PROBUS Northumberland - April, 2022

President’s Message
Spring has final
arrived and with it
the usual weather
for this time of
year. As I write this
it is attempting to
snow outside so I
guess winter coats
etc. will be around
for some time yet. I
find the longer days
refreshing and it is
good to get out for an after dinner walk on a bright
evening.

people who have not renewed so if you haven’t done
so, please contact John or Maureen Crofts.
As we gear up for adding more activities, we will
need volunteers to fill many positions, particularly
as the next year unfolds. To that end we are planning
a Job Fair on April 28th where we will have current
and/or past position holders available to talk to
anyone interested in taking on a more active role in
the club. As with any organization, the club is only
as vital and engaging as the people involved with it.
So please do consider volunteering for a position or
doing a job share with someone else.

Dianne Graham has been busy with Movies at the
Loft and Best Western Dinner Theatre. Also, our
I am happy to say that our 2 “in person” meetings in Anniversary breakfast is on May 12th and the golf
March went smoothly and it was so nice to connect season starts soon after.
with everyone in person again. As well, we had two
See you for our Easter meeting on April 14th and
very interesting speakers to give us some food for
please do wear your finest Spring outfits to make a
thought.
colourful spectacle.
As of now we have 133 members who have renewed
their membership. This still leaves a number of
Mary Dunphy
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It’s been a delight working with Ken Prue at the Loft to come up with movies
especially for our PROBUS club and there are two excellent showings coming
up.
Thursday, April 7
West Side Story Here’s the new Steven Spielberg version of the much-loved
1961 musical, nominated for several academy awards.
Tuesday, May 10
Hidden Figures This is the true story of three brilliant African-American
women who worked for NASA’s space program in the 50’s and 60’s and were instrumental in launching
the manned space flight program, while facing insidious day-to-day racial discrimination. The movie
stars Octavia Spencer, Janelle Monae and Taraji P. Henson in this inspiring, feel-good movie. Don’t miss
this one.

at the Loft

Dianne Graham ggraham24@cogeco.ca
or 289-252-0418
Abba Mia at WestBen - Tuesday, July 19 at 2:00 pm
Come and have “the time of your life” when you join the fabulous singers and
musicians for the rollicking return of the musical review of all your favourite
ABBA hits!
We have 30 excellent seats reserved, but they are booking fast, so please call
or email me as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss out. Our special rate
is $54 per person, payable to PROBUS Northumberland.

Westben

For those of you who haven’t been to WestBen, concerts are held in a
gorgeous covered barn near Campbellford – this is a self-drive event.
Dianne Graham ggraham24@cogeco.ca
or 289-252-0418

Last Call for Dinner Theatre
We’ve had a great response to see Savannah Sipping Society at the Best Western
on Friday, May 6 and I only have 4 tickets left.
I do need to finalize payment, so please call or email me by April 4th if you’d
like to join your PROBUS friends at this comedy presentation.

Dinner Theatre

The cost is $62 per person including tax and gratuities and includes your choice
of chicken, beef, salmon or vegetarian meal.
Dianne Graham ggraham24@cogeco.ca
or 289-252-0418
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From the Speakers Corner

On March 10th, Steve Lapp gave
us a well received and very
informative talk on the subject of
Electric Vehicles. His presentation
dealt with economics, practicality,
and the impact on climate change.

supply to the grid in the coming years as more and
more electric vehicles are sold. He admitted that
there are limitations to such cars, and they are not
suitable for all users, but there is no doubt that this
is a growing market, and more and more people
will be buying and driving electrically powered
cars in the future.

He left us with the message that
electric vehicles will be a growing Judging by the numerous questions and warm
market and governments are
applause, it certainly appeared that his talk was
committed to expanding power
very much appreciated.

On March 24th, Professor Mark Rector gave us a talk on the
history of inventions made by Canadians. I am sorry if you
missed this one, because it was one of the best talks we have had
in recent times. It was a super high quality presentation, replete
with humor and lots of interesting facts concerning those who
were some of the REAL inventors, not necessarily the ones who
received the credit.
After a prolonged question period and generous applause at the
end, Professor Rector signed copies of his book "Oh
Canada! Our Home and Inventive Land" which was purchased
by a large number of members.

Our upcoming speaker on April 14th will be Allan
McCracken, a lawyer and estate law legal expert and
advisor with the firm Mann McCracken and
Associates, who will talk to us about all the twists
and turns related to wills and testaments, living wills,
trusts, and much more.

On April 28th, we will have the pleasure of listening
to Jamie Doolittle talk about his life in Probus. We
can always count on Jamie to provide an entertaining
and informative talk.

It will be our chance to ask all the critical questions
on some of our most important legal matters and
receive quality responses.

John Umiastowski
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Eliane MacGregor joined the club in Mar ch.
She was sponsored by Marg & Brian Clarkson.
Eliane was self employed.
Her interests include golf, walking, art and reading.
She is willing to help with staffing a sign-up table,
decorating tables and hosting Appies & Drinks.
Please welcome Eliane to our club.
Mary Dunphy, Eliane MacGregor & Florence Fletcher

Michael O’Conner joined in June 2021

Rob & Catherine Hunter joined in August 2021

Peter Clark & Margo Hebert joined in February 2021
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I was born in Frankford, Ontario, 75 years ago!
My family moved to Toronto when I was about 3 and
I grew up in the city before moving to Scarborough
when I was in grade 3. After high school at David and
Mary Thomson C.I., I pursued a career with Bell
Canada.
I married David, my high school sweetheart, in
1969. We moved to Hamilton for a year and a half
until he finished his degree at McMaster and then back
to Scarborough where we had our first son in ‘72.
David’s career moved us to Peterborough where we
had our second son in’73.

William Street in Cobourg and
eventually partnered in
purchasing the old Bradley’s
store on King St West. I
continued to work there for
years until I took a computer
course at the high school and
went to work in the office at
Victoria Ford.
From there I went to Pearsall
Motors in Brighton for almost
2 years and then back to
Cobourg to Fraser Ford until I retired in 2010. I just
love retirement. It is the best!
Dave passed in 2016 but I am fortunate enough to
have my youngest son Brandon and his family live
here with me. When Dave was sick, they moved in to
help so we didn’t have to move. I love having them
here as I couldn’t have stayed in my home alone
without them. I was never lonely through the
pandemic because I always knew they were here.
Grandkids keep you young.

We then moved on to Cobourg where Dave was
promoted to manager of Cherney’s Furniture store.
We had our third son in ‘77. I was fortunate enough to
be able to stay home for 11 years while we raised our I have 9 grandkids - 3 from each son. Brandon is here,
Matthew in Ottawa, and Greg in Michigan. I don’t see
boys. I babysat and baked cookies etc. to help out
as much of my other two boys and grandkids as I’d
during this time.
like, especially this past 2 years, but I am fortunate to
When our youngest was in grade1, I purchased Tugg’s have 3 here at home to spoil.
Fabric and Drapery store with my best friend (since
Except for a knee and hip replacement I think I am
grade 5!). The business ran successfully for 3-1/2
years until Fabricland came to town. Since we bought fairly healthy.
fabric from them, we obviously couldn’t compete so
I have enjoyed Probus so much as it has helped me
we closed our doors and I went to work for Sears for 1 meet new people after my husband passed. I have had
-1/2 years.
some great times and hope to continue to do so!
David and I opened a furniture and appliance store on
Sandy Upton

Membership Update
To date, we have received membership dues from 133 of our members. This leaves
60 who have not yet paid for the year’s membership. Annual dues covering the
period ending July 2022 are $40 per person.
When attending our April “in person” meeting, bring a cheque made out to Probus
Club of Northumberland. … or it can be mailed to/or dropped off at our address ...
35 James Street West
Cobourg, ON,
K9A 2J8

Maureen & John Crofts
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Easter Memories
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March 10, 2022 Meeting Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day

Attendance
March 10th
79 members & 7 guests
March 24th
69 members & 3 guests
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For our April 14 Easter meeting, members are encouraged to dress in
their brightest spring finery.
This will enhance the Easter centerpieces being created by Pat
Umiastoski and Sandy Upton.
Barb Swallow

May 12, 2022 Anniversary Breakfast
Our Anniversary Breakfast is being celebrated on May 12 with a full
buffet meal at 9 a.m. Tickets for this event are $20 per person – this
includes our normal $5 meeting fee, tax and gratuity. Tickets will be on
sale at our next two meetings.
Those not wishing to attend the breakfast portion of this meeting are asked
to arrive no earlier than 9:50 a.m. and will pay their usual $5 fee. This will
include anniversary cake and beverage.
Barb Swallow

A NOTE from the Management Committee:
During Covid, a limited number of printed copies of PROBUZZ were hand
delivered to some members.
This served as a way to keep in touch, but was never designed to be a
permanent solution.
The April publication will be the last of such deliveries. However, a limited
number of copies will be available at the meetings starting in May for people
who do not have email.
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The Professor
There are 11 species of Owls in Ontario
How many can you name?
...answer in next issue of PROBUZZ
Ossie Tee

“How do you feel about me going to
my sister’s for two weeks?”

“It’s okay! I found the keys”
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“You here again Carole?!”
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Eganridge Resort Country Club & Spa
Hello Eganridge
Travellers!

fun and camaraderie, these two games will be
played Scramble style and the teams will be mixed
Our Eganridge GetAway and scheduled by Sue Tee.
Can You Help?:
is less than 3 months
away and we can tell
For past NP trips we were fortunate to have various
you that there are now
participants who were willing to organize some
47 people signed up
entertainment for the group. Barb, Ron and I are
to go, leaving room for
looking for one or perhaps two small groups of
2 members to join us.
people to plan:

The final payment for our stay is required by
Eganridge by May 23rd and a cheque for the total
will be sent by Treasurer Alan Fletcher a week
before that time

1.Something for Tuesday evening following
dinner. There will be a large Ballroom
available to us with a bar, adjacent to the
dining room.

With that in mind, by May 6th at the latest, we ask
that you remit a cheque made out to
Northumberland Probus for $357.62 per
person ($457.62 minus $100 deposit) or $715.24
per couple. ($915.25 minus $200 deposit). The
cheques should be mailed to Ron Swallow, 132
James Street East, Cobourg ON, K9A 1H3.

2.Should golf be rained out, we need a
“daytime” alternative. This could be
something as casual as a “games afternoon"
with a trove of playing cards and an
assortment of board games which would
need to be found and collected before
leaving home. These cards and games could
be kept for the two days at Dunsford House
where there is a large common room which
will be available to only our group, with
tables and chairs, for gathering and
socializing through the day.

That cost covers the June 6th & 7th two-day
GetAway package which includes two nights’
accommodation, two dinners (Monday & Tuesday),
two breakfasts (Tuesday & Wednesday), 9 holes of
golf on Monday and 18 holes on Tuesday and the
required Gratuity and HST for the complete
If you can help, please contact Barb & Ron
package.
Swallow or Sue Tee
NOTE:
More updates will follow as we get closer to the

On Monday, June 6th, our afternoon golf will begin June GetAway.
at 1PM. To make it less rushed you can check in
Thank you!
following your game. The Tuesday morning game
Sue Tee and Barb & Ron Swallow
will start at 10AM. In keeping with the tradition of

Ontario’s new “Staycation” tax credit is applicable to our Eganridge
Golf Staycation.
For our Eganridge Accommodation, you can claim $204.08 pp +
$26.53 HST
All the information is available at www.ontariostaycation.com

Florence Fletcher
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Northumberland PROBUS Senior Golf Group

Golf Group Organizers for 2022
Monday, May 16

Everil & Bill Alls

Warkworth Golf Club

Monday, May 30

Sue Tee

Port Hope GC
(12 hole scramble)

Monday, June 6 & 7

Sue Tee, Barb & Ron Swallow

Eganridge Resort

Monday, June 13

Jim O’Shea

Salt Creek GC

Monday, June 27

Susan Brown

Shelter Valley Pines GC

Monday, July 11

Donna & Fred Cooke

Salt Creek GC

Monday, July 25

Barb & George Lawrence

Stonehenge GC

Monday, Aug 8

Jean & Frank Crowley

Shelter Valley Pines GC
(Back 9)

Tuesday, Aug 23

Barry Hollis

Baxter Creek GC

Monday, Sept 12

Mary Dunphy

Shelter Valley Pines GC
(Back 9)

Monday, Sept 26

Barb & Ron Swallow

Cobourg Creek GC
(Final Event)
Sue Tee

Addressing the Ball
1. Assuming the correct stance and placing the head of the club on
the ground behind the ball prior to hitting it.
2. Directing statements to the ball before it is hit or while it is in
flight, such as: “If you go into that trap, I’ll never wash you again”
or “In a way, I hope you miss that cup – I’ve always wondered
what’s inside a golf ball.”
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To-day’s Humour
An elderly couple, George and Mildred, began to notice that they were getting a lot more forgetful in their old
age. Naturally, they thought it might be a good idea to discuss the problem with their doctor.
The doctor reassured them that this was quite a common experience for people as they got older and he
suggested that they should start writing things down so they don’t forget.
When they got home, Mildred asked George to get her a bowl of ice cream from the kitchen refrigerator.
“Should I write that down for you, George?” she said.
“No, Mildred. I’m sure I’ll remember a bowl of ice cream,” George responded.
“OK, George,” said Mildred “but I want some whipped cream with my ice cream too. Should I write that
down?”
“No,” said George. “I’ll remember. You want a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream.“
“George, I’d love a cherry on top too,” said Mildred. “Should I write that down?”
“No, I got it,” said George. “You want a bowl of ice cream with whipped cream and a cherry on top.”
So George disappears into the kitchen to get the ice cream and he then spends an unusually long time there
before returning about 40 minutes later.
He returns to the living room and hands Mildred a plate of eggs and bacon.
Mildred stares at the plate momentarily and then she looks at George.
“Where’s the toast?” she asks.

Congratulations …
Donna & Russ Donaldson, Gail & Don Tapscott, Barbara-Jean & Borden
Taylor, Pat & John Umiastowski
… on celebrating their Anniversary in April.

Probus Club of Northumberland
Canada Post:
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Email: pr obusnor thumber land1@pr obusnor thumber land.com
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsletters & lots of photos and videos.

The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: R on Swallow
Assistant Editor: Barb Swallow
Contributors:
Photos: A s ack nowledged
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is April 28th.
Please send any material to probuzzinput@gmail.com
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