PROBUS Northumberland February

Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – February
President’s Message
Hello Everyone,

Masters John and Maureen Crofts. There will still be
It is the beginning a meeting for February 24th but whether it will be in
person or not has yet to be determined. Look for
of February and
you can say either more information towards the middle of February. In
the worst month or the meantime stay healthy and well.
the best month of
Mary Dunphy
the year is over,
depending on your
seasonal
preference.
I always find early
February confusing
as, in Celtic
tradition, February
1 is the start of Spring with the feast of Imbolc or St
Brigid. However, here in Canada, we have at least 7
more weeks of official Winter before Spring arrives.
Anyway, let us enjoy this month and celebrate St
Valentine's day with friends and loved ones.
As we are still navigating the Covid 19 situation, we
will be holding a Zoom Trivia Meeting on February
10. Join us for some fun with challenges from Quiz

Membership
We are collecting $40 per person annual dues to cover the period ending at the end of July 2022.
To date, we have received membership dues from 80 of our members. Pre COVID, our membership role was
comprised of 193 members.
In the absence of in-person meetings in the near future, cheques made out to Probus Club of Northumberland
can be mailed to or dropped off at our address ...

35 James Street West
Cobourg, ON,
K9A 2J8
Our thanks to those members who have already submitted payment.
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy 2022.
Maureen & John Crofts
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Movie at the Loft
Our next movie at the Loft looks like a fascinating
documentary and has been rescheduled for Tuesday, March
1st at 2:00 pm. There will be 50% capacity with masks and
vaccinations required. $10 cash at the door. Please call
Dianne Graham for your reservation or email at
ggraham24@cogeco.ca.
THE LOST LEONARDO tells the inside story behind the
Salvator Mundi, the most expensive painting ever sold at
$450 million, claimed to be a long-lost masterpiece by
Leonardo da Vinci.
From the moment it is purchased from a shady New Orleans
auction house, and its buyers discover masterful
brushstrokes beneath its cheap restoration, the fate of the
Salvator Mundi is driven by an insatiable quest for fame,
money and power. But as its price soars, so do questions
about its authenticity. Is this multi-million dollar painting
actually by Leonardo -- or do certain power players simply
want it to be? Unravelling the hidden agendas of the world's
richest men and most powerful art institutions, THE LOST
LEONARDO reveals how vested interests became allimportant, and the truth secondary.
Dianne Graham 289 252-0418

Dinner Theatre

Stay tuned for an update later this month regarding our postponed Dinner Theatre at the
Best Western

Trivia Contest
Don’t miss our upcoming Trivia contest on
Thursday, February 10th, at 10:00 a.m. via
Zoom. The theme is loosely r elated to
“Valentines Day”.
Our hosts are John and Maureen Crofts. We
have a lot of fun, so please come join us.
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Douglas Arthur Lloyd January 7, 1940 - January 21, 2022
Our dear friend, Doug Lloyd, passed away peacefully at
Ed’s House in Cobourg on Friday, January 21, 2022, at
the age of 82.
Our sincere sympathy goes out to Jennifer (Wink) and
children David and Suzan.
Donations to Ed’s House Northumberland Hospice or to
the Help Centre of Northumberland (CHEQUES
ONLY) would be appreciated by the family.
Doug joined Northumberland PROBUS on Sept 13,
2012 and was our fun loving president in 2016 - 2017.

Meet our members
A popular feature in Probuzz over the past year has been the profiles of our members. The Probuzzards are
looking for volunteers to contribute to this feature in upcoming Probuzz editions.
If you would be willing to participate please call or email Florence Fletcher or John & Maureen Crofts. We
are looking for new members & recent members as well as more “seasoned” members of Probus to share
their stories with us.

Some of our PROBUS members featured in
previous PROBUZZ editions.

CONTACT: Florence Fletcher (905-372-9010)
John & Maureen Crofts (905-377-8631)
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Northumberland PROBUS ZOOM meetings
broken into 3 - 4 teams, sent to their break out
rooms where they partake in boisterous claims of
trivia mastery accompanied by hilarity and
laughter. Teams then reconvene to receive the
correct answers.
It’s simple to join either format. A few days prior to
the event you’ll be emailed a “link” as an invitation.
The day of - simply click on the link and the
“host” (currently our president Mary Dunphy) will
invite you in.
Failing our ability to come together in person in
future months, join us via ZOOM. We assure you,
you won’t be disappointed.

COVID has severely impacted our ability to
congregate in large public settings, both indoors and
out.
As a result, over the past 21 months, our PROBUS
club has convened numerous monthly meetings via
ZOOM.
These virtual meetings have been offered in two
formats …
1. The simulating of a regular monthly meeting,
including social time prior to the “call to order”,
followed by announcements, stories, jokes and a
guest speaker.
2. A Trivia contest, typically hosted by one or two
of our members. Each month a theme is selected
and multiple sets of questions are presented to
the participants. Then the attending members are

4

PROBUS Northumberland February

From the Speakers Corner
During our January 27th PROBUS ZOOM meeting, John Ota is all about food, architecture and
a novel and new “guest speaker” feature was offered. history. He is an architect by profession and is the
The presentation consisted of a video talk given by author of The Kitchen, the best-selling book about
his journey through history in search of the perfect
John Ota at the Sifton-Cook Heritage Centre on
kitchen design. He is a member of the Culinary
September 18 2021. The video was based on Lucy
Maud Montgomery’s Houses and Kitchens and the Historians of Canada and serves on the Board of the
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre.
impact of modern conveniences on her life.
To view the entire video click on the YouTube
link ...

Along the way there were excerpts from her diary,
read by Florence Fletcher, that show her wry and
sometimes caustic observations of her daily life.

https://youtu.be/H_RPI5pq-t8
Mary Dunphy

Narrator John Oto with Florence Fletcher as Lucy Maud Montgomery

The First Valentine’s Cards
The first Valentine's cards were sent in the 18th century. Initially these were handmade efforts, as pre-made
cards were not yet available. Lovers would decorate paper with romantic symbols including flowers and love
knots, often including puzzles and lines of poetry.
By the middle of the 18th century, it was common for friends and lovers of all social classes to
exchange small tokens of affection or handwritten notes, and by 1900, printed cards began to
replace written letters due to improvements in printing technology.
Ready-made cards were an easy way for people to express their emotions in a time when direct
expression of one’s feelings was discouraged. Cheaper postage rates also contributed to an
increase in the popularity of sending Valentine’s Day greetings.
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Valentines Memories

“That was lucky!”

“D’you want the piano in the
living room?”
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“We mark your ideal shape &
the laser does the rest”
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INVITE A FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER!
Eganridge Resort Country Club & Spa
Eganridge is a beautiful Resort complex on the
shores of Sturgeon Lake, a short distance from
Bobcaygeon. It has a well maintained, manicured 9
hole golf course.
Our PROBUS Club has booked the entire resort for
June 06 & 07, 2022. We continue to have openings
for seven (7) guests and are now opening up
bookings to PROBUS friends and family members.
If you have someone in mind - extend an invitation
to them and let us know
Sue Tee or Barb & Ron Swallow
theteez@gmail.com

905-396-6203

barbronswallow@gmail.com

905-373-4455

Your head’s up. Your
feet are to close
together, Your holding
the club all wrong ..
and .. er .. um

This is called ‘The
Fairway’. Stay here
and you’ll be safe!
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Thank goodness
you’re here! Take
these & I’ll search
for my wife
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To-day’s Humour
Sam is on his deathbed, his nurse, his wife, his daughter and two sons, are with him. Sam
asks for two witnesses to be present and a camcorder be in place to record his last wishes.
When all is ready he begins to speak. "My son, Sam Jr. I want you to take the Ocean Reef
houses."
"My daughter Sybil, you take the apartments between mile markers 100 and Tavernier."
"My son, Jamie, I want you to take the offices over in the Marathon Government Center."
Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the residential buildings on the bay side on
Blackwater Sound.
The nurse and witnesses are blown away as they did not realize his extensive holdings,
and as Sam slipped away, the nurse says:
"Mrs. Boone, your husband must have been such a hard-working man to have
accumulated all this valuable property?"...
The wife replied, "Nope not really. The idiot has a paper route".

February Anniversaries

Congratulations to

Marcia MacLeod & Jack Butler
on their February Anniversary.

Probus Club of Northumberland
Canada Post:
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Email: pr obusnor thumber land1@pr obusnor thumber land.com
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsletters & lots of photos and videos.

The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: R on Swallow
Assistant Editor: Barb Swallow
Contributors:
The Probuzzards: Maureen & John Crofts, Florence Fletcher
Photos: A s ack nowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is February 25th.
Please send any material to probuzzinput@gmail.com
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