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The President’s Voice
Strangers are just friends waiting to happen.
- Rod McKuen, Looking for a Friend

Welcome to June! Hopefully summer is finally coming. Have you had enough rain yet??
We just returned from the Probus Clubs of Northumberland Spring Celebration in
Colborne – what a fun event! You will hear more about it later from our roving reporter
(AKA VP Sheila Wood) but I want to thank the club members who volunteered to help at
the event – Bev McComb and Andrea Conte, with their smiling faces, were our ticket
takers and club greeters and Bette Harpur and Lance and Barbara Cooper sold so many
Share the Wealth tickets that the organizers had to go out and buy several more rolls of
tickets! Good work all!!
This month I have turned over my newsletter spot to Anne and Art Linton to report on their
attendance at the Probus event held in Cambridge at the end of April. They were great
ambassadors for our club and we thank them for representing us.

Probus Canada 30 Year Celebration
The celebration took place in Cambridge Ontario on April 27th, at the Grand Valley Golf
and Country Club. The event was hosted by the Probus Club of Cambridge Ontario, the
very first Probus Club in Canada and for that matter in North America. The Club, currently
with a membership of 110, was all men and was followed that year by the formation of 3
more clubs in Canada. The first women's club in Burlington was not started until 1990 in
Burlington.
The head table was piped in and Bob Boone, secretary of The Probus Club of Canada,
put on his top hat and acted as Master of Ceremonies.
The first speaker was Bob Rutherford, President of Cambridge Probus, who welcomed
everyone and read a letter from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and showed us a
congratulatory certificate from Premier Katherine Wynn. We we all given copies of these
documents for our Clubs.

Cambridge Past President, Dennis Souder, then gave us the logistics for the meeting and
introduced the next Speaker Probus Canada President, Richard Furlong.
Richard gave us all a Probus Canada history lesson pointing out the following highlights:
• There are about 4,000 Probus clubs world wide
• In Canada, there are about 238 active clubs with more than 34,00 members.
• There are at present 6 Districts in Ontario (soon to be 7)
He also mentioned that Probus Canada has recently developed a Strategic Plan, which
can be found on the PC website.
Special Certificates were then given out for the 4 Probus Clubs initiated in 1987:
Cambridge PC
Surrey/White Rock PC
Burlington Mens Probus Club
Collingwood PC
After a break for our delicious and generous lunch, we reconvened and were addressed
by Reg Whynott, the Managing Director of Probus Canada and a past President.
Reg outlined the duties of the Probus Canada President, and had many anecdotes
regarding his 40 years as a Rotarian and his association with Probus Canada since 1998.
He holds the title of President Emeritus of the National Organization. He was a charter
member of the Probus Club of Qualicum Beach B.C. in 1997 and is still an active member.
We were then Introduced to Bill Sexsmith, marketing coordinator of Probus Canada. Bill
talked about challenges with growth, retaining membership, and recruiting new members.
He felt the ideal size of a club was between 70 and 250 members. He felt that every club
should have a recruitment officer, under the direction of the Membership Manager.
Reg Whynott then returned to the podium to wind up the meeting and conduct a period of
Q and A.
We were pleased to be able to represent Trent Hills Probus, we met many members from
other areas and now have a cache of new ideas to pass on to our Club.
Regards to all - Art and Anne

Upcoming Speaker - June 15
Our speaker for June will be Ronald Ady Crouch. Ron served as a police officer in Sussex in the
U.K. and in the major crimes unit of the Durham Regional Police in Canada. After his retirement, he
began writing adult crime novels loosely based on his experiences as a police officer. He has four
published novels in addition to his children’s books and has begun painting using watercolours. He
will speak to us about surviving the transition from the adrenaline –filled life of a police officer to
that of an author and artist. This promises to be a fascinating presentation. Hope to see you there.

PAST SPEAKERS
Meeting April 12/2017
We had two speakers for our April meeting.
Probus Group Insurance Coverage
In May, we had a brief presentation from Yvonne McDougall of Johnson Insurance
regarding exciting new group coverage now available to members, organized under the
auspices of Probus Canada. You may want to compare the coverage offered through this
plan to what you currently have. Plans include extended medical, dental, and travel
insurance among other coverages. Brochures outlining plans and costs are available at
the membership desk if you missed this presentation.

Campbellford Downtown Revitalization
The second was Leisha Newman, Coordinator of the downtown Campbellford Revitalization
Project. She spoke to members about plans to make improvements in downtown
Campbellford and to get feedback on what we would like to see done. She informed us that
OMAFRA is investing $147,000 to create an improved gateway and accessible public space
along the waterfront in Campbellford. The project will provide the waterfront with streetlights,
railings, furniture, decorative landscaping and new signage.
This will revitalize the
downtown waterfront and provide an attractive atmosphere for members of the community.
Hopefully it will also encourage employers and investors to relocate to downtown
Campbellford. Surveys have been
developed for Residents and for Business Owners to give some feedback to the Project Coordinators in order to help develop an action plan.
Submitted by Sheila Wood and Anne Linton

Meeting May 10, 2017
Marilyn Buckholtz - Lower Trent Conservation Authority.
Assisted by a Powerpoint presentation Marilyn gave us a brief overview of the mandate
of the Conservation Authority. She showed us the geographic area covered and
explained the authority's goals and responsibilities.

It's programs are aimed at protecting and managing the lower Trent watershed.
At a time when flooding is a main concern, the Authority provides services to reduce
the threat of property damage and loss of life from flooding. The services include
flood forecasting and flood warnings, and the operation and maintenance of 10 flood
control structures - for example, dams, weirs and overflow channels.
In the event of a drought such as the one we had last summer in this area, the LTCA
monitors local water levels and precipitation closely, and works with local water users
to reduce demand and mitigate the effects of water shortages.
The LTCA encourages proactive stewardship of land and water resources by providing
information and advice to landowners.
Environmental education is also provided to students of all ages through workshops,
publications and other conservation information to help the public learn about the
protection of local natural resources.
Visit their website at www.ltc.on.ca or www.facebook.com/lowertrentconservation for
more information.
Marilyn finished with a timely quote from Mark Twain:
"Climate is what we expect - weather is what we get".

Spring
Celebration

315 happy Probus members from eight Northumberland clubs gathered at the Keeler Centre in
Colborne on May 30th, 2017 for a Spring Celebration. Enthusiasm for draw tickets was so great
that tickets were sold out and someone was quickly dispatched to find more, before the program
had even begun! The venue rang out with laughter and conversations as members socialized
before the meeting came to order.
After greetings from the mayor of Cramahe and the Probus Ontario director, John Mattson, from
Alderville , was introduced. John, the National Native Alcohol and Drug Abuse Coordinator, is a
member of the Alderville Health Team. After a traditional greeting in his native language, John
spoke briefly about some facets of native culture. He introduced us to the smudging ceremony
which is a form of cleansing for the mind, the body and the heart.

Members were invited to participate if they wished. He spoke briefly of the medicine wheel and the
progression of being strong first for yourself, then for your family, then for your community and finally
for your nation. John gave a very interesting presentation and ended by singing a native song to
thank us for inviting him to our celebration.
Our keynote speaker, Terry Fallis was introduced and proceeded to inspire and amuse us with his
account of how he came to be an author. His story of his “unorthodox journey to the published land”
emphasized how much serendipity contributed to his success. He told how he had written his first
novel, The Best Laid Plans, submitted it to publishing companies and had not even received the
courtesy of a rejection letter! He decided to self- publish his novel, and entered his novel in the
Stephen Leacock Memorial Award Competition.
Terry was astounded to be short–listed for the award and was “completely floored” to be declared
the winner, especially since his own literary agent had assured him that “you won’t win.” He
describes this book as “the gift that keeps on giving”. It went on to win the Canada Reads
competition in 2011: it became a 6 part CBC series and a stage musical in Vancouver in 2015. The
rest, as they say, is history, for Terry now has six novels published and continues to receive awards
and honours for his work. He provided interesting insights into his newly published sixth novel, One
Brother Shy, which he described as a funny novel about discovery and recovery. Terry, himself an
identical twin, continues to write about what he knows.
Book number seven is tentatively titled, If At First You Succeed, and is based on the unexpected
success of Terry’s first novel It will be a humorous look at figuring out the balance between financial
realities and doing what you want to do. During a lively Q and A period, Terry revealed that yes, in
addition to his writing, he still has a “real job”. Terry graciously stayed and signed books for
members during the lunch break.
Members enjoyed a delicious lunch with lots of yummy desserts and live musical entertainment
provided by Cork Town, a group of Northumberland Probus musicians who kept us tapping our toes
and humming along. Draws and door prizes ended the festivities, with two of our own members
winning! It was a wonderful Spring Celebration, indeed, thoroughly enjoyed by the forty Trent Hills
members who attended!
Submitted by Sheila Wood

UpcomingEvents
Probus Club of Trent Hills

PICNIC
Wednesday July 12
11 AM to 4 PM
LANG PIONEER VILLAGE

*
*
*
*
*

Picnic Notes for Members
Set up for our picnic will be from 10 AM - 11 AM
Members can tour the Village at the low cost of $4.00 p.p.
between 10 AM and 11 AM
Tickets for door prizes will be handed out as you arrive
11AM to Noon is a Social Hour - Food will be served at Noon
Bring lawn chairs - the picnic benches are not comfortable

*
****DO NOT FORGET YOUR NAME TAGS****
* After lunch, various games are planned and prizes
will be awarded - start training now!
There is no charge to members for the picnic

so attendance is limited to MEMBERS ONLY
IMPORTANT NOTICE
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY FOOD ALLERGIES,
INTOLERANCES OR ANY OTHER FOOD CONCERNS.

Farmtown Park Stirling
Visit and Tour - August 3rd - 10 a.m.

$7.00 per person - payment to be made at signup
This is a drive-yourself event

A Pay - Yourself Lunch
afterward
at the Springbrook Diner

Old Fort Henry
August 23, 2017
4-5 p.m. Guided Tour
5:30 p.m. Dinner in the Mess Hall
7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Sunset Ceremony
Price - $95.00 pp - Everything
Included
Payment to be made by cheque at
the time of Sign - Up
FIRST COME - FIRST SERVED

Bus Departure Time TBA

PERTH ONTARIO
FRIDAY JUNE 23,
2017
$85.00 per person
SHOW STARTS
AT 2:00 PM

Beautiful - The Carole King Musical
Ed Mirvish Theatre Toronto
Wednesday, August 30th 2017 at 2:00PM
Cost $150.00 pp

Sign up now!
Don't miss out on this one!

CANCELED

Bus leaves at 9 AM
from Canadian Tire Parking Lot

Join in the fun
This day outing should be one to remember

TICKETS INCLUDE BUS, SHOW AND BUFFET DINNER
AT THE HOTHOUSE CAFE - AND ARE AVAILABLE ON A
FIRST COME-FIRST SERVED BASIS

A bus trip along some of the most scenic parts of the
TransCanada Highway
An outstanding theatre production
Lunch and shopping in the beautiful
town of Perth, Ontario.

Cheques only - made out to Probus Northshore
(Bus pickup points to be arranged)

Waves of
Broadway
All aboard for favourite Broadway “Water
Music” including hits from Show Boat, South
Pacific and more!
With Donna Bennett, Gabrielle Prata, Colin
Ainsworth, Robert Longo and Brian Finley.

Sign up TODAY!

*This special price is available to our
Club if we fill 30 seats for this
performance, otherwise, the price is
$52.00 per person.

Special Interests
Book Club - Members interested in joining our Book Club, please see Maureen Dikun
at the meeting or call her—705-653-3182. The club will reconvene in September.

Scotch Tasting - There is no plan to hold a tasting in the near future, but rest assured
we are planning another soon.
You can either e-mail or phone Gord Reid
gareid@sympatico.ca - 705 653-2474 or Bob Bennett, 2gudalways@gmail.com - 705
653-1180 for more information.
Photography Club - It was a pleasant day for Warblers and Wimbrels at Presqu’ile,
and although there was much flooding, there were plenty of birds to pose for the hardy souls
who turned out - with their cameras at the ready.
Our next outing is the Frink Conservation & Education Centre in Hastings County - May 31.
There will be no meeting in June, unless we have a volunteer host, contact Tony Crocker photo@tcrocker.ca - (705) 653 1100

Members of your
Management Committee
Judy Pearce- President
Sheila Wood - Vice President and Program Manager
Alan Appleby - Past President
Norah McGowan - Secretary
Steve Wood - Treasurer
Denise Kelsey - Communications Manager
Events and Special Interests Manager - Vacant Position
Bev McComb - Membership Manager
Jim Connor - Meeting Manager
Newsletter Editor - Anne Linton
Email: trenthills@probusnorthumberland.com
Web address: www.probusnorthumberland.com
Postal address: P.O. Box 1314
Campbellford, ON
K0L 1L0

