The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – December 2020

President’s Message
We are entering the last month of what has been an unusual and somewhat stressful year. The suggested
guidelines from our federal and provincial health experts and politicians have been proclaimed and changed
so many times it is hard to keep them straight. This is not meant as criticism but rather a comment on how
difficult it has been to develop any sense of normality and planning.
Over the last few months your management team and volunteers have been
actively trying to find ways that will allow our Probus members ways to participate
and stay in touch. A well attended “Drive and Not Dine” car rally received many
favourable comments. A movie at the Loft with two showings allowed groups of no
more than 18 to get out and enjoy the activity in a safe environment. There is
another one coming up and once again response has been great. We had our first
Zoom meeting and we were very pleased to see wonderful participation with more
than 60 Probus members tuned in. Our next meeting is scheduled for December
10th at 10:00 AM. We are going to have opportunities for smaller groups to
participate in their own Zoom meetings. More information on these new activities
are included in this edition of ProBuzz.
Finally, I would like to pass along my sincere wishes for each of you to have Happy and Safe Holiday Season.
Fraser Maxwell

PROBUS Northumberland Virtual Meeting - December 10th at 10:00 A.M.

A Crazy Christmas Mingle!
Don your crazy Christmas gear...sweaters ... tops or
hats. Sign into the Zoom invitation which will land in
your email inbox 1-2 days prior to the December
10th Virtual Meeting. Bring a pen and paper to
answer our Trivia Quiz and be prepared to sing along
with a selection of Christmas songs from around the world.
We will also be experimenting with small Breakout rooms to allow you
to mingle and pass on your Christmas wishes and virtual hugs.
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We`re Going to the Movies!
Once again, I`m so thrilled that PROBUS members continue to support our
activities. Our movie dates at The Loft on December 8th and 10th are SOLD OUT
and we thank Ken Prue for providing a safe environment for our get
together. Filmed on location in Nunavut, The Grizzlies is a true story about a
rookie teacher who goes to a small community where young people have no hope
for the future. He introduces the game of lacrosse to his resistant students and a
transformation takes place as they come together as a team. A wonderful story of
hope... The cost is $10 cash at the door.
Ken is looking forward to welcoming us again in late January, so more information about our next movie will
be available in the January ProBuzz. - Dianne Graham

GRABBA JAVA - Men’s Coffee Club
Despite a survey which had a good show of interest for the idea of a Men’s Zoom coffee
meet up, there was a poor turnout (2 gentlemen and the moderator - Jack Butler) on
Tuesday, November 24th.
One more invitation will be sent out for a December coffee meet-up. Advance notice will be
given for a non-Tuesday morning meet up. Zoom invitation will be mailed out the day
before. Break out rooms are possible.
Any comments or ideas please email Jack Butler at jehb1701is@gmail.com. One more attempt for interest
will be given.

Zoom Lessons Still Available!!!
If you are interested in learning how to Zoom or schedule a Zoom meeting, Mary
Dunphy, Florence Fletcher, or Marcia MacLeod are still offering their teaching
services. Contact through probusnorthumberland@gmail.com

Covid-19 Web sites
You can get the latest local information on Covid-19 from several web sites.
Town of Cobourg https://www.cobourg.ca/en/covid-19.aspx
Hamilton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit: https://www.hkpr.on.ca/
Cobourg Blog: https://www.cobourgblog.com/covid-19-in-cobourg/
Ontario Information: https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
County Information Page: https://www.northumberland.ca/en/county-government/covid-19-updates.aspx
Or call the Town of Cobourg Hotline: 289-677-0585 – Operating 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 7 days a week

Covid-19 Statistics for Northumberland
As of 30 November, there had been 79 cases, with 64 resolved. The most recent cases in Northumberland
were at Cameco in Port Hope
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A mystery is solved - almost...
Following my appeal in the November Probuzz, re the
existence of a former golf trophy, Harry Nash appeared
at our door and handed me a plain brown paper bag the missing golf trophy! The description I had received
of it being an “impressive golf trophy” seems a bit of a
stretch, given the photo of its present condition. It’s
clear from the plaque, that it was awarded at the 2010
Northumberland Probus annual golf tournament for
the men’s closest to the pin. Now the mystery is - who
was the winner? ~ Sue Tee~
NEW IDEA for the LONG WINTER AHEAD…

If you knit, crochet or work with any kind of yarn or thread project, Marcia MacLeod will
be hosting a Virtual Yarning Evening on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each Month 7:30 pm
- 9:00 pm from January through to the end of April 2021. Please let Marcia know of your
interest in participating by calling (905) 372-4915 or emailing getmarsh55@gmail.com

A man goes to the Optician for his annual eye test.
The Optician puts a contraption on his face, and asks him what he can see.
"I see empty Airports and empty Football grounds" he says. "I see closed theatres,
closed pubs, closed Restaurants"
That's perfect says the Optician, you've got 2020 vision.

PROBUS Northumberland Social Connection - the Club’s private Facebook site. It appears there
are a few people who need help in joining. Contact will be made with those members who have
requested help.
If for some reason you do not hear, please contact Marcia MacLeod (905) 372-4915 or make a request to be
invited to FB at getmarsh55@gmail.com.
Probus Club of Northumberland
Canada Post:
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Email:
probusnorthumberland1@probusnorthumberland.com
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsletters & lots of photos and videos.
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Zoom Meeting Report for the Northumberland PROBUS Club
Thursday, November 12, 2020.
Vice President Mary Dunphy opened the meeting at 10:04 and provided directions
for the 45 members who were logged onto the Zoom platform.
The meeting began with “O Canada” provided by the Ottawa Bach Choir who
magically appeared on our screens to sing for us. President Fraser Maxwell then
took over his inaugural PROBUS meeting by welcoming everyone. He announced the
receipt of a Thank You letter from Northumberland Hills Hospital for our club donation in memory of Helga
Benham then invited our Social coordinator Dianne Graham and Past President Marcia MacLeod to speak.

Announcements
Social coordinator Dianne Graham announced that on Dec 8th
and 10th there will be another movie offered. The Grizzlies,
filmed in Nunavut in 2018 and based on a true story about a
youth lacrosse team that was set up in an attempt to deal with
youth suicide in a northern community, will be shown at the Loft
on the two dates.
Some of the spaces are already booked for the 8th but the 10th is
wholly available (at the time of the meeting). If you are
interested, please call Dianne at 289-252-0418. [See Dianne’s
report on this elsewhere in this Probuzz edition - Ed.]

Past President Marcia provided a Zoom training update. Marcia, Florence and Mary have been providing
both training for members interested in learning how to attend Zoom meetings and assistance for members
interested in purchasing or using an IPAD for accessing the meetings. If you know of anyone who would like
help with either procedure, please call Marcia at 905-372-4915. She added that the club will be looking at
creating smaller Zoom meetings in the future to accommodate things like bingo, trivial pursuit or small
coffee get-togethers.
President Fraser announced the welcome addition of three new members to our club: Bonnie Sheridan,
Melanie Duras and Marilyn Switzer who have been inducted but not photographed yet.
He then invited Peter Ridout to introduce the day’s speakers.
Peter began by pointing out how fitting it was to be enjoying this presentation, about our local 116 Royal
Canadian Sea Cadet Corps Skeena’s trip to honour the World War II contribution and sacrifice of the men of
HMCS Skeena, one short day after Remembrance Day.
He went on to introduce Lieutenants (N) Chris Barker and Dianne Kukavica who provided us with a
comprehensive history of the HMCS Skeena, a breakdown of the fund-raising efforts the cadets undertook
to make the trip possible and a detailed description of the trip, itself, including an abundance of incredible
photos of Iceland. Alma Draper thanked the speakers for their marvelous presentation - a thank-you echoed
in the vigorous but silent applause of all the Zoom attendees!
President Fraser adjourned the meeting at 11:16 with the announcement that the next Zoom meeting
date has been set for December 10th, 2020.
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MEET OUR MEMBERS
The PROBuzzards started this series which they hope to continue over the next year. Now that we do not
have the opportunity to mingle at meetings, we thought it might be a good way to get to know our members
a little better. It is our hope to introduce an entry each month from the management team or a new member
(of less than 3 years) or members of PROBUS Northumberland with a greater than 3-year Club history.
Meet Marion Switzer…our newest PROBUS Northumberland member.
Although Marion Switzer (Neill) joined Probus Northshore early 2020, she
decided that PROBUS Northumberland might be better for her, after
meeting some of great PN ladies through golfing. She transferred to our
Club in the Fall.
She was born in Toronto but moved to Cobourg when she was 4 years old.
She attended Central school and CDCI west leaving Cobourg at age 18 to
further her education. Marion worked in the insurance business and for
Hydro One as an HR/Labour Manager.
With her retirement, Cobourg lured her back in 2015 to a newly built
home in the east end. She is a recent widow with 2 grown children and 4
grandsons.
Marion loves playing golf. For 30 years, she and her husband enjoyed
sailing. Other enjoyments include playing cards and getting together with
old friends.
Marion looks forward to meeting new friends once Covid is over.

Meet our President, Fraser Maxwell and his wife Anne
Fraser and Anne joined Probus Northumberland in 2018 sponsored
by Ron and Barb Swallow.
Even in the short time they have been involved Anne and Fraser
both did Share the Wealth, Fraser became Vice President in 2019
and is now President.
Fraser was born in Crystal City, Manitoba and Anne was born in
Toronto.
Fraser has lived in Pilot Mound, Manitoba and went to college in
Winnipeg where he began working after graduating. From there he
moved quite a bit. He has lived in Sault Ste. Marie, Markham, Barrie,
Toronto, Pickering and Ajax before moving to Cobourg 27 years ago.
Anne grew up in Toronto until she married Fraser and a year later
moved to Pickering, Ajax and then Cobourg.
They both worked at Prudential Insurance of America, met there and
were married at a small church on Kennedy Road north of
Unionville, Ontario.
Fraser and Anne have 3 children (two girls and a boy) no
grandchildren yet but are expecting their first, a girl, in early
February, 2021.
(Continued on next page)

5

Fraser worked with Woolworth's, Prudential, Mutual Life, and Great-West Life taking on several roles some
of which required significant amounts of travel.
Anne worked at Prudential until she left to raise the three children. Since then she has worked part time at
Fabricland, Cobourg Sewing Centre, then full time as a manager at Wal-Mart and currently she works a
couple of days a week at the Stitch Witch.
Retired? Fraser is 90% retired but still works with a small number of clients managing their investment and
insurance portfolios.
Anne retired from Wal-Mart 4 years ago but after living the good life was drawn back to work one or two
days a week.
Fraser's favourite hobby is golf and after a long career in competitive curling, still partakes in that sport
(except for this COVID-19 season).
Anne is a quilter and spends significant time creating works of art.
Anne is the real traveller having travelled to New Zealand, Hawaii, several island in the Caribbean and
Greece. Fraser travelled too much while working but was fortunate to have travelled with Anne to many
conferences at wonderful resorts. This August was going to be Fraser and Anne's second trip to Scotland
but, of course, that did not happen.
Anne reads a lot and has finished a number of books this year.
During this time of Covid we have been doing a lot of walking, yard work and of course Anne has produced a
lot of lovely quilts. Fraser has been busy enough as the President of Probus, Chair of Finance at their church
and his clients' investments.

This humour courtesy of the Probuzz input Team.
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A Happy Birthday to Bill Alls, Carol Dewey, Norm Lundbohm, Carol Lynn, Carol
Petter, Lynn Wallace .

Happy Anniversary to Dianne & Gord Graham.

Norm Lundbohm as he heads back to the hospital on November 30 th for more
surgery.

Our condolences were sent to Marian Boys for the loss of her brother.
Sadly, Don Medhurst, partner of our member Carol Lynn passed away this past
month.

As you prepare for a different Christmas this year, please do
remember one of the many charities that need donations, so that
they can help those many more in need of help this Christmas.
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T’WAS The MONTH BEFORE CHRISTMAS
T ’was a month before Christmas,
And all through the town,
People wore masks,
That covered their frown.
The frown had begun
Way back in the Spring,
When a global pandemic
Changed everything.
They called it corona,
But unlike the beer,
It didn’t bring good times,
It didn’t bring cheer.
Contagious and deadly,
This virus spread fast,
Like a wildfire that starts
When fueled by gas.
Airplanes were grounded,
Travel was banned.
Borders were closed
Across air, sea and land.
As the world entered lockdown
To flatten the curve,
The economy halted,
And folks lost their verve.
From March to July
We rode the first wave,
People stayed home,
They tried to behave.
When summer emerged
The lockdown was lifted.
But away from caution,
Many folks drifted.
Now it’s November
And cases are spiking,
Wave two has arrived,
Much to our disliking.
Frontline workers,
Doctors and nurses,
Try to save people,
From riding in hearses.

This virus is awful,
This COVID-19.
There isn’t a cure.
There is no vaccine.
It’s true that this year
Has had sadness a plenty,
We’ll never forget
The year 2020.
And just ‘round the corner The holiday season,
But why be merry?
Is there even one reason?
To decorate the house
And put up the tree,
When no one will see it,
No-one but me.
But outside my window
The snow gently falls,
And I think to myself,
Let’s deck the halls!
So, I gather the ribbon,
The garland and bows,
As I play those old carols,
My happiness grows.
Christmas ain’t cancelled
And neither is hope.
If we lean on each other,
I know we can cope.
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A Word from the Editor
This newsletter comes out at the beginning of December but, if you believe the stores’
advertising, we are already into the Christmas season. So this edition has a lot of Christmas
content.
If you edit newsletters or simply surf the Internet, you come
across some neat Christmas graphics - here are a couple of my
favourites.
But it is December so Alma and I wish everyone a Christmas at
least as good as any you’ve ever had.

John Draper

Merry Christmas, Everyone!
The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: John Draper john@cobourginternet.com
Other Contributors:
The ProBuzz Input Team (P.I.T.): Maureen & John Crofts, Florence Fletcher and Marcia MacLeod
And as acknowledged
Photos: As acknowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is December 28th.
Please send any material to probuzzinput@gmail.com
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