The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – May 2015
"In My Easter Bonnet
With All the Frills Upon It"

Parade Master was VernaTempler.

On April 9th we held our annual
Easter Bonnet Parade. There were
four categories with four judges
who each picked a winner. The
judges and winners were:

There was a good selection of
colorful hats and the judges had a
difficult time picking the best four.
We thank everyone for their
participation.

~ Susan Vivian

HARRY’S QUIZ

Judge Lise Johnson’s
“Biggest Hat”
went to Mary Wilson

Judge Norma Lundbohm’s
“Judges’ Favorite”
went to Jamie Doolittle

Judge Marg Hannah’s
“Most Creative Hat”
went to Evelyn Gorring

Judge Sue Vivian’s
“Most Colorful Hat”
went to Theresa Smith

In lieu of a guest speaker today,
Harry Nash presented another one
of his famous quizzes. I guess he
wanted to test our memories and
sharpen our brains after the winter
blahs. The 33 questions included
topics such as history, geography
and astronomy, as well as old
movies and movie stars.
Michael Hanlon’s table was
victorious once again answering 27
questions correctly. Of course
Michael had plenty of help from the
ladies at his table which included
Helga Benham, Betty Ireland,
Winnie Gerrow, Rena Thorneycroft
and Joan Hanlon. This proves that
behind every good man is a
woman (or women in this case). It
was suggested by Linda Nash that
the next time we have this
challenge, there should be a
handicap system in place. Many
thanks, Harry, for taking the time to
dig up all these old facts and
helping to keep us on our toes.

~Lynn Wallace

HAPPY BIRTHDAY PROBIANS

While our birthday party today will be
written up in next month’s ProBuzz, we
wanted to acknowledge the following
who have been members continuously
since our inaugural year in 2000:

Eric & Jo Carlton, Ed & Marg Godawa,
Anne Gordon, Anne Grant, Bob &
Marilyn Harris, Pat Hawkins, Agnes
Hendry, Ann Hollis, Ted & Nancy Jex,
Carol Johnson, Larry & Cynthia Jones,
Dianne Lauder, Lloyd & Anne Margles,
Errol Markle, Archie & Maura
McGeachy, Al & Sonja Poppke, Danny &
Pat Robertson, Theresa Smith, Bordon &
Barbara-Jean Taylor, Verna Templer,
Rena Thorneycroft, Marie Van Dusen,
Eileen Wilkinson, and Alan & Christine
Wilson.
Thanks to all of you for your 15 years of
dedication and support.

~ Your Management Team

APRIL 23RD MEETING

Ossie Tee … birder, historian, raconteur

On April 23, 2015, our own Ossie Tee gave us a talk on
History much to everyone's surprise, including me, as I
had written a preliminary report on birds. As Ossie is
such an avid and knowledgeable birder, I thought that
birds or birding would be what he was going to speak on
(and I add that I was an avid birder myself when I was
younger, but not the feathered kind). I then found out it
was History not birds, so I wondered what kind of History
he would talk about - maybe the promiscuous Romans
at Pompeii, or the Boston Tea Party, or the history
around us in Cobourg, such as Lloyd Margoles’ Boys
and Girls Store that clothed our kids, to Dick Jefferies
IGA which fed us. Everyone in the room has some kind
of history. We make it every day without realizing it,
some more than others, so I waited in anticipation.
Dynastic Genealogy was nominally the subject. But
Ossie's actual title was "A Load of Old Henries" covering
the eight English kings called Henry, from the Norman
Henry I to the Tudor Henry VIII, King Henry the Eighth
being the most known of the Kings to me anyway, due to
his many wives, two of whom lost their heads, and of
course to his second daughter who became Queen
Elizabeth the First. Henry VIII also founded the Church
of England in a breakaway from the Catholic Church to
allow his divorce from his first wife, Catherine of Aragon.
Since retirement, Ossie has pursued history with an
eagerness that he never had time to do before. His love
for history began as a kid with a collection of cigarette
cards of the Kings and Queens of England. (Many of us
remember similar cigarette cards - I still have a bunch).
His 20-minute presentation to an audience of 118
members plus 3 guests, was done with Powerpoint
slides which used pictures from a collection of cigarette
cards. Ossie spoke lovingly on this subject with the aid
of the microphone and this appealed to the particular
interest of the many in the audience who have a love of
history. After the presentation a round of applause was
given from around the room and members spoke with
Ossie later on his presentation.

~ Chris Powell

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

The Dame Edna Experience
Fresh from their triumph of providing superb decorations
at our St. Patrick and Easter meetings, our Social
Committee took a group of us to attend Dame Edna's
Glorious Goodbye in Toronto on April 12th.

Welcome to the following new members – remember to
add their contact information to your Membership List
(lots of room on the last page).
Dory Marner
145 Third Street, Suite 115
Cobourg K9A 5Z1 ~ 905 372-1399
Janet Taylor
669 Prince of Wales Drive
Cobourg K9A 0C4 ~ 289 278-3970
Nancy Taylor
669 Prince of Wales Drive
Cobourg K9A 0C4 ~ 289 278-3970
As you know, we are so fortunate to have a great
number of people who volunteer their time and skills to
keep our club active and interesting – and we now ask
new members to indicate how they might like to
contribute – a way to get involved and make new
friends! Here’s the latest....
Janet could be very busy on the Social committee as
she is interested in the Singles Club, organizing special
events or manning a “sign-up” table. She will also be a
greeter, sell Share the Wealth tickets, help with
photography or perhaps contribute to ProBuzz. Nancy
noted that she would sell Share the Wealth, be a greeter
or help with the Singles Club. Dory is quite interested in
helping out, but wants to get to know a few more people
before she decides in what capacity.
Other recent new members also want to help out...
Guy Beauvais and Louise Fernane will be greeters at
the door. Chris Powell would like to help out on the Golf
Committee as well as sell Share the Wealth and be a
greeter. Welcome all!
Address Change
Effective May 23rd Ron Coleman
will be at the following address:
301-120 University Avenue East
Cobourg K9A 0A9 289-252-2173

Dame Edna Everage, as you know, is Australian actor
Barry Humphries' alter ego. She has been delighting
audiences since 1955 with her portrayal of a gaudy,
irreverent celebrity grand dame who cares nothing for
political correctness and shows it. She is famous for her
outlandish “frocks” and rhinestone eyeglasses as well as
her purple hair and monumental ego. Her stories from
life about her late husband Norm (whom she apparently
donated to medical science slightly before he died), her
dress-designing son (enough said), and her poor downtrodden bridesmaid Madge Alsop, are well known to her
fans.
But she truly loves her audiences whom she calls
“possums” (except for those poor souls who are sitting in
the tiers whom she calls “les miserables” and who are
told they will receive her favours in direct proportion to
the price they paid for their tickets). In fact, her show is
built around her audience and is not really a show at all
but a conversation with her possums. At this she is
brilliant and her audiences love her in return.
One must be wary, however, of offending the grand lady
by not dressing for the occasion or, worse still, by
deporting one's self in an unseemly manner. Poor
audience member Joanna had Edna's sympathy for a
moment about the high cost of her house in Newmarket
but Edna brushed it aside by observing that she had
obviously saved a fortune on clothes.
However, the high point of the afternoon for me was
when she noticed some dolt texting on his cell phone
while she was speaking and marched over to him and
confiscated it. The audience cheered! And don't drink
from a bottle in her presence; she calls all that gurgling a
fetish and wonders why everyone feels the need to stay
so moist!
Although Dame Edna's Glorious Goodbye has been going
on since 2013, it does appear genuine. Barry Humphries
is now 81 and has earned his retirement. He appeared as
himself at the end of the show (something he has not done
in the past) and thanked the audience – and all audiences
– for their love and support. Being the comedic actor he
is, however, he could not resist inviting us to come back
for another of his “farewell” performances while he is still
in Toronto. The afternoon was followed by an excellent
dinner at the Mandarin in Pickering. The whole day,
including the weather, was perfect. Our committee is to
be commended on another event well done

~ Ron Coleman, Treasurer and ardent Dame Edna fan
~ Gord & Dianne Graham

PROBUS NORTHUMBERLAND

PROBUS NORTHUMBERLAND

GOLF GET-AWAY

GOLF GROUP

MAY 25 & 26, 2015

The golf season is here and we plan to continue the
activities of our Golf Group. This will be our thirteenth
year, and last year 62 of our members participated. This
is a unique opportunity to have some fun playing golf
while getting to know your fellow Probus members
better.
Best Western Plus
Mariposa Inn & Conference Centre
400 Memorial Ave., Orillia, Ontario
1-800 461-0283 or 1-705 325-9511
Website: www.bwmorriposainn.com (to view the facilities)

Price includes 2 nights’ accommodation, 2 breakfasts,
2 dinners, 9 holes golf on Monday at the Hawkridge
Course and18 holes golf on Tuesday at the Hawkridge
Course.

The following information is provided for the benefit of
our new members which should give you a better
understanding of our golfing activities.
~ Our emphasis is on “FUN GOLF”
~ We play 9 holes of golf on the Monday morning
following each of our Probus meetings
~ We play as team of four people using the
“Scrabble Format” for about half of our meetings
~ We play at 5 different golf courses

Single
Double
Triple
Quad.

$390.10 per person
$279.36 per person
$242.07 per person
$223.00 per person
(all gratuities & taxes included)

The cost of a golf cart is extra and will be paid by you to
the golf course. Non-golfers can deduct $85 from the
above costs.
If you wish to go up to Orillia early, you can identify
yourself as being with Northumberland Probus and you
will get a discount on your room. To register please call
the Best Western at the above number. Remember to
identify yourself as being with Northumberland Probus.
They require a credit card but not a deposit.
If you have any questions you can contact Fred Cooke
at fred62@sympatico.ca or George Lawrence at
barge@ppoe.ca

~ The time and place of our golf outings are
announced at our Probus meetings.
There is no obligation to attend every golf outing, just
whenever it suits you. Arrangements are sufficiently
flexible so all we need is a show of hands at our Probus
meetings of those planning to golf with us on the
following Monday.
If you wish to join our Golf Group, or have any questions,
please see me at our meeting. I look forward to golfing
with many of our members again this summer.

~ Danny Robertson
A married man was having an affair with his secretary.
One day they went to her place and made out all
afternoon. Exhausted, they fell asleep and woke up at
8 pm. The man hurriedly dressed and told his lover to
take his shoes outside and rub them in the grass and
dirt. He then put on his shoes and drove home.
'Where have you been?' his wife demanded.

Anne Margles has a golf cart for sale…. an Electra
Caddie Golf Cart with battery and charger. If interested
please call her at 905-372-3735

'I can't lie to you,' he replied, “I'm having an affair with
my secretary … and we’ve been making love all
afternoon”. She looked down at his shoes and said:
'You no good lying SOB! You've been playing golf!”

THE GOLF BALL
HUGS … THE WONDER DRUG

In my hand I hold a ball,
white and dimpled, rather small.
Oh, how bland it does appear,
this harmless looking little sphere.
By its size I could not guess,
the awesome strength it does possess.
But since I fell beneath its spell,
I've wandered through the fires of hell.
My life has not been quite the same,
since I chose to play this stupid game.
It rules my mind for hours on end,
a fortune it has made me spend.
It has made me yell, curse and cry.
I hate myself and want to die.
It promises a thing called par,
if I can hit it straight and far.
To master such a tiny ball,
should not be very hard at all.
But my desires the ball refuses,
and does exactly as it chooses.
It hooks and slices, dribbles, dies,
and disappears before my eyes.
Often it will have a whim,
to hit a tree or take a swim.
With miles of grass on which to land,
it finds a tiny patch of sand.
Then has me offering up my soul,
if only it would find the hole.
It's made me whimper like a pup,
and swear that I will give it up
and take to drink to ease my sorrow,
but the ball well knows ....I'll be back tomorrow.

“Have you ever wondered how effective hugs are? You
rarely give a hug that is not appreciated or receive one
that does not make your day a little brighter. Can you
think of any medication that has such pleasant side
effects?
Hugs are good for you. They’re not fattening and they
don’t cause cancer or give you cavities. They’re all
natural, contain not a single preservative, no artificial
sweeteners or other chemical additives. Hugs are
cholesterol free and contain one hundred percent of the
recommended daily allowance of hope and happiness.
They are a completely renewable source of energy and
are available without a prescription.”

This delightful little item was sent in by Pat Hawkins via
her daughter Kim. An original Probus Northumberland
member, Pat has been hospitalized for a while now, and
enjoys keeping in touch by reading about Probus
activities through the medium of our newsletter, copies
of which have been provided by Eve Gorringe.
If you know a member who cannot attend meetings due
to illness or other reasons, copies of ProBuzz are
available from Eve Gorringe at the end of our meetings.
And don’t forget, when you deliver the newsletter,
deliver a big hug along with it!

ERRATA
In the last issue, author Cheryl Cooper’s name was
inadvertently written as Sheryl Cooper. Sheryl is rocker
Alice Cooper’s wife, and definitely not the speaker at our
Club. Cheryl Cooper has written two novels set in the
era of 1812 which you may find of interest. These are
“Come Looking for Me”, and its sequel “Second Summer
of War”. Both received excellent reviews and would
make good summer reading. If your bookstore doesn’t
have them, they are available from Amazon.com.

SINGLES CLUB

LUNCH BUNCH
March 26th was duly noted as the day of the last big
snowstorm in Cobourg, and was the day Marie
VanDeusen bravely led 25 members through the
blizzard to lunch at the Swiss Chalet. Marie kindly did
the honors for me while I was busy watching the
dolphins cavort off a sunny beach in Florida! Thanks
Marie, I am sure you all enjoyed your lunch.
April being a gentler month, the Lunch Bunch decided to
meet at the Railside Restaurant in Port Hope on April
23rd. Although cold enough, we were grateful the snow
didn’t arrive until later! Twenty-seven members took the
drive to Port Hope and found a warm welcome and
some good food.
For May, believing at least would live up to expectations
and be the “merry month” with lots of sunshine and
flowers, we have booked the Grafton Inn for May 28th
and look forward to a fine spring day for lunching out.
I hope you can join us.

~ Marian Boys

By the time you read this we will have enjoyed our
Sunday Brunch at Elmhirst’s Resort on May 3rd.
We seem to be attracted to Rice Lake. On Thursday,
May 21st we’ll meet for lunch at Victoria Inn in Gore’s
Landing at 12:30. This is always a popular spot, so
mark your calendars, let me know you’re coming, and be
prepared to wear your name tag.
We’re off to Chemong Lodge just north of Peterborough
on Monday, June 15th at 12:30 for some home cookin’.
Getting there looks easy.
July is Back-to-Brighton month - likely at Dougall’s again
because it can accommodate our growing numbers and
is a great favorite of mine because it has that lovely patio
overlooking the water – which I haven’t enjoyed once in
my last three visits because of weather.
Please let me know you’re coming as soon as you can to
these events, and wear your name tags – we keep
adding new friends to our list. If anyone prefers not to
drive out-of -town, there are a number of us who would
be happy to give you a lift.

~ Louise Barraclough

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS
New one-stop-shop resource for
Northumberland caregivers
The Northumberland PATH project team has launched
a new one-stop resource for care-givers to help them
support their loved ones and hopefully lighten their load.

We may have missed some talent in the club due to
many modest new members. The club owns a quality
keyboard which is available when we require it for
functions. But we need someone to volunteer to play it,
or their guitar or drums or accordion or banjo or bugle or
clarinet etc.
If you play a musical instrument and would be willing to
enliven the club at some events, please contact Jamie
Doolittle at the club or by telephone. 905-372-6465.

Thanks.

The newest component of the PATH project website
opens a world of resources never before collected in
one easy- to-navigate online location.
The new caregiver content prioritizes resources that
Northumberland caregivers felt would be most beneficial.
These include links to helplines and support networks,
background information on the caregiver role, and tips &
tools to make the journey easier, as well as dedicated
sections on long distance caregiving, in-home healthcare
supports, community resources and respite care.
To access the new caregiver resource go to
<pathwaytoagingwell.com> and click on Aging Well
Planning. The new caregivers section is accessible from
the caregiver tab at the top. If you have any questions
you can call 905-377-7791.

SOCIAL CALENDAR
Medieval Times: The Social Committee has decided to
shelve the visit to Medieval Times temporarily. Because
the number of interested members was low and other
Probus Clubs could not add to our lists, it was felt that
this was just too busy a time with other functions to
pursue this event. We thank all the Probus members
who signed up for this trip and for supporting the Club's
endeavors.
Emily Carr Exhibition (AGO): The Exhibition name is
“From the Forest to the Sea”. This show contains prime
works of Emily Carr. The Dulwich Picture Gallery in
Greater London states that the Carr Tour had the sixth
highest attendance in their history for a single exhibition.
The Daily Telegraph totes Carr as “the best artist nobody
knows”. So, how do we find out more about this
Canadian Icon? We have arranged a visit to the AGO on
Tuesday, June 30th at 2p.m. A sixty minute tour begins
in Walker Court and we will move on with our tour guides
to not only explore the art work, but also the architecture
of the new AGO.
After the tour, we will have time to retrace our steps and
explore the exhibit. Then it’s on to dinner at the Hot
House Cafe on Church Street in Toronto. This restaurant
specializes in tour groups and menus were circulated at
the last meeting. The cost is $75.00 and includes coach
fare, entry fee, tour guides, and dinner. Cheques are
payable to Probus Northumberland. Members are
welcome to sign up their family and friends. Full details
on departure and return times will be posted later.
Picnic in the Park: This is a pot luck lunch and an
opportunity to try your skill at lawn bowling if you wish. It
will take place at the Cobourg Lawn Bowling Club at the
corner of Queen and Church in Victoria Park. Date is set
for Thursday, June 25th. Arrival time is 11am. Marie
VanDusen, Dianne Lauder, Helen Beaton and their
Committee are organizing the function again this year.
Please bring a luncheon dish to share with your fellow
Probians accompanied with china and cutlery for
yourself. Coffee, tea, etc. will be available in the Club
House. Smooth-soled shoes are required to lawn bowl.

SPEAKERS’ CORNER
May 28th
“Why are Canadian Seniors
worth more dead than alive”
Speaker Leonard Goodman
June 11th
“Afghanistan Adventures”
Speaker Gina Gillespie

~ Harry Nash

LUNCH BUNCH
May 28, 2015
Grafton Village Inn
Highway #2, Grafton
June 25, 2015
Picnic in the Park

~ Marian Boys

SINGLES CLUB
Thursday, May 21st
Victoria Inn, Gore’s Landing
Monday, June 15th
Chemong Lodge
North of Peterborough

~ Louise Baraclough

NEED A RIDE?

Summer Boat Cruise: A number of our members have
expressed an interest in a scenic day cruise in August
Last year's Thousand Island Cruise was very
successful so we ask that you put aside Thursday,
August 20, 2015 as a tentative date for our next cruise.
Information on our final plans will be available shortly.
Ideas for Trips and Events: Please let me know if you
have any ideas for trips or events. My e-mail address is
roslynne211@gmail.com. I would be very interested in
hearing from you. More activities and fun events will be
announced in June.

~ Roslynne Cooke

If you need a ride to a meeting or event, please call Brian
or Doreen Scott at (905) 377-0103 and they will arrange
to have you picked up and returned home.

RETIREMENT
Alan, a new retiree-greeter at Wal-Mart, just couldn't
seem to get to work on time. Every day he was 5, 10, or
15 minutes late. But he was a good worker, really tidy,
clean-shaven, sharp minded and a real credit to the
company and obviously demonstrating their "Older
Person Friendly" policies. One day the boss called him
into the office for a talk.
"Alan, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic, you do a
bang-up job when you finally get here; but your being
late so often is quite bothersome."
"Yes, I know boss, and I am working on it."
"Well good, you’re a team player. That's what I like to
hear.”
“Yes sir, I understand your concern and I'll try harder.”
Seeming puzzled, the manager went on to comment,
“It's odd though you're coming in late. I know you're
retired from the Armed Forces. What did they say to you
there if you showed up in the morning so late so often?"
The old man looked down at the floor smiling and
chuckling quietly. Then he said with a grin, "They
usually saluted me and said, ‘Good morning, Admiral,
can I get your coffee, sir?’”

~ Thanks to Ossie Tee

Notes
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MOTHER KNOWS BEST
While this year’s Mother’s Day has come and gone, we
would still like to send best wishes to all Probus mothers
in the Club and share with you some of the “things my
mother taught me”. Remember any of these?
LOGIC – “Because I said so, that’s why.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FORESIGHT – “Make sure you have clean underwear in
case you’re in an accident”
OSMOSIS- “Shut up and eat your supper”
CONTORTIONISM – “Will you look at that dirt on the
back of your neck!”
ANTICIPATION – “Just wait till your father gets home!”
MEDICAL SCIENCE – “If you don’t stop crossing your
eyes they’ll freeze that way.”
HUMOUR - “When that lawn mower cuts off your toes,
don’t come running to me.”
JUSTICE – “One day you’ll have kids and I hope they
turn out just like you!”
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THE DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE
ISSUE IS MAY 29th

