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"Still round the corner there may wait, a new road or a secret gate."
- J. R. R. Tolkien -

The major “special day” in February is Valentine’s Day and our editor has it pretty well covered in this
issue - but there is another upcoming special (if not so “loving”) event for Probians coming soon.
March is Probus Month in Canada. Probus clubs across Canada will be organizing events to recognize
and promote Probus. Here in Trent Hills we are working towards a Proclamation from Council making
it “Probus Month in Trent Hills”. And we are working with the other eight Northumberland clubs to
achieve a County wide set of Proclamations. We’ll keep you informed about opportunities to
participate.
Probus Month is a good opportunity to reflect on what we are part of as the Probus Club of Trent
Hills. From its beginnings in England in 1966, with a meeting of 42 Rotarians, Probus has grown to
become a world-wide organization with over 4,000 clubs in 23 countries from Argentina to Zimbabwe
on all continents.
Probus started in Canada with the Probus Club of Cambridge Ontario, on March 17, 1987. Of 246
clubs formed, there are 237 active Probus Clubs across Canada except for Quebec and the three
northern Territories. These 237 clubs have 32,735 members with an average membership of 138. We
are Club #233, one of nine in Northumberland County with a membership of 163.
The national Strategic Plan outlines a mission to have a Probus club in every community where
“retired and semi-retired people seek to be in the company of each other directed solely towards
acquaintance, fellowship, and learning, free from the constraints of politics, religion, fundraising, and
competition.”
That is a worthy goal, one your Management Committee believes in and will continue to honour as we
move through our third year in operation, and with your participation, many more to come.

Member Bios
I was born and grew up in the ‘East End’ of Hamilton.
As a kid I went to the local Boys and Girls Club and they gave
me my first job, taking care of the games room. I became a
member of The Keystone Program which taught me leadership
skills. These were put to use each summer at Camp Kiwanis in
Huntsville. When I finished high school, the Club sent me to
university on a working scholarship. I graduated eight years
JIM RICE
later, having alternated school and work at Boys’ and Girls’
Clubs until I finished my first degree. During my last year of university I met the
love of my life, Robin, married her and headed west to work at the University of
Calgary as the assistant Dean of Men. While working there I earned two more
degrees and had two children. Then our family went to England on an adventure
while I earned a PhD.
As fate would have it I received an offer of employment from McMaster
University which brought us home to Hamilton - we became part of the Rice family.
At McMaster I taught social policy and social research in the graduate program of
the School of Social Work and acted as a research consultant within the community.
In addition to this, I volunteered with many community organizations. This work
was recognized in 1983 when I was named Hamilton’s Citizen of the Year. I focused
most of my volunteer energy on the Boys' and Girls' Clubs of Canada where I
eventually became National President. For these activities I was awarded: the Boys’
and Girls’ Club’s awards for ‘Recognition for Outstanding Leadership'; the
’Fellowship of Man’ award for contribution to children in Canada; and the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. In what felt like a flash, thirty years were gone
and I was a Professor Emeritus. It was time for a new adventure.
In the summers our family had rented a cottage on Lake Seymour and Robin
and I came to love Campbellford and Campbellfordians. So nine years ago we
bought “The Cedars”, an old fishing camp on Crowe Bay as a retirement project. We
are turning into it a family retreat for our children and grandchildren.
We
refurbished the property under the philosophy of build it and they will come. And so
they have. Sometimes they will come and build it! We have spent the last nine
summers surrounded by our children and grandchildren, working and playing
together.
It is interesting to retire to a new community. Meeting new people is a
challenge as we age. Over the nine years Robin and I have come to know most of
the staff in the shops and restaurants and now Probus is introducing us to other
retired people in the community.

I grew up in Quebec, on what is known as the South Shore.
I met Jim in his last year at Sir George Williams University,
in Montreal. We married, moved out west, and had two
daughters. When the girls were three and five, we moved
to Devon, England. We came home two years later with a
Phd. (Jim) a love of garden design (me) and lovely Devon
accents (the girls).
ROBIN RICE
Home became Hamilton where Jim grew up and where most of his family lived.
We bought a fine old house that had seen better days, Jim began to teach, the
girls continued in school and I went to work on the house. I stripped acres of
wallpaper and miles of woodwork and then started on the yard. The garden I
created was on several garden tours, including the Royal Botanical Gardens’
annual fund raiser. It was also on television.
In my early fifties, I became a student at Ontario College of Art and Design. I
took a degree in a discipline called Material Art and Design. The three main
studios for MAD students are jewellery, fibre, and ceramics. I also worked in
the wood and metal shops as well as the print and photography studios. To tie
all these disciplines together, I studied sculpture. I enjoy repetitive work sanding, weaving, smithing - it doesn’t matter what the activity is, so long as
my eyes and hands are engaged and my mind is free. The materials and the
process suggest ideas to me when I work this way.
Nine years ago, we moved to Crowe Bay. We bought a fishing camp that had
also seen better days and made it our retirement project. At first Jim and I
worked together stripping the buildings down; we’ve taken twenty-eight tons to
the dump and burned at least that much again. Eventually our fourteen year old
grandson took my place and I turned my attention to the property.
In designing this garden, I am trying to place an environment for people within
the existing one enjoyed by animals, birds, insects, reptiles and fish. The
reason for living or visiting a property like ours must be to enjoy nature. So I
have given the shoreline and woods to wildlife and have chosen plants that blur
the line between wild and cultivated areas or attract wildlife. Needless to say,
this is a work in progress, but I’m delighted to now discover wildflowers I’ve
never seen before in areas that were once mowed.
I also enjoy books, movies and travel.

Past Speaker

Our speaker, Dr. Jones, also known as “Mr. History”, has a long history in teaching, research
and community service. A retired history professor from Trent University, Dr. Jones is also the
editor of the Heritage Gazette of Trent Valley, the president of the Trent Valley Archives and
has written over 300 articles for his column in the Peterborough Examiner. Dr. Jones spoke to
us about his most recent book, “Finding Champlain’s Dream”, co-written with Allan Brunger
and Peter Adams, in honour of the 400th anniversary of Champlain’s voyage through the
Kawartha area.
Dr. Jones shared many interesting tidbits of information with us, including the fact that there
are of course, no photographs, but also no artists’ renderings of Samuel de Champlain, so his
actual appearance is unknown. The exact route Champlain took in 1615 is the subject of much
speculation because, although he kept a journal, there is very little detail in it. Rivers are not
named and landmarks may not exist anymore or may be greatly altered. It is believed that he
travelled from Stoney Lake down the Otonabee River to Peterborough and from Hastings to
Lake Ontario. While Champlain had a dream to encourage cultural exchange and respect with
the use of “trade, goodwill and diplomacy”, the actual agenda was set by First Nations
members. It is speculated that Champlain spent time in the area of today’s Peterborough and
in the Bridgenorth area on his way from Orillia to the Iroquois lands to the east. It would have
been safer to take the inland route, rather than travel across Lake Ontario. It is unlikely that he
actually travelled the river between Campbellford and Hastings, risking the rapids and
waterfalls.
Dr. Jones spoke of the difficulties faced by Champlain, not only geographical, but also the
challenges of travelling with a large flotilla of French and First Nations companions.
Misunderstandings of each other’s actions occurred because there was no common language.
Champlain had a dream that “different people could co-exist by respecting each other’s
language, culture and objectives by working together in a bilingual environment”. That sounds
a lot like the Canada we are proud to live in today, doesn’t it?
Probus member, Wayne Buck, thanked Dr. Jones for a very interesting presentation and for the
opportunity to read more about this fascinating period in Canadian history in “Finding
Champlain’s Dream.
Submitted by Sheila Wood

Photos by Tony Crocker

Announcements
VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED
TO HELP WITH THE SET-UP OF
OUR AUDIO/VISUAL EQUIPMENT
The job is not difficult and requires setting up and putting away our A/V
equipment at each meeting. Instructions will be given and
help will also be available while learning the procedure.

Call Alan Appleby - 705 653-4739

SUMMER PICNIC
Two volunteers have come forward to help with our July Picnic.
ONE OR TWO MORE WOULD BE IDEAL.
The plan is to meet sometime after the
February meeting and begin to formulate some ideas.

Call Anne Linton - 705 653-1250

CHANGES TO PERSONAL INFORMATION
If you have had any changes to your address, telephone, email etc.,
please keep us informed. We want to make sure you are receiving all notices and
email messages as well as this newsletter.

Send info to: Bev McComb - trenthillsprobus@gmail.com

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP INFO
*
*

The Women’s Book Club is still looking for a few more members - Call Mona Cooper
653-5215
A new Photography Club has been set up with member Tony Crocker at the helm.
They have already had their first meeting and plan to meet once a month on the 4th
Wednesday.

PAST EVENTS

Our Christmas meeting

Diane Williamson with Randy
Photo - Anne Linton

Bev McComb, Randy, Nan and Dave MacDougall
Photo - Sue Dickens

The following article is reprinted with the kind permission of Sue Dickens and the Trent Hills Independent

Campbellford – Wowing his audience with predictions, Randy the Mentalist entertained with his wit and humour
at a recent meeting of the Probus Club of Trent Hills.“I like to think about the things you think about,” he told the
crowd after being introduced by Anne Linton who told fellow Probus members to, “Prepare yourself to be
amazed and astounded.”
Taking his comedy mind-reading show to Campbellford and engaging co-operative members of the audience, he
provided several mind-boggling performances, each time demonstrating his abilities. “I’d like to take you on a
journey, an exploration of the mind,” he said, adding, “We are all susceptible to persuasion.”
He admitted he doesn’t have “psychic powers, although that would be very handy,” and then conducted several
demonstrations of his talent. “I like to think about how we interact with each other, what we give off, what we
think we hide,” he said before convincing three members of the audience to join him on stage for a
demonstration.
Orian Bambrough, Pat Armstrong and Carol Pearson were invited to create a small drawing and after conducting
a baseline to determine their facial expression and body language by asking them to lie about their name, he
matched each drawing accurately to the originator of the art.
His performance continued for about 45 minutes and throughout each segment his abilities elicited plenty of
applause. Randy lives in Belleville with his family but he is originally from Madoc. He first started performing
primarily as a close-up magician around the age of nine. He studied magic books from the local library and
performed his first shows for his parents Randy and Jean and was soon performing at friend’s birthdays and
family gatherings. Soon after seeing his first live stage magician, he became hooked on performing. He has
performed for many children’s birthday parties, trade show events and festivals under the stage name “Randy the
Magicman”.
Wanting to take his career in a different direction, he started independently studying and performing “mentalism
and psychology”.
Since 2008 he has been performing his unique brand of mental demonstrations and psychological illusions as
“Randy The Mentalist”. His talents have won him the “2014 Quinte’s Got Talent” contest in Belleville and he has
appeared on television and performed for the Quinte Humane Society, TVCogeco, Mix97, Stage RED and more.
The Probus Club of Trent Hills features special guests at each of their regular meetings which are held the second
Wednesday of each month at St. John’s United Church, Campbellford.
No predictions yet on who the next guest will be.

Our Christmas meeting was enjoyed thoroughly by our members, thanks in part to Randy’s fine
performance, but also to our members who pitched in to help. The room set-up crew under the
guidance of Jerry Hazlitt, an unexpected Santa’s visit, thanks to Tom Terentiew, the
Committee who helped with the many details of this special meeting - (John and Judy
Pearce, Norah McGowan, Andrea Conte and yours truly), and our humorist, Sheila
Woods, who is carving herself a permanent job!! ---and last but not least the St. John’s
Kitchen Crew - thank you ladies. Ed- Anne L.

💝💝💝💝💝

Lunch at Loyalist
34 members signed on for this delightful break on a Winter’s day. Again we were not disappointed even the weather cooperated.
The food, prepared by the students of the Loyalist Culinary Program, was professionally presented at
a buffet, and consisted of three entrees, several sides and three delicious salad combinations followed by dessert. Some interesting local wines and beers were also available.
Everyone seemed to be enjoying the experience and several expressed the desire for a repeat
performance.
The dining room is open to the public (with a reservation) for lunches and dinners, during the school
term. Check the website http://www.loyalistcollege.com/future-students/student-life/club-213/.
Perhaps for Valentine’s Day? 💝🎈💝💝
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Tour and Heritage Lunch March 23, 2016
• Where: 270 Brock Street, Peterborough, ON
• Time: 12:30 P.M.
• Price: $15.00 Per Person includes:
Tour of Museum and a Heritage Lunch
consisting of Quiche, Salad and Sweet
Apple Buckle with Whipped Cream
THIS EVENT IS LIMITED TO 24 MEMBERS
ONLY AND IS CURRENTLY FILLED.

Tickets are non-refundable

.

2:00 P.M.
VICTORIA HALL - 55 King Street W.
Cobourg, ON

Ticket Price - $26.00 per person
Non-Refundable
THIS IS A DRIVE YOURSELF
EVENT
30 TICKETS HAVE BEEN ORDERED FOR
THIS EVENT AND WILL BE SOLD ON A
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS.

All events are payable by cheque only. Please make your cheque payable to the PROBUS
CLUB OF TRENT HILLS. It would be much appreciated if you have your cheque already
made out when you are paying for your event. The lineups are usually long, especially before the
meeting begins, and having your payment ready ahead of time would be most appreciated,
especially by the members behind you in line.

President Alan proposed at our last Management meeting, that we consider lunching at two
restaurants in Hastings to show our support during the Hastings bridge closing.
So please consider a lunch outing right after the March and April meetings, at either at The
Captain’s Table, or Jiang’s Chinese Restaurant - both on Front Street in Hastings.
You can either drive directly there via side road #42 West from Trent River - then south on
#45, or proceed to Hastings south of the river. You can park on the south side of the bridge
and walk over to the restaurants. To get some idea of how many are interested, sign up at the
Events desk and mark which restaurant you would prefer. I can then give the restaurants a
heads up.

Happy Valentine’s Day

m

From your editor and her sweetie!
and
The rest of your Management
Committee

Members of your Management Committee
Alan Appleby - President
Judy Pearce - Vice President and Program Manager
Art Linton - Past President
Diane Williamson - Secretary
Steve Wood - Treasurer
Jim Kelleher - Communications Manager
Anne Linton - Events and Special Interests Manager
and Newsletter Editor
Bev McComb - Membership Manager
Jerry Hazlitt - Meeting Manager
Email: trenthillsprobus@gmail.com
Web address: www.probusnorthumberland.com
Postal address: P.O. Box 1314
Campbellford, ON
K0L 1L0

