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Trenton Air Force BaseTrip
What a great first event!..We set off at eight hundred hours (that’s Air Force Lingo) from Campbellford, by bus, to Trenton.
After arriving in front of the Base Command Offices we were ushered into the building and seated in the Wing Theatre.
Lieutenant Colonel Dave Alexander then gave us a slide presentation showing the changes in the base over the years.
The building that is taking place on the base is unbelievable. Most of the older hangers are being replaced by huge
buildings to house aircraft and other specialized needs. There are also many modern housing facilities being built on the
base.
Our next stop was at the Air Mobility Training Centre where we were introduced to all the stages of pilot training in
simulators. Then we went on to the training facility for loading cargo into the huge Hercules cargo planes.
On to a visit to Hanger One, we had a chance to board a Hercules craft and look around. On visiting the cockpit, we
noticed one of our members seated at the controls and being given instructions on the instrument panel.
Next was an unforgettable experience at the Fire Fighting Station on the Base. Here we were given rides around the area
on million dollar fire trucks. The highlight was being able to shoot water at a simulated downed aircraft from a water
cannon mounted on a huge fire truck. Several of our members tried this out.
Last stop took place at the Air Force Museum for a wonderful catered lunch by Occasions by the Bay, and a special tour of
the facility.
Many thanks to Colonel Doug Annis and Lieutenant Colonel Dave Alexander for all their work arranging the tour. Not many
of the public get to visit the base in this fashion and we do appreciate the special privilege.
All in all----a good first start.
Submitted by Anne Linton

The President’s Voice
“There are no strangers here, only friends you haven’t yet met”
W.B. Yeats

Bob Bennett called me a year ago this month, “can I come over and talk to you about
something”, he asked. A few days later we met.
Bob enthusiastically described his recent visit to the Brighton Probus Club. Highly impressed
and motivated, he asked if I felt one would work here. I’d heard about Probus but admitted I
knew little about it. We agreed to talk again in January.
Meantime I called John Draper, an old Toronto friend now living in Cobourg. John is not only a
Probian but also the webmaster for www.probusnorthumberland.com. I listened with amazement
as John explained there were seven clubs in this county with around 1000 members. Then
what, I wondered, are we missing out on up here on the Trent?
Bob was way ahead of me when we met in January. He suggested a steering committee to
explore possibilities. Under his leadership, Art Linton, Alan Appleby, Dave MacDougall and I
agreed to become the “little engine that tried”. Packed agendas greeted our semi-monthly
meetings but steady progress was clear. If we could meet our daringly optimistic September
launch date goal of 70 members we felt we would succeed. Premium fuel was added in July
when Anne Linton joined and we became “the little engine that could”.
Between January and September the steering committee:
*Acquired sponsorship and start up loans from the Campbellford Rotary Club, and the Probus
clubs of Brighton and Ganaraska Valley
*Established liaison with Probus Centre-Canada
* Established banking and financial protocols
* Printed letterhead and brochures, arranged media events, and met with service clubs
* Created an email address and developed a website
* Crafted our constitution and by-laws for approval by Probus Canada Inc.
* Negotiated agreements for hall rental, custodian service and food service
* Developed forms and sophisticated databases for membership and related activities
* Developed a speakers list and special events program
* Planned our “public Information meeting” and October “formation meeting”
By September the word “Probus” was a subject of much conversation in the community. But
would that translate into interest? Incredibly, almost 100 people attended our public meeting on
September 11th with many joining that day.

The presidents of our three sponsoring clubs, our Probus regional director and a founder of the
Brighton club all spoke and a common theme emerged “ Probus is about fun, friendship and
learning”.
Chaired by Brighton club president, Jean Finkle, our “foundation meeting” saw the approval of
our constitution and by-laws, and the election of our first management committee. By then 125
foundation members had signed cheques. Astonishingly, management committee had to cap
membership at 150 at our November meeting and establish a waiting list.
Captivating speakers and interesting field trips have characterised our club. Maintaining those
high standards is our mission. We now shift our focus to forming interest groups related to
member activities identified on applications. New friendships are guaranteed to blossom from
these associations. But to the membership I say “ its your club and success depends on your
investment, so please volunteer whenever you see an opportunity”.
On November 14, 2013 the PROBUS CLUB OF TRENT HILLS was accredited by Probus
Centre-Canada and awarded Charter #233. The names of those 150 foundation members will
be inscribed for posterity on the reverse of that charter.
Thanks for the phone call Bob.
Bill

We are looking for a Meeting Manager.
Hey folks! We are looking for a volunteer to fill the last position on our Club management
committee. It is a really uncomplicated job with little work. Honest. Most of the work for the
Meeting Manager has been done by Anne Linton and members of the original steering committee.
The ongoing work now simply includes organizing a schedule of greeters for our monthly meetings,
setting up the record of attendance table, placing the banner and flags and tablecloths in position
and a couple of other little items. Already in place is the hall rental agreement, catering and setting
up the tables and chairs.

What a cushy job! Speak to one of our management committee about helping...hurry to avoid a
long line of competitors!

Organizing
Special Interest Groups

Member Special and
Social Interests

Special Interest Groups are for members to
engage with one another socially with the
Probus Goal of Fellowship, Fun and Learning.
To the right is an analysis of the member interests
indicated on the back of your applications and presented
here is a list of the 12 most popular.

EVENT
(Most Popular in order of #
Interested)

# of
Members
Interested

Lunch Out

74

Movie Night

70

Dinner (at home or out)

63

Walking

49

Wine Tasting

48

Music Appreciation

48

Book Exchange

36

Book Club

30

Euchre

30

Your Management Committee and perhaps some of our
members would be pleased to help volunteers to get any
group under way. There will be more discussion at our

Fitness

28

Pub Night

28

next meeting.

Photography

22

Of course, what we need now are volunteers to come
forward to organize these activities. If you have some
experience in a certain area you might be interested in
setting up one of these social groups. For example if you
have ever been a member of a card group or book club, it
would not be too difficult to set up rotating meetings and
refreshments where desired.
Members in each group would be expected to take on
the role of organizer on a rotating basis, perhaps a change in
leadership once a year. Organization of the group could also
be shared. Each organizer would be provided with a list of
the members who indicated interest to get started.

In the meantime give some thought about
how you can contribute to make this Club the
best possible. It is up to you!

Christmas Meeting
A great big

Thank You

to

member Ross Cotton and the
Campbellford Citizen’s choir for
their outstanding contribution to
the festivities at our Christmas
Probus meeting. One look around
the room indicated that those in
attendance were thoroughly
enjoying the show.

Ross Cotton, the Campbellford Citizens
Choir and our Secretary Alan Appleby
with a slightly crooked halo!

The choice of music covered a
wide range, beginning with Ching-a-Ring-Ching, with lyrics adapted
for Probus. The choir continued
through a wide range of secular

music and finished with a good
variety of Christmas music.
The highlight of the
presentation was a solo by Probus
member Ross Cotton, all this to the
piano accompaniment of the very
capable Wally Brown.
A fine offering of Christmas
goodies by the United Church
Women put the icing on the cake so to speak - Thank You ladies,
there was much favourable
comment.

Special Thanks to
Volunteers
Special thanks to four volunteers who have stepped
forward to help run the business of our Club.
Brian Muir - on November 19 Brian joined our
management committee as Membership
Manager. Christine Muir will be Brian's alternate.
Welcome Brian and Christine.

Bev McComb – historian and archivist. At our
25th anniversary we will be able to say “Wasn’t
that a great idea to organize and keep safe the
materials that tell the history of the Probus Club
of Trent Hills.”

Steve

Wood

– Steve met with the club
management committee on December 17 and
has agreed to take on the role of Assistant to the
Treasurer. Thanks Steve.

Mark White – You will find Mark over at the
Aron Theatre. Mark has volunteered to be a
member of the Events Committee and he plans
to organize special interest movie nights.

Above:
*Ann and Bob Bennett arriving at the
Stirling Theatre
*Star of the Show Rapunzel herself

RAPUNZEL
Our trip to the Panto proved to
be an evening filled with fun
and laughter.
The troop of performer were in
fine form thanks to the artistry
of Ken MacDougall who acts as
both director and playwright.
We enthusiastically involved
ourselves in the audience
participation and along with
Rapunzel - we let our hair
down and enjoyed the show.

The Management
Committee of the Probus
Club of Trent Hills
Wishes all its Members
The Very Best
Christmas
and
The Happiest New
Year

Members of your
Management Committee
Bill Hogle - President
Art Linton - Vice President
Alan Appleby - Secretary
Bob Bennett - Treasurer
Dave MacDougall - Communications Manager
Anne Linton - Events Manager
Brian Muir - Membership Manager
Meeting Manager - to be determined
Email: trenthillsprobus@gmail.com
www.northumberlandprobus.com

