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Hello all, I hope you are all well and keeping safe. It feels like this epidemic will
never end. We were even asked to celebrate thanksgiving at our own homes,
without family and friends around us. And now it is being suggested that kids
don’t trick or treat.
It is so upsetting and frustrating for us all, and it is getting easier to say the heck
with it all. I think we must remember this is a virulent disease however and
continue to do our best to get through it.
With that in mind you will see in the Beacon a summary from the Management
Committee detailing our continuing cautious approach going forward. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact a committee member.
However you chose to spend Thanksgiving, Allalie and I hope you had an
enjoyable time. Even facing all the issues that we are, we can still be thankful for
the many good things in our lives.
I am pleased to let you know that the annual financial review has been completed
successfully. Colin Wright has been kind enough to undertake this task on our
behalf. You will find his covering letter elsewhere in this Beacon edition. A big
thank you to Colin.
If you have any questions with regard to the documents mentioned, please feel free
to ask our Treasurer, Jim Kovacs.
I would like to again ask for volunteers for a number of positions on the
Management Committee that will become vacant when we are able to meet again.
Please get in touch with a committee member to ask what you can do to help.
All the best,

Newsletter Editor
Joan Selwood

613 475-1561

Computer
Mary Lou Parkinson
Paul Langevin

613 439-8818
613-475-9967

Ian
P.S. Water is indeed vital for life. After all you need it to make coffee.

A message from the Brighton Probus Management Committee:
On behalf of the Brighton Probus Club Management Committee, we extend our collective hope that you
and yours are managing to cope with the ongoing challenges of this prolonged epidemic. We understand
that everyone’s level of frustration is heightened by not knowing when our daily lives will return to some
semblance of “normality”. Your Management Committee once again addressed that issue at its 22
October meeting and concluded that the uncertainties of predicting the way ahead, specifically as it
relates to conducting general club meetings, required a more definitive plan. To that end, it was decided
that the next general meeting of the Brighton Probus Club would be in (August/September) 2021.
Although the decision mirrors that of several other district clubs, we want to emphasize that, should
circumstances permit an earlier reinstating of monthly gatherings, the Management Committee will most
certainly revisit the matter. On a different but somewhat related matter, we want to encourage everyone to
stay in touch with other members. Also, despite the fact that your Management Committee interpretation
of Probus Canada’s regulations governing group activities (golf/bowling) and smaller group activities (bid
euchre/bridge) is that they are not sanctioned during Covid-19, we hope that utilizing “bubbles”, wearing
masks and distancing will permit you to safely get together as individuals and socialize.
We will continue to communicate with you in future newsletters; however, should you have questions or
ideas, please feel free to contact any Management Committee member.
Stay safe.

Canadians are Cool! - submitted by Sheila Waters

October Birthdays
Arzelle Heier
Norman Bastin
David Swallow
Patricia Blom
Lin Barker
Lynda Brown
Phyllis Allison
Patricia Ralston
Carolyn Dean
Isabelle Brose
Louise Swallow

1st
5th
5th
11th
13th
14th
16th
22nd
23rd
27th
31st

November Birthdays
Wanda Quirk
Linda Reckenberg
Bonnie Minns
Carole Anderson
John Thomas
Linda Rumpf
Allan Broatch
Janice Highstead
Patrick McGilly
Valerie Rennie
Don Dudley
Susan Mycroft

2nd
3rd
5th
11th
11th
12th
13th
15th
18th
18th
19th
25th

December Birthdays
David Wyndham
Lillian Cowley
Nancy Sutton
Dot Romhild
Mary Lou Workman
Astrida Chalmers
Murray Workman
David Lawler
Canute Haferkorn

2nd
6th
10th
13th
14th
20th
23rd
26th
27th

In France, at a fairly large conference, Former
Canadian Prime Minister Steven Harper was
asked by a French cabinet minister if Canadian
involvement in Afghanistan was just an example
of "empire building."
Mr Harper answered by saying, 'Over the years,
Canada has sent many of its fine young men and
women into great peril to fight for freedom
beyond our borders. The only amount of land we
have ever asked for in return is enough to bury
those that did not return.'
You could have heard a pin drop.
A Canadian Admiral was attending a naval
conference that included Admirals from the
Canadian, US, English, Australian and French
Navies.
At a cocktail reception, he found himself
standing with a large group of officers that
included personnel from most of those countries.
Everyone was chatting away in English as they
sipped their drinks but a French admiral suddenly
complained that, whereas Europeans learn many
languages, North Americans generally learn only
English. He then asked, 'Why is it that we always
have to speak English in these conferences rather
than speaking French?'
Without hesitating, the Canadian Admiral replied
'Maybe it's because the Brits, Canadians, Aussies
and Americans arranged it so you wouldn't have
to speak German.'
You could have heard a pin drop.
When Robert Whiting, an elderly Canadian
gentleman of 83, arrived in Paris by plane at the
French Customs, he took a few minutes to locate
his passport in his carry on.
'You have been to France before, monsieur?' the
customs officer asked sarcastically.
Mr. Whiting admitted that he had been to France
previously.
The official replied 'Then you should know
enough to have your passport ready.'
The Canadian said, 'The last time I was here, I
didn't have to show it.'
'Impossible, Monsieur. Canadians always have
to show passports on arrival in France !'
The Canadian senior gave the Frenchman a long
hard look. Then he quietly explained, ''Well,
when I came ashore on D-Day in 1944 to help
liberate this country, I couldn't find a single
Frenchmen to show a passport to.'
You could have heard a pin drop.
Canadians are Cool.

Submi&ed by Ian Stewart..
How about a new feature for the Beacon. Thanks to Shirley, we are doing a work experience piece. Many
of us are immigrants from all over. How about a brief story on our ﬁrst experiences when arriving in
Canada.
At the risk of boring you, I will start it oﬀ.

In 1963, when I was 14 years old, I came home from school one day in early winter, straight into a family
meeBng. Me, my younger sister and my parents. We were told that due to declining work in the Glasgow
shipyards, we were moving to Canada in the summer of 1964.
My ﬁrst thought was what about my stuﬀ. My bike, a pool table and a very few other things. (they were
all eventually given away).
My iniBal reacBon was shock, but then I thought of all the great stuﬀ my aunt in Canada used to send
me, and that kind of eased things.
ALer all the preparaBons we got on a ship, the Cunard liner, HMS Corinthian. It was like a holiday.
Restaurants were not in my life Bll then. I watched “The Pink Panther” with Peter Sellers every day,
someBmes twice.
We arrived in July at Montreal. The ho&est day I had ever experienced. My dad was to meet someone
for a job and accommodaBon. They were not there and no responses on the phone. It was 8pm on
Sunday night. My mother was in tears.
Thank God for the SalvaBon Army. They got us a one room place to stay on St Catherines St. Next day
sBll no response from the employer. We had relaBves in Toronto so later that day we were on our way
there, my aunt’s basement for several months Bll my dad got work. There was no help back then.
Of course, there is so much more. But to ﬁnish, I should talk about school. I went to a very strict Senior
Secondary School in Glasgow. Girls and boys separate, line up for class, no talking.
In Canada I went into grade 11 at Porter Collegiate in Scarborough.
First day… UTTER CHAOS. Couldn’t believe it. How would I ﬁt in. And the strong Glasgow accent. I later
found out the girls liked it.
I did ﬁt myself in, and never looked back. Became a ciBzen as soon as able, and was Canadian.
Now in future Beacon edi1ons… every immigrant has a story, let’s hear your story

On Top of the World in October 2012!

Somehow when Gayle Wilk and I went to Nepal in October of 2012 I thought only of high
mountains, not jungle - but jungle there was - in Chitwan National Park. We saw the paw print of a
tiger, and black rhinos in a pond, on a day trek after reaching the jungle in a dugout canoe! There
were also elephants at the lodge where we stayed and see an elephant getting it’s own back - that’s
Gayle in the yellow top. We then drove into Katmandu and ate our last night’s dinner at the
famous Rum Doodle Restaurant. Groups are given yeti feet to record their names and other
comments. You will notice on the board below the signature of Edmund Hilary, dated 19th May,
1953. On the morning of our departure for New Delhi and home, I took a short plane ride. They
only seated passengers in the window seats and we all had an opportunity to go into the cockpit.
Here’s the photo I took of Everest - Joan Selwood.

Covid-19 Home Test
A new and easy test for the horror of Covid-19 is
making the rounds and it's simple, quick and
positive (or negative if you see what I mean).
Take a glass and pour a decent amount of your
favorite wine into it; then see if you can smell it.
If you can, then you are halfway there.
Now drink it. If you can taste it then it is
reasonable to assume you are currently free of the
virus because the loss of the sense of smell and
taste is a common symptom.
I tested myself 7 times last night and was virus
free every time thank goodness.
However I will have to test myself again today
because I have developed a throbbing headache
which can also be one of the symptoms.

1. Who the hell is this?
2. Hey, mother of my children, are you sick or
what?
3. Yeah, and I love you too. What's wrong?
4. What now? Did you wreck the car again?
5. I don't understand what you mean?
6. What the hell did you do now?
7. Are you sure this is for me?
8. Don't beat about the bush, just tell me how
much you need?
9. Am I dreaming?
10. If you don't tell me who this message is for,
someone will die.
11. I thought we agreed you wouldn't drink
during the day.
12. Your mother is coming to stay with us, isn't
she?
Submitted by June Brace

Scottish Golf Story
I'll report my results later…
Submitted by Marian Trudell

Marital Bliss
A group of 12 women were at a seminar on how
to live in a loving relationship with their
husbands. The women were asked "How many of
you love your husband?" All the women raised
their hands.
Then they were asked, "When was the last time
you told your husband you loved him?" Some
women answered today, a few yesterday, and
some couldn't remember.
The women were then told to take out their
cellphones and text their husband "I love you,
sweetheart."
Next the women were instructed to exchange
phones with another woman and read aloud the
text message they received in response to their
message.
Below are 12 actual hilarious replies from their
husbands. (If you have been married for quite a
while, you understand that these replies are a
sign of true love. Who else would reply in such a
succinct and honest way?)

John, who lived in the north of England, decided
to go golfing in Scotland with his buddy, Shawn.
They loaded up John's minivan and headed north.
After driving for a few hours, they got caught in
a terrible blizzard. So they pulled into a nearby
farm and asked the attractive lady who answered
the door if they could spend the night. ‘I realize
it's terrible weather out there and I have this huge
house all to myself, but I'm recently widowed,'
she explained, 'and I'm afraid the neighbours will
talk if I let you stay in my house.' 'Don't worry,'
John said. 'We'll be happy to sleep in the barn
and if the weather breaks, we'll be gone at first
light.' The lady agreed, and the two men found
their way to the barn and settled in for the night.
Come morning, the weather had cleared, and they
got on their way. They enjoyed a great weekend
of golf. But about nine months later, John got an
unexpected letter from an attorney. It took him a
few minutes to figure it out, but he finally
determined that it was from the attorney of that
attractive widow he had met on the golf
weekend. He dropped in on his friend Shawn and
asked, "Shawn, do you remember that goodlooking widow from the farm we stayed at on our
golf holiday in Scotland about 9 months ago?”
‘Yes, I do,' said Shawn. 'Did you, er, happen to
get up in the middle of the night, go up to the
house and pay her a visit' 'Well, um, yes!,' Shawn
said, a little embarrassed about being found out, 'I
have to admit that I did.' 'And did you happen to
give her my name instead of telling her your
name?' Shawn's face turned beet red and he said,

'Yeah, look, I'm sorry, buddy I'm afraid I did.
Why do you ask?' ‘She just died and left me
everything.'
(And you thought the ending would be different,
didn't you?... you know you smiled… now keep
that smile for the rest of the day!!!)

The man who fell into an upholstery machine is
now fully recovered.
You feel stuck with your debt if you can't budge
it.

Submitted by Sheila Waters

Local Area Network in Australia - the LAN
down under.

Wit Possibilities ...

Every calendar's days are numbered.

Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in
Seine.

A lot of money is tainted - taint yours and taint
mine.

A man's home is his castle, in a manor of
speaking.

A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.

Dijon vu - the same mustard as before.

He had a photographic memory that was never
developed.

Shotgun wedding - A case of wife or death.
A man needs a mistress just to break the
monogamy.
A hangover is the wrath of grapes.
Dancing cheek-to-cheek is really a form of floor
play.
Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?
Condoms should be used on every conceivable
occasion.
Reading while sunbathing makes you, well, red.
When two egotists meet, it's an I for an I.
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two
tired.
In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism
your count votes.
She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden
leg but broke it off.
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
If you don't pay your exorcist, you get
repossessed.
With her marriage she got a new name and a
dress.

Once you've seen one shopping center, you've
seen a mall.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know
basis.
Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses.
Acupuncture is a jab well done.
Submitted by Colin Wright

