PROBUS Northumberland January

Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – January 2022

Welcome to the new year.
I hope it will be better
than the previous two.
Towards the end of 2021
there seemed to be a tiny
light at the end of the
tunnel. Little did we know
that an Omicron Variant
Express was coming to
derail plans once again.
On the bright side, we did have a wonderful
Christmas celebration on December 9th.

As we move into 2022 there is much uncertainty
about the course of the new Omicron variant and
therefore we will be taking a cautious approach. We
have cancelled the January 13th meeting at the Lions
Centre and replaced it with a Zoom trivia contest.
The January 27th meeting is on hold and we will let
you know as soon as possible whether this will go
ahead as originally planned. Stay tuned for more
information.
In the meantime, I wish you all a very happy and
healthy New Year.

Thanks to Barb Swallow and her team for a great
evening.

Mary Dunphy

Trivia Contest
Put on your “thinking caps” and join us for a Trivia contest on
Thursday, January 13th, at 10am via Zoom. The theme is
“potpourri” so general knowledge is key.
These contests are very enjoyable and we have a lot of fun, so
please join the Zoom meeting if you can.
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Movie at the Loft
Tuesday, January 18th at 2 pm.

The Lost Leonardo tells the inside story behind the Salvatore Mundi, the
most expensive painting ever sold at $450 million.

Is it actually a Leonardo de Vinci beneath a cheap restoration?
This is a fascinating documentary about the “painting that seduced the world,
about power, politics and greed.”
$10 at the door There is a limit of 24 people (50% capacity) with masks and
proof of vaccination required.
Dianne Graham 289 252-0418

Dinner Theatre
Northumberland Players present

Savannah Sipping Society
Friday, February 4th – doors open at 5:30; show at 7:30
Best Western Dinner Theatre will be offering a 3-course at-seat service. We have reserved excellent seats
and our special rate is $55 per person all inclusive. Please make your cheque payable to Northumberland
PROBUS.
Savannah Sipping Society is a delightful comedy featuring four Southern women looking for a way to
escape their drab lives.
They are drawn together by Fate – and an impromptu Happy Hour – and decide it’s high time to reclaim
their enthusiasm for life.
Here are your menu choices …
 Carrot Ginger Soup
 Winter Salad
 Grilled Maple Glazed Salmon
 Grilled Chicken Breast with Spinach Parmesan Sauce
 Grilled Striploin Steak
 Butter Ginger Vegetable Stir-Fry
 Caramel Bread and Butter Pudding
 Mint Chocolate Mousse Tart
 Coffee or Tea

NOTE: These two events may be postponed because of ever -changing Covid protocols. In the
meantime, please let me know if you are interested in attending and I’ll let you know finalized details as
soon as I know.
Dianne Graham 289 252-0418
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“PUTTIN’ ON THE GLITZ” ….. and they did!
They came wearing sequins and rhinestones
and diamonds and strings of Christmas lights!
The Lions Centre shone with Christmas
candles and greenery and was filled with
chatter, laughter, happiness and the aroma of
delicious food.
Memories of younger days flashed through
our heads as Ian Roy crooned the music of our
eras, highlighting Roy Orbison along with hits
of the 50’s and 60’s.
We all departed feeling full, well entertained,
and fortunate to have had the opportunity to
gather as a Probus family and to wish each
other a Merry Christmas.
Barb Swallow

For more photos and a
2 minute video, click
on the link
https://bit.ly/3DXup90
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Meet our members
We are looking for volunteers for our “Meet the
Members” feature in PROBUZZ.
It is a popular feature, helping us all to get to
know a little more about our members.
If you have not been featured already and would
be willing to share your story with our members
please call…

The following message was received from our
PROBUS CANADA Past-President.

Florence Fletcher (905-372-9010)

This is a link to the PROBUS CANADA website
featuring the December newsletter.

Good Afternoon Ontario District 1 Presidents,

John & Maureen Crofts (905-377-8631).

https://www.probus.org/
Please ask your Newsletter Editor to provide it
to your members.
Thanks very much and if I'm not chatting with
you soon, I hope you have a Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Best regards,
Jamie Doolittle

“Butcher Harris is doing this one
tomorrow”
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31 Bizarre & Unique January Holidays 2022
January 1, New Year’s Day
January 2, World Introvert Day
January 3, Fruitcake Toss Day
January 4, Trivia Day
January 5, National Bird Day
January 6, Cuddle Up Day
January 7, Old Rock Day
January 8, Bubble Bath Day
January 9, Apricot Day
January 10, Houseplant Appreciation Day
January 11, Learn Your Name in Morse Code Day
January 12, National Hot Tea Day
January 13, International Skeptics Day
January 14, Dress Up Your Pet Day
January 15, National Bagel Day
January 16, National Dragon Day
January 17, Ditch New Year’s Resolution Day

January 18, Winnie the Pooh Day – A.A. Milne’s
birthday
January 19, National Popcorn Day
January 20, Penguin Awareness Day
January 21, Squirrel Awareness Day
January 22, National Blond Brownie Day
January 23, Measure Your Feet Day
January 24, Global Belly Laugh Day
January 25, Opposite Day
January 26, Spouse’s Day
January 27, Chocolate Cake Day
January 28, National Kazoo Day
January 29, National Puzzle Day
January 30, National Inane Answering Machine
Message Day
January 31, Inspire your Heart With Art Day
Who Knew?

From the Speakers Corner
A few months ago, we had Larry Diamond as a
Then, if you are wondering how such thing can
speaker (ZOOM platform), and although the content happen, and why so much of the health advice we
of his talk was good, the presentation and impact
hear on the radio and read about in news columns
was wanting in my opinion.
can be "less than useful" at best and harmful at
I would like to propose to you Dr. David Diamond, worst, listen to this presentation by Dr.Terence
Kealy (UK) about the Myth of Scientific Objectivity.
Neuroscientist (no relation to Larry) as a make-up.
You will understand just how it all happens.
Watch this delightful and entertaining YouTube
video produced about 5 years ago, which covers a lot
of ground on why we eat what we eat, why so many
of us, including doctors, obsess about Cholesterol,
and take meds which often are useless and
potentially harmful (e.g. statins like Crestor and
Lipitor). And more importantly, how we have been
fooled and mislead by big pharma, our own
governments, and mainstream media sources who
were complicit in spreading the "untruths".

I have not cherry picked these presentations. There
are hundreds of them, all saying the same.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLzcsxo-fhs
In late January, if pandemic rules permit, we will
have Jamie Doolittle speak to us about his "Life in
Probus" at our next in person meeting. If rules
don't permit, well, this talk will be rescheduled.

I hope you enjoy it.

John Umiastowski

https://youtu.be/yX1vBA9bLNk
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THE STRANGER
A few years after I was born, my Dad met a stranger
who was new to our small town.
From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this
enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live
with our family.

Our long time visitor, however, got away with fourletter words that burned my ears and made my dad
squirm and my mother blush.
My Dad didn't permit the liberal use of alcohol but the
stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis. He
made cigarettes look cool, cigars manly, and pipes
distinguished.

The stranger was quickly accepted and was around
from then on.

He talked freely (much too freely!) about sex. His
comments were sometimes blatant, sometimes
suggestive, and generally embarrassing. I now know
As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my
that my early concepts about relationships were
family. In my young mind, he had a special niche.
influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after time,
My parents were complementary instructors: Mom
he opposed the values of my parents, yet he was
taught me good from evil, and Dad taught me to obey. seldom rebuked
But the stranger... he was our storyteller. He would
... And NEVER asked to leave.
keep us spellbound for hours on end with adventures,
More than fifty years have passed since the stranger
mysteries and comedies.
moved in with our family. He has blended right in and
If I wanted to know anything about politics, history or is not nearly as fascinating as he was at first. Still, if
science, he always knew the answers about the past,
you could walk into my parents' den today, you would
understood the present and even seemed able to
still find him sitting over in his corner, waiting for
predict the future! He took my family to the first
someone to listen to him talk and watch him draw his
major league ball game. He made me laugh, and he
pictures.
made me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but
His name?....
Dad didn't seem to mind.
Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest
of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had
to say, and she would go to the kitchen for peace and
quiet. (I wonder now if she ever prayed for the
stranger to leave.)

We just call him 'TV.'

Dad ruled our household with certain moral
convictions, but the stranger never felt obligated to
honor them. Profanity, for example, was not allowed
in our home - not from us, our friends or any visitors.

And JUST BORN WAS a Grandchild: ‘IPAD’

He has a wife now....we call her 'Computer.'
Their first child is ‘Mobile Phone’.
Second child ‘I Pod’
OH MY----HOW TRUE THIS IS!!!
Barb & George Lawrence

“Just open it
and read it. You
don’t need a
password”

It’s called ‘a
book’.
… not sure where
The batteries go.
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Jack Butler has restarted the Grabba Java …Men’s
Coffee Club
Please email Jack at jehb1701is@gmail.com if you’re
interested in joining us at Kelly’s twice a month.

Eganridge Resort Country Club & Spa INVITE A FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER!
Eganridge is a beautiful Resort complex on the
shores of Sturgeon Lake, a short distance from
Bobcaygeon. It has a well maintained, manicured 9
hole golf course.
Our PROBUS Club has booked the entire resort for
June 06 & 07, 2022. We continue to have openings
for seven (7) guests and are now opening up
bookings to PROBUS friends and family members.
If you have someone in mind - extend an invitation
to them and let us know
Sue Tee or Barb & Ron Swallow
theteez@gmail.com

905-396-6203

barbronswallow@gmail.com

905-373-4455
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Membership
We are collecting $40 per person annual dues to cover the period ending at the end of July 2022.
In the absence of in-person meetings in the near future, cheques made out to Probus Club of Northumberland
can be mailed to or dropped off at our address ...

35 James Street West
Cobourg, ON,
K9A 2J8
Our thanks to those members who have already submitted payment.
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy 2022.
Maureen & John Crofts

January Birthdays

January Anniversaries
Warmest Birthday
wishes to all our
members celebrating
January birthdays!

Congratulations to those
celebrating an Anniversary
this month.

Probus Club of Northumberland
Canada Post:
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Email: pr obusnor thumber land1@pr obusnor thumber land.com
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsletters & lots of photos and videos.

The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: R on Swallow
Assistant Editor: Barb Swallow
Contributors:
The ProBuzz Input Team (P.I.T.): M aureen & John Crofts, Florence Fletcher
Photos: A s acknowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is January 28th.
Please send any material to probuzzinput@gmail.com
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