart Program for Canadian Tire, and
were the coordinators for the Christmas
Assistance Program. Doug and Joan also
helped fundraise for Ed’s Place Hospice by
speaking at fundraising events and through
Rotary where Doug has been a member for 45
years. Both Doug and Joan are Paul Harris
recipients.

Doug was with RBC for almost 40 years and he and
his wife Brenda lived in Mississauga, Brampton,
London, and then Burlington where Doug retired.
Doug’s daughters and their families live in St.
Catharines and Burlington.

Like many others who have moved to the area,
they have developed a strong bond to the
community and appreciate everything the
community has to offer including the arts, the
waterfront, and recreational facilities. They
have made many new friends and enjoy
playing golf and walking their dog, Sadie.

Since their marriage in 2011, Doug and Joan have
enjoyed several trips to the UK, Europe, the USA, and
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Eganridge Resort Country Club & Spa - COME JOIN US!
Eganridge is a beautiful Resort complex on the shores
of Sturgeon Lake, a short distance from Bobcaygeon. It
has a well maintained, manicured 9 golf hole course.
The accommodation offers 25 bedrooms in three resort
locations, all in close proximity.
 21 single bedrooms with King beds
 4 bedrooms with 2 Queen beds each
.. for a total of 50 guests with double occupancy. Most
of the rooms have lake views with patios or balconies.
The Northumberland & Brighton PROBUS clubs have
booked the entire resort for June 06 & 07, 2022. We
are planning two organized golf outing during our stay.
Eganridge’s all-inclusive package includes:
 Two nights’ accommodation in well
appointed rooms
 Two breakfasts
 Two dinners

 Unlimited golf.

Currently we have openings for six (6) additional
guests at approximately $400 per person (actual
cost to be confirmed within the next 60 days).
If you’re interested in joining us, contact Sue Tee
or Barb & Ron Swallow
theteez@gmail.com

905-396-6203

barbronswallow@gmail.com

905-373-4455
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Drive & NOT Dine 2021
The award for the most kilometers travelled is
shared by two teams - Heather Jansen, June Loader
& Maura McGeachy and Jack Butler, Marcia
McLeod, Jim Sterling & Carolyn. These two cars
both detoured to Brighton in their travels.
A special THANK YOU to Barb & Ron Swallow for
looking after all the arrangements for the Take Away
lunches, collecting the money, and for Ron’s
wonderful spreadsheet of participants. Always great
to work with you two!
We thoroughly enjoyed our picnic lunch at the Lions
Centre sitting in the sun while waiting for the cars to
return.

Thank you to all those who took part in the 2021
Drive & NOT Dine experience. We had fun putting
everything together and hope that everyone had a
good time too. We had lots of great comments from
folks who enjoyed the morning. It started out rather
misty but the sun did come out eventually,
brightening up everyone’s day.

Thanks for the suggestions which we will pass on for
future drive events, one of which was to provide an
additional copy of the questions to the passengers in
the back seat so that everyone can be more actively
involved during the drive.

Bragging rights for the event go to Diana Flynn &
Ruth Ann Singleton very closely followed by Barb
& Ron Swallow and Anne & Ron Sargent.

Florence & Alan Fetcher

There were 19 cars registered for the drive with 55
participants in total. Take away lunch was ordered
by 40 people. Everyone made it back to Cobourg
eventually, some did take their time but no members
were lost completely never to be seen again.

Photos: Ron Swallow
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The 2021 Drive & NOT Dine participants

Photos: Alan Fletcher
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From the Speakers Corner
At our October 28 meeting,
our speaker was Professor
Rob Washburn, who
entertained us with a very
interesting presentation about
the life and legacy of James
Cockburn, one of the first
Fathers of Confederation and
the Speaker of the House in
the first Parliament.

unique history,
attempts by
government and
missionaries to
assimilate the people,
treaties, and the
residential
school program.
I expect it to be a
very interesting and,
most likely, educational presentation which we
should all enjoy.

It was a fascinating account of events at that time, all
of which are documented in historical records.
Professor Washburn provided a well prepared talk,
and was well received by the approximately 40
members who attended the meeting.
Our speaker for our first LIVE meeting in 18 months,
November 25th, will be Br ian Beaver , author and
resident of Alderville. Brian will talk about his recent
book called Alderville First Nation...A History.

Brian will have copies of his book for sale
after the meeting ends, so if you desire to
purchase a copy, as usual, stay around after the
meeting to get your signed copy.
Please join us at the Lions Centre for this event
on Nov. 25th.

John U for the Speakers Committee.

The talk will focus on, and include, Alderville's

Jack Butler is looking into restarting the Grabba Java …
Men’s Coffee Club
Please email Jack at jehb1701is@gmail.com if you would
be interested in an attending a coffee morning at Kelly’s
twice a month.

Covid-19 Web sites
You can get the latest local information on Covid-19 from several web sites.
Town of Cobourg https://www.cobour g.ca/en/covid-19.aspx
Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit: https://www.hkpr .on.ca/
Cobourg Blog - Status: https://www.cobour gblog.com/covid-19-in-cobourg/
Cobourg Blog - Vaccine information - Vaccines are now available for all age groups.
Ontario Information: https://www.ontar io.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
County Information Page: https://www.nor thumber land.ca/en/county-government/covid-19updates.aspx
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For many years, founding member of Northumberland Probus, Verna Templer, recited
“In Flander’s Fields” at our annual Probus Remembrance Day celebrations. Verna
was a very active and energetic force in our club and is now a Life Member.
Barb Lawrence

We Shall Keep the Faith
by Moira Michael, November 1918

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye
wrought
In Flanders Fields.

We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.

Thursday, November 11, 2021
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Travels Around Northumberland

Carolyn, Maureen & John Crofts
We (Maureen, John and daughter Carolyn)
arrived in Northumberland, England, in early
October having flown to Newcastle via
Heathrow. We stayed in a converted stable in
Stanton, rural Northumberland, for the first two
weeks. At the time we booked, Covid protocol
stipulated a 10 day quarantine. Luckily, however,
the rules changed again and we were able to go
out and about without any quarantine period. We
are enjoying visiting many historic sites. These
are some of our favourites:
Newcastle and Gateshead
Quayside: once the hear t of
industry in the area, now the
home of iconic bridges, the
Baltic Centre for Contemporary
Art and the Sage music centre.
Craster: a small, still
operating fishing village
famous for its kippers. It
is a starting point for a
pleasant coastal walk to
Dunstanborough.

Alnwick Castle: the
ancestral home of the
Percy family. Percy Boom
is of course a local name
near Cobourg. The 12th
Duke of Northumberland
currently lives here. One of his most famous
ancestors is Harry Hotspur – a name given to him
by the Scots due to his hot temper and the speed
with which he lead his troops forward. His career
came to an eye watering end at the battle of
Shrewsbury in1403 when, like King Harold at the
Battle of Hasting in 1066, he was hit in the eye by
an arrow. Now the castle is in the spotlight again,
recognizable as part of Hogwarts by Harry Potter
movie fans.
Belsay Hall, Castle and
Gardens: the castle was
originally built in the
1200s and acquired
several “modern”
extensions until the early 1800s when its owner
decided to build a completely new Greek Revival
style home about a
kilometer from the old
castle. The quarry gardens
offer a wonderful walk
between the two
buildings, passing by the
ever-essential croquet
lawn.

Hexham Abbey: the fir st
church was built here in 678
and became a cathedral in
681. It was partially
destroyed by Viking raiders
in 875. In 1296 Scottish
raiders destroyed or damaged
most of the church and its contents
– a job that was finished off the
following year by William
Wallace (see Mel Gibson Braveheart). The last of the

Dustanborough Castle:
an early 14th century
castle extensively
“modernized” around
1380 by John of Gaunt. It
was a stronghold in the
War of the Roses (House
of Lancaster v. House of York) in the mid 1400s
but subsequently fell into starkly attractive
disrepair, enticing an array of artists including
Turner.
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around 1100 controlling access to the river. The
priory fell victim to Henry VIII’s dissolution of the
monasteries, but the location continued to be used
intermittently for military purposes up to the end of
WW II. The Tyne shipyard of Vickers Armstrong
built four of the Canadian Navy’s WW II Tribal
Class destroyers (Huron, Athabascan, Mashona,
Afridi) which were sister ships of HMCS Haida,
the last of its kind, now birthed in Hamilton.

Scottish raids was in 1346. Happily, the later
building survived Henry VIIIs dissolution of the
monasteries which is why it is still standing. In
1725 the original Saxon crypt was rediscovered
and it is still accessible today. In 1881 a 1st century
Roman soldier’s 9 ft high memorial stone was
discovered under the abbey floor during some
building maintenance. He had been one of many
soldiers helping keep the Scots north of a line on
which Hadrian’s 117 km long wall was later built –
an effort which, with hindsight, was a complete
failure as the Scots are now everywhere! The
inscription reads “Here Lies Flavinus. A Horse
Rider of the Cavalry Regiment of Petriana
Standard Bearer of the Troop of Candidus Aged
25, of 7 Years’ Service”.

Morpeth: this
picturesque market town at
a crossing of the River
Wansbeck was once the
home of Emily Davison,
the suffragette who
famously died under the
hooves of the King’s horse
at Epsom in 1913.

Whitley Bay: with a
magnificent beach
(when the tide is out). It
was once a very busy
seaside town, courtesy
of the expansion of the
new steam railways
commencing in 1862 – even welcoming those
previously troublesome Scots, particularly in
“Glasgow Fortnight”. It fell into decline in the
1970s with the invention of charter airlines and
package holidays. The beach still attracts many
locals and cold water tolerant surfers.

Cragside House: was
completed by inventor,
industrialist and arms
manufacturer William
Armstrong near Rothbury
in 1895. The house was the
first in the world to be lit
entirely by electricity – nearly a decade before
Thomas Edison began working on incandescent
lamps. It was featured as Edison’s house in the
movie Current Wars which has been enjoyed by a
number of Probus Members at The Loft – thank
you Dianne Graham.

Tynemouth Castle and
Priory: located a little
south of Whitley Bay on
a point overlooking the
mouth of the River Tyne.
A monastery is believed
to have existed here in
the 7th century. It became a military stronghold

Probus Club of Northumberland
Canada Post:
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Email: pr obusnor thumber land1@pr obusnor thumber land.com
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsletters & lots of photos and videos.
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The primary reason for the trip across the Pond
Maureen Crofts’ mother celebrated her 100th birthday on 23rd October and enjoyed
receiving a card from Her Majesty delivered by the village postman and a beautiful
cake from her Mothers Union friends.

November Anniversaries

November Birthdays

There are Anniversary
celebrations this month for…

Warmest Birthday
wishes to all our
members celebrating
November birthdays!

Sue & Ossie Tee

The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: R on Swallow
Assistant Editor: Barb Swallow
Contributors:
The ProBuzz Input Team (P.I.T.): M aureen & John Crofts, Florence Fletcher
Photos: A s ack nowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is November 28th.
Please send any material to probuzzinput@gmail.com
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