The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – August 2019

From the President
Well, fellow Probians, I hope the weather has been to your liking this past month.
All that early rain seems to have done wonders to the gardens. Let’s hope that
August is equally as nice.
As I men oned at the last mee ng, every three years the President and Vice
President are to go over the club bylaws and make sure that they are up to date
and that they reﬂect what we do. Vice President Marcia MacLeod and I have done
so and we have received excellent assistance from your management team and
chairs of the various commi ees. The revised bylaws must be voted upon at our
mee ng on 12 September and you are asked to look them over and be prepared to vote. They are available
on the bulle n board at mee ngs but they will also be sent out to you by email or, if we don’t have an email
address for you, they will be posted to your address. I hope that they will meet with your approval.
Next mee ng (August 8th), we are celebra ng the 95th birthday of Verna Templar, a founding member of the
club. There will be cake! Also ‐ Our Barbecue is coming up on August 22 at the farm of Bill and Everil Als. This
event has always been a lot of fun. Be sure to sign up at the next mee ng.
Looking forward to seeing you at the birthday celebra on and the BBQ.
Harry Nash

Men’s Coﬀee Club

Organized by Jack Butler, the Men’s Coﬀee Club meets twice a month in Chevy’s
Café in Kelly’s Pub – the Homelike Inn on Third Street. The me is 9:30 am and the dates are the Tuesday
a er the Probus Mee ngs. For example the August mee ngs are 13th August and 27th August. If you are
planning to have breakfast there, please let Jack know in advance.

Lunch Bunch July 25, 2019

The Lunch Bunch group met today at Bu ermilk Café in Cobourg. We

had ten people in our group this me. As always there was interes ng conversa on ranging from holidays
to poli cs. We will not be mee ng in August as the BBQ is on the 22nd. Our next mee ng will be September
26 and I will announce the venue at the mee ng on September 12.
Dawn McGregor

Probus Speaker July 15, 2019
Fran Fearnley spoke to us about the history of Zimbabwe sculptors and the
evolu on of their art. While she spoke, photos of the art on display in her
gallery were shown. The ar sts uncover what lies within just as you would
peel an orange.
She selects works which have been made without power tools as only then
can what lies inside can truly be found. It was generally agreed that a trip to
Zimart north of Rice Lake is a must for all.
Peter Ridout
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Stephen Skyvington
At the July 11 mee ng, Russ Donaldson introduced our speaker, Stephen
Skyvington, an author, a radio personality, and long me Cobourg resident.
Stephen Skyvington was a manager of government rela ons at the Ontario
Medical Associa on and later opened his own PR company PoliTrain Inc. in
2001 — he’s also a lobbyist, consultant, pundit, and veteran of the health
care wars. He was with us to convey his deep belief that our health care
system in Ontario is in a mess and the current trend is completely
unsustainable. In fact, he is on a mission to draw everyone's a en on to
the fact that a revolu onary change is required in the healthcare system.
He has wri en a book en tled "This May Hurt A Bit: Reinven ng Canada’s
Health Care System in which he addresses just how costly and ineﬀec ve
the system is.
Ac ng the role of whistle blower, and thinking outside the box, Skyvington explained why change must
occur, the implica ons of embracing the status quo and doing nothing, and why all Canadians need to be
engaged in order to save our health care system, rebuilding it into something new and be er. As he said, "if
our system is so good, why hasn't any European country adopted our model".
At the end of the talk, Stephen answered many good ques ons and received generous applause. A er the
mee ng was adjourned, he remained in the hall to sign copies of his book for anyone who wished to buy
one.
John Umiastowski

Nibblers — Upcoming Events
Nibblers are making the most of summer by visi ng des na ons with pa os, gardens and summer style
fare.
In June, we visited the Warkworth Golf Club. Casual dining on the pa o overlooking the greens set a relaxed
tone on the ﬁrst oﬃcial day of summer. Though the lilacs on the Millennium Lilac Trail had largely spent
their glories, we s ll enjoyed a peaceful nature walk. A visit to 'Fran c Farms Gallery, po ery and glass, was
a treat. And who could forget the yummy ice cream, enjoyed under a pergola in the company of a young
local family.
El Camino on King Street in Cobourg provided us with a European style experience, without the jet
lag! Usually open only in the evenings, El Camino is serving up a lunch me menu for the summer. We had
the small and private back pa o all to ourselves. The pa o was exo c in its array of plants and vividly
coloured cushions. The food was delicious. A small but varied lunch menu oﬀers ample choice: hamburgers
with guacamole with a side salad or a three tacos plate, to ﬂatbread sandwiches, to name a few. Most
entrees were priced at about $14. Two of our members commented: "Good choice."
UPCOMING FOR AUGUST
Tuesday, August 13, we are scheduled for 'cream tea' at 2:00 p.m. at Meadow View Gardens near
Roseneath. Six acres of gardens and tea under a tent near a koi pond.
Cost is $12 for garden entry and $15 for tea and scones. Both are inclusive of GST. You can view the
gardens before or a er, or both. Every eﬀort will be made to facilitate car pooling. Please let me know your
needs in this regard. Proprietors accept cash only on the day of the visit. If you would like to a end, please
speak to me. If you need or want carpooling, I will endeavour to organize to meet your needs.
Linda Syrota
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Upcoming Social Events
Annual Summer BBQ

Thursday, August 22nd

We have 78 people signed up to a end our annual
BBQ. Remember to bring your lawn chair, beverage
of choice with container, name tag and wear comfy
shoes. Everything else will be provided including
plates and utensils. There’s one more opportunity
to sign up at our next mee ng on August 9th.
Based on the success of the games we played last
year, we’ll be doing even more of these [See photo
from last year at right]. Be prepared to have fun
and maybe even win a prize!
For anyone who needs direc ons to get to Bill &
Everil’s farm, wri en copies will be available at the sign‐up table at the next mee ng.
Please note the me! The parking a endants and registra on folks will be prepared to greet members
between 3 – 3:30 pm.
Drive & Dine

Thursday, October 10th

Sign up for this popular event will take place during both of our regular mee ngs in September. Stay tuned
for more details
Carol Pe er

Social News
It’s hard to imagine that we’re into August already, and it’s me to start thinking about our fall theatre
ou ngs. Mark your calendars for these two events....
Sunday, October 29th at Dalewood Golf Club – This
should be a fun a ernoon as we experience Vintage
Hitchcock, a radio play presented by VOS
Theatre. Arrive at 12:30 for a full buﬀet, followed by
the performance at 2 pm. We have 32 seats set aside
for us at the special rate of $50 all inclusive.
Note: make your cheques payable to VOS.
Friday, November 1st at Best Western – Dinner theatre
“Stage Kiss” presented by the Northumberland Players.
We have 40 excellent seats for this roman c comedy about what happens when lovers share a stage kiss or
when actors share a real one. This is a charming tale by one of the most awarded contemporary writers,
Sarah Ruhl. Sign up is already underway.
Dianne Graham
ggraham24@cogeco.ca

Appies and Drinks
These are the generous hosts who signed up for
Appies and Drinks. Be sure to let them know you
plan to come.

Date
August 14
September
October
November
December

Host
Sue Ossie Tee
Barb George Lawrence
Frank Jean Crowley
Marcia Macleod Jack Butler
Mary Jim O'Shea
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Happy 95th Birthday!
At our mee ng on Thursday, August 8th we
are celebra ng Vern Templar’s ninety‐ﬁ h
birthday.
There will be a birthday cake served at break.
If you wish to bring a gree ng card, there will
be a card drop box at the hall entrance.
Come celebrate this milestone with Verna and
enjoy a bit of fun!

Future Mee ngs & Speakers
Aug 8th

Upcoming August ou ngs for
Northumberland Probus golf:

Dan Orr, County of
Northumberland Communica ons
& Educa on Coordinator
New Program To Divert
Household Waste From Landﬁll

Monday August 12th ‐ Organizers Frank & Jean
Crowley ‐ Loca on Shelter Valley Pines ‐ info to follow
Monday August 26th ‐ Organizers Ann & Barry Hollis ‐
Loca on Baxter Creek ‐ info to follow
Upcoming August ou ngs for Brighton Probus golf to
which NP golfers are invited:
Wednesday August 7th ‐ Organizer Jeﬀ Brace ‐
Loca on Quinte Hills GC, Quinte West. Contact Jeﬀ
Brace plt65ca@bell.net by August 1st.
Wednesday August 21st ‐ Organizer Jeﬀ Brace ‐
Loca on Roundel GC, Trenton ‐ Contact Jeﬀ Brace
plt65ca@bell.net no later than August 14th.
~ Sue Tee ~

The Pro‐Buzzards
Editor: John Draper john@cobourginternet.com
Other Contributors: As acknowledged
Photos: Ron Swallow (905) 373‐4455
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is August 28th.
Please send any material to john@cobourginternet.com

Aug 22nd

No Speaker – Club BBQ

Sept 12th

Marnie Hare Bickle, Music
Academic/Poet/Teacher/Editor
“Na ve Born Son”

Sept 26th

George Parker, Local Historian
“From Forest To Farmland”
Roslynne Cooke,
Speaker Coordinator

Membership
Several memberships are not being renewed. As
a result we have space for all the people
currently on our wai ng list and they will be
inducted over the next few mee ngs. We
con nue to be a very popular club and we are
expec ng to receive further membership
applica ons in the near future.
Maureen & John Cro s

Probus Club of Northumberland, P.O. Box 491, Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4L1
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsle ers & lots of photos and videos.

4

