The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – August 2020
WHO WOULD HAVE KNOWN?
Presently, there are about 60 households in the Cobourg area that acquired the
20th Anniversary Memory Book.
Two years ago, when Carol Pe er was looking around at summer BBQ, she was
struck by the number of past presidents, other execu ve members, and
func on organizers who were in a endance. She wondered whether newer
members were aware of all the contribu ons that these people had made to
the Club over the years. At that moment, she came up with the idea of crea ng
a memory book that would be ready in me for the 20th Anniversary
Celebra on.
I am sure that Carol had no idea that this book would, in fact, be the only means of acknowledging the Club's
achievement in reaching this signiﬁcant milestone.
The rallying of the troops for the project was perhaps the easiest part, not surprising knowing the volunteer
energy within our Club.
Russ Donaldson and Maura McGeachy aided with the details for the beginning years, founding member Ron
Coleman willingly oﬀered his help as assistant editor and Linda Nash dug up all the past minutes, newsle ers
and any other wri en documenta on that was available. As Carol dra ed each chapter, she o en contacted
members to 'fact check' or get more detail, and everyone was happy to oblige. Dianne Graham and Joan
Hanlon combed through the collec on of 20 years worth of photos represen ng important Club events,
trying to include pictures of as many members as possible. Ron and Barb Swallow signed on for the huge
task of pu ng the document together, while Maureen Cavan and Michael Hanlon designed the cover.
Maureen, and Ron Swallow, also liaised with the local printer throughout the important ﬁnal phase of
prin ng the document.
With the pandemic restric ons, the though ul plans developed by the 20th Anniversary Team for the
Celebra on Luncheon, were squashed for this year. Unfortunately, this included the acknowledgement of
the 23 members who have been with the Club from the beginning and were to be presented with 20-year
pins. They are: Jo & Eric Carleton, Marg & Ed Godawa, Anne Grant, Ann Hollis, Cynthia & Larry Jones, Nancy
& Ted Jex, Dianne Lauder, Maura McGeachy, Al Poppke, Pat & Danny Robertson, Theresa Smith, BarbaraJean & Borden Taylor, Verna Templer, Rena Thorneycro , Marie Van Dusen, and Chris ne & Alan Wilson.
Thank you to Carol Pe er for her idea and her leadership.
Thanks also to the many people who were involved in seeing the project through to the end. Because of the
eﬀorts in the crea on of the 20th Anniversary book, PROBUS Northumberland members now have a
tangible keepsake of the memories created over 20 years.
Regards
Marcia MacLeod
President PROBUS Northumberland
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The Delivery Team for the 20th Anniversary Books.

Thanks to Florence and Alan Fletcher for crea ng the PROBUS masks, so the team could deliver the 20th
Anniversary books in style.
Jack Butler photographed the delivery ladies “with” and “without” the lovely masks so that you could
recognize Marcia MacLeod and Lynn Ramsay (standing front) and Dianne Graham and Carol Pe er (standing
at the back).
The ladies enjoyed catching up with the members on their routes.
Commentary on the book forwarded to probuzzinput@gmail.com
I think “The Memory Book” is fantas c!
The commi ee who put this together (under the leadership of Carol Pe er), deserves a lot of credit!
Our club is so fortunate to have individuals in it who are so skilled and prepared to dedicate the me to
produce the quality product this is!
Congratula ons to all!

Russ Donaldson

Covid-19 Web sites
You can get the latest local informa on on Covid-19 from several web sites.
Town of Cobourg h ps://www.cobourg.ca/en/covid-19.aspx
Hamilton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit: h ps://www.hkpr.on.ca/
Cobourg Blog: h ps://www.cobourgblog.com/covid-19-in-cobourg/
Ontario Informa on: h ps://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
County Informa on Page: h ps://www.northumberland.ca/en/county-government/covid-19-updates.aspx
Or call the Town of Cobourg Hotline: 289-677-0585 – Opera ng 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 7 days a week
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Busy During Covid
Many years ago, in Victoria Park in Cobourg, someone promised us a Rose Garden.
Floribundas, Grandiﬂoras, climbing/rambling roses, hybrid tea roses and many beau ful shrub rose bushes
were planted and given loving care by volunteers for more than 30 years.
Unfortunately, about 5 years ago the volunteers of the Hor cultural Society of Cobourg were unable to
con nue looking a er the garden. Although most of the roses in the garden survived, they grew wild and
took over the trellises and arbours and the paths were almost lost in a jungle of tangled thorny vines. But
the roses con nued to bloom and provide ﬂowers that could make your heart skip a beat. Lovely fragrances
would tease the passerby and bring a sigh of sadness to those who witnessed the unfortunate neglect.
During this 'Covid' summer it has taken 2 seniors (in their 70s) about 3 weeks of hard work - raking, cleaning,
and pruning out the overgrowth. The results are beginning to look promising and are now being enjoyed by
walkers through Victoria Park.
We hope to be able to con nue tending this beau ful garden of roses in Victoria Park for as long as we can
and perhaps bring it back to its former beauty.
Thanks go out to my neighbour, Doug Bell, who volunteered his me and hard work. A thank you, to the
Town of Cobourg Parks Department who removed all the debris that we pulled out and piled high on the
grass. As well for the delivery of truck loads of wood chips which were distributed among the bushes by the
Parks' staﬀ.
Donna Longman (member since 2017)

Donna Longman and neighbour Doug Bell

More photos on next page
STAY SAFE ! STAY HEALTHY! STAY CONNECTED!
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Exposing the Brick Trim

The Pruning & Debris

West entrance

Parks Department supplying wood chips

DID YOU KNOW?
The oﬃcial ﬂower of Cobourg is a White Rose. And it is planted in Victoria Park Rose Garden. The plaque
reads:
The Edwin R Haynes memorial white rose garden -Edwin Haynes (1921-1999), a life-long Cobourg resident,
served on Cobourg council from 1970 to 1975 and Reeve from 1975 to 1977. He ini ated the white rose
as the town's oﬃcial ﬂower by decree September 25th, 1972. It represents Peace, Brotherhood and
Fidelity. His hard work and dedica on to the town made this community a be er place in which to live.
Oﬃcially dedicated, May 20th, 2000.
Photos and more on next page
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There is a monument in the garden:
In honour of Lenah Field Fisher, C.M. who devoted her life to the
people of Cobourg and inspired acquisi on of this "Lakeview" property
for the town. Dedicated Victoria Day, May 21, 1984 by the Cobourg
Heritage Associa on for Ontario's Bicentennial.
Thank you, Donna for submi ng your ar cle and photos. Cobourg's
ci zens will beneﬁt from all that hard work. It is a noteworthy site once
again at Church & King streets.
Thank you to Dianne Graham for informing the PROBUZZ Input Team of a
"Busy During Covid" story.

Tired of
being stuck
in the
house?

Plan perfect "stayca ons" in our very own Northumberland region.
The following link provides an excellent source of informa on. h p://www.northumberlandtourism.com
You can ﬁnd ideas for "road trips", "shopping", "outdoor adventures", "eat and drink", “events", "family fun"
and more.
There are also e-brochures and you can register to receive the free "What's Happening in Northumberland"
e-newsle er.
Contributed by Maureen Cro s
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Presenta on of The Slate for the Management Team 2020-2021
Normally, the Vice President would present the slate for the management
team at a mee ng, one month prior to the AGM.
The slate for the term 2020-2021 has been approved by the present
management commi ee. It was decided by the management team that the
slate be posted in this August newsle er so that the members can be made
aware.
As it is very unlikely that we will be resuming our mee ngs, you will note that
not all posi ons have been ﬁlled. If the situa on changes, then obviously, it
will become necessary to address these vacancies.
If there are no challenges to this slate registered with President Marcia MacLeod by September 10, 2020 then
the management team of 2020-2021 as noted in the pos ng below will assume their roles as of Thursday,
September 24, 2020.
Yours truly,
Fraser Maxwell
Vice President, PROBUS Northumberland.
POSITION

NAME

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

Past President

Marcia Macleod

C-905-372-4915

getmarsh55@gmail.com

President

Fraser Maxwell

905-373-4434

fg413max@gmail.com

Vice President

Mary Dunphy

289-691-3845

mbdunphy51@gmail.com

Secretary

Linda Nash

905-372-6441

linda@canukus.com

Treasurer

Florence Fletcher

905-372-9010

ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca (Aug 1 2020)

Membership

Maureen Cro s

905-377-8631

maureencro s@gmail.com

John Cro s

905-377-8631

djohncro s@gmail.com

Probuzz Editor

John Draper

905-372-5839

cobourgjohn@gmail.com

Probuzz Input Team

Florence Fletcher

905-372-9010

ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca

Maureen Cro s

905-377-8631

maureencro s@gmail.com

John Cro s

905-377-8631

djohncro s@gmail.com

Marcia Macleod

905-372-4915

getmarsh55@gmail.com

Theatre/Events - Local

Dianne Graham

289-252-0418

ggraham24@cogeco.ca

Social

Barb Swallow

905-373-4455

barbronswallow@gmail.com

Speaker

Alma Draper

905-372-5839

almadraper8@gmail.com

Peter Ridout

289-252-0394

John Umiastowski

289-275-2547

john@johnumia.com

Sandy Upton

905-373-2364

upton1947@hotmail.com

Sunshine

ny@sent.com //penetang@sent.com
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“Everything will be alright in the End. If it is not Alright,
then it’s not the end.” (Author unknown)
We Gather the News

Each month the “News” Team (Florence Fletcher, Maureen & John Cro s & Marcia MacLeod) will collect the
informa on emailed to probuzzinput@gmail.com into an organized fashion before forwarding on to John
Draper. John has kindly agreed to con nue producing the monthly newsle er.
We know many members were disappointed when the announcements of birthdays or anniversaries were
deleted from the mee ng program. Ossie Tee has agreed to be the record keeper of important birthday and
anniversary dates. If you prefer you do not have to give dates… just name, the month if you prefer. Please
email Ossie Tee at theteez@gmail.com if you would be willing for Ossie to keep your birth or anniversary
month on ﬁle.

THIS WAS US!
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High Finance!
These two PROBUS members are to be credited for their ingenious way of
exchanging important PROBUS Northumberland informa on.
On August 1st, Mary Dunphy will oﬃcially hand over the PROBUS
Northumberland accounts to Florence Fletcher.
Mary Dunphy took on the role of treasurer on August 1, 2017. Knowing Mary, as
we all do with her a en on to detail, work ethics and good humour, we can be
assured that our books were well looked a er. Thank you, Mary, your eﬀorts over the past 3 years
balancing our budget and looking a er all our cheques was certainly appreciated.
Please welcome Florence Fletcher, our new Club treasurer. Florence has considerable bookkeeping
experience.
That last photo Florence, has you with your eyes closed as you received the "PN Treasurer's Books". I hope
that was not a "What have I done" kind of look.

[Ed Note: If your eyes cannot see all that well, the above shows the transfer of books by sliding along a
string.]

The ProBuzz Newsle er is your newsle er.
WE NEED YOU!

This is YOUR Newsle er
Please send your contribu ons to probuzzinput@gmail.com.
We would love to receive contribu ons regarding:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Any news of members.
Info for “Busy During Covid”. What you are doing to keep yourself busy
during this me.
What books you are ﬁnding interes ng.
A quiz you might have enjoyed taking.
Jokes
Interest stories

STAY SAFE ! STAY HEALTHY! STAY CONNECTED!
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Message from Probus Canada President to all Club Presidents
Good A ernoon Club Presidents,
I hope everyone is well!
All Clubs in our District are now in Stage 3 of our Provincial Guidelines for social
ac vi es and gatherings during this period of the COVID-19 Pandemic. This
includes groups of up to 50 people indoors and 100 people outdoors. These
groups must, of course, s ll follow the rules for social distancing, hygiene etc..
All PROBUS Clubs are autonomous and each Club, under the leadership of its
President and Management Commi ee, will decide how their Club proceeds
during this Stage. Some Clubs may con nue to only have virtual sessions with
their members, while others might begin to have in person ac vi es.
The a achment below is the "Guidelines for Re-opening PROBUS Clubs" (dated May 26th ) that was sent to
you earlier. These are, of course, only Guidelines that a Commi ee from PROBUS CANADA's Board of
Directors put together.
Recently, I consulted with Andy McInnis our HUB Interna onal representa ve for our Liability Insurance
Policies.
Given that we are now in Stage 3 in our parts of Ontario it seems that PROBUS Clubs are now in a posi on
where they can re-introduce ac vi es such as golf, walking, biking etc.. under the PROBUS umbrella.
When I asked him " if an individual contracts COVID-19, can the execu ve of the Club holding one of these
events be sued? " Mr. McInnis' response was the following in general:
Our General Liability Insurance coverage has no speciﬁc exclusions in it. If an individual did contract the
disease, it would be extremely diﬃcult to prove where they got it and to prove PROBUS negligence was at
fault. That being said, our Insurance would be used to defend PROBUS CANADA or an individual Club or its
oﬃcers.
Mr. McInnis also pointed out the need for social distancing inside or outside and he emphasized the
importance of dis-infec ng chairs, door handles, tables and any other items that were contacted by
individuals. Cau on con nues to be the key to what any of us are doing. This is why I included the
a achment.
PLEASE advise me that you did receive this e-mail. A simple " Received " will suﬃce.
Best regards,
Jamie
For the a achment referenced, please go to Club web site on the News page:
h ps://www.probusnorthumberland.ca/news/127-covid-19-re-opening-probus-clubs-guidelines
See also informa on about Johnson Insurance here:
h ps://www.probusnorthumberland.ca/news/128-johnson-insurance-update

Just a few groaners….
•
•
•
•
•

The guy who invented the door knocker got a no-bell prize.
My ex-wife s ll misses me. But her aim is star ng to improve.
How does a lawyer sleep? First, he lies on one side, then he lies on the other.
There was a kidnapping at school yesterday. Do not worry, though – he woke up.
He was not originally going to get a brain transplant, but then he changed his mind.
Oh come on… a change from Covid jokes anyway. Thanks, Russ Donaldson for this submission.
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Anniversary Celebra ons:
For the Month of July
Donna & Fred Cooke (55 years)
Maureen & John Cro s (during their honeymoon in the Lake District of England …Man
landed on the moon)
Francine& Ken Nesbi
For the Month of August
Florence & Alan Fletcher (23)
Norma & Ralph Stoﬀers
Barb & Ron Swallow

The July Babies
Mary Dunphy
George Lawrence
Stan Maggs
Francine Nesbi
Ron Sargent
Jim S rling (95)

The August Babies
Bob Pe er
Ken Nesbi
Diana Flynn
Joe Flynn
And dapper Don Tapsco turns 90 on August 30 (photo right)

Notes to the Club
Thank you for represen ng all the friends at Northumberland Probus in sending the
lovely card and message at a very sad me in our lives. Our son Robert was my rock
ever since the death of my husband. It is diﬃcult to accept and adjust to the reality that
he is no longer with us.
Great memories and though ul friends are a wonderful support. Sincerely Molly Leckey
Barry Clayton's family also sent a note of thanks.
Our good wishes were sent out to Jane Johnson.
She is presently supported well at home by family, friends, and neighbours as she recovers
from a stroke.
Nancy Logan: “Just a short note to say thank you for the PROBUS Club of N.’s kind dona on
to the Hospital Founda on.” Bill was a volunteer at the Hospital for over 10 years, un l his health wouldn’t
allow him. He would have really appreciated the Club’s dona on, as do I.
Thanks again, Kindest Regards, Nancy”
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What About a Local Outing?
It is always nice to head out somewhere for a li le drive. About 20-25 minute drive from Cobourg along
Highway #2 to Archer Road. Turn south onto Archer Road to Lakeshore Road. Turn le onto Lakeshore Road
so that you are heading east. When you get to Keewa n turn south(right) un l you see the sign for
Nawau n Nature Sanctuary. The sanctuary oﬀers pleasant groomed pathways through the wetlands across
bridges and towards a beach. Be sure to take some insect repellent along. Although benches or Muskoka
chairs are placed in areas for rest stops, it is not a diﬃcult trail. Here are a few photos to give you an idea.
(No washrooms!)

Jack Butler
on the trail
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More Nawau n Photos

A Word from the Editor
This month we have 12 pages—mostly original content by our contributors who deserve a
big thank you. But it’s just as well we are not prin ng or we would certainly be over
budget.
Hopefully the photos are not too small although in some cases they might well be. If the
newsle er was fully online, then photos could be much larger but it’s nice to get an email and I’m sure some
will print it out — I certainly like my newspaper in printed form.
Because there is more space available, it means I don’t have to try so hard to eliminate white space—some
would say more white space is be er anyway!
Remember that you can view earlier copies of Probuzz at our web site. Go to News then Northumberland
News and, while you’re at it, view news from other Northumberland Clubs. You’ll see that not all
Northumberland County Clubs are keeping ac ve with newsle ers in these diﬃcult mes.
John Draper

The Pro-Buzzards

Stop Press

Editor: John Draper john@cobourginternet.com

Sadly, we announce the death of Helga Benham,
wife of Jim Benham on July 28. They had just
celebrated 34 years of being together.

Other Contributors:
The News Team and as acknowledged
Photos: As acknowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is August 28th.
Please send any material to john@cobourginternet.com

Jim feels fortunate that he was able to be with
her in their home when she passed away.
He hopes that one day soon that he can host a
gathering to celebrate her life.

Probus Club of Northumberland
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsle ers & lots of photos and videos.
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