NORTHSHORE NEWS
A publication of The Probus Club of Northshore Cobourg
Volume 10 Issue 2

President :

Sharon Holmes

January 2013

sharonh1@sympatico.ca

Mrs Claus Visits Probus Bake Sale
Santa’s best helper visited the Lion’s Centre November 21 to check out the goodies that were up for
auction. Mrs. Claus dispersed treats from her basket as she inspected the scrumptious baked goods.
It looks like Roberta Armstrong was lobbying the jolly fellow’s wife for some special presents for
Christmas Day.
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Happy New Year everyone. I hope everyone
had a lovely Christmas
with friends and families. Now we are off
to an exciting new year
and are very enthused about all our plans. Quite glad to see the
last of 2012, as it seemed to bring a lot of not so
nice news and illness, I spend about 8 weeks
fighting a bronchial infection which was not
fun. Most importantly, this is our anniversary
year. Would you believe 10 years? We have a
great committee working on that function, as well
as our May Extravaganza on Mar 21 2013. If you
happen to have any pictures or memorabilia please forward it. We will also be implementing your wishes from the surveys that have
been taken, so the club will be more and
more YOUR club, with meetings and events that
YOU are looking for. Comments and suggestions always gratefully received. Just wanted to
thank once again Karen Goodfellow and her committee for arranging our excellent Christmas
party. everyone looked tremendous and the food
as usual, was superb. I am certain a great time
was had by all. Also, and by no means least,
thanks to Lynda Mitchell for her great efforts in
arranging our Christmas lunch where fun was had
by everyone who shared in the Lion’s Club
scrumptious food. Thanks so much for your
great support last year. I am looking forward to
your continued club involvement in 2013. I
could not do my job without the help and participation of each and everyone of you. Thanks
again.

Sharon Holmes
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Christmas Lunch
After finishing dessert at the Christmas Lunch on December 12, there was plenty of time to enjoy a relaxing
conversation

Social Events
Please check the bulletin board
for the latest updates on all
Northshore Probus events
LUNCH BUNCH
LIMESTONE STEAKHOUSE
(Division and Elgin streets)
Wednesday, January 23, 2013
$20.00
choice of main: penne pasta with shrimp or chicken
6 oz. steak with side of fries or salad
large harvest salad with choice of
shrimp or chicken
choice of dessert: apple pie
warm ginger spice cake
tea or coffee
taxes and gratuities extra

A clear conscience is a sign of a fuzzy memory.
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Japan

United States

The new year is the most important holiday in Japan, and is a symbol of renewal. In December,
various Bonenkai or "forget-the-year parties" are
held to bid farewell to the problems and concerns
of the past year and prepare for a new beginning.
Misunderstandings and grudges are forgiven and
houses are scrubbed. At midnight on Dec. 31, Buddhist temples strike their gongs 108 times, in a effort to expel 108 types of human weakness. New
Year's day itself is a day of joy and no work is to
be done. Children receive otoshidamas, small gifts
with money inside. Sending New Year's cards is a
popular tradition—if postmarked by a certain date,
the Japanese post office guarantees delivery of all
New Year's cards on Jan. 1.

Probably the most famous tradition in the United
States is the dropping of the New Year ball in
Times Square, New York City, at
11:59 P.M. Thousands gather to watch the ball
make its one-minute descent, arriving exactly at
midnight. The tradition first began in 1907. The
original ball was made of iron and wood; the current ball is made of Waterford Crystal, weighs
1,070 pounds, and is six feet in diameter.
A traditional southern New Year's dish is Hoppin'
John—black eyed peas and ham hocks. An old saying goes, "Eat peas on New Year's day to have
plenty of everything the rest of the year."
Another American tradition is the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, California. The Tournament of Roses
parade that precedes the football game on New
Year's day is made up of elaborate and inventive
floats. The first parade was held in 1886.

Hogmanay (Scotland)

Spain
The Spanish ritual on New Year's eve is to eat
twelve grapes at midnight. The tradition is meant
to secure twelve happy months in the coming year.

The birthplace of "Auld Lang Syne" is also the
home of Hogmanay (hog-mah-NAY), the rousing
Scottish New Year's celebration (the origins of the
name are obscure). One of the traditions is "firstfooting." Shortly after midnight on New Year's
eve, neighbors pay visits to each other and impart
New Year's wishes. Traditionally, First foots used
to bring along a gift of coal for the fire, or shortbread. It is considered especially lucky if a tall,
dark, and handsome man is the first to enter your
house after the new year is rung in. The Edinburgh
Hogmanay celebration is the largest in the country,
and consists of an all-night street party

I didn’t say it was your fault. I said I was blaming you.
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They begin the evening news with “Good Evening”, then proceed to tell you why it isn’t.

Probus Northshore Newsletter

January 2013

I used to be indecisive. Now I am not so sure.
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COBOURG VITALIZATION PROJECT
Kevin Narraway is Cobourg’s ‘Business Development Officer. He is working on a very important endeavor for Cobourgians. The Downtown
Vitalization Project, launched November 25,
2012 at The Park Theatre for the Performing Arts,
(suitably downtown!), was attended by more than
200 interested townspeople. Others who work
with Kevin on the ‘D.V.P.’ include Kevin Ward
(Northumberland Central Chamber of Commerce), Andrew Hall(Downtown Business Improvement Association),the town councilors, and
US, the public.
Besides an inclusion of studying the current
Cobourg ‘Masterplan’, Kevin and the others have
already arranged for a half-day visitors’ walkabout of the core. The visitors’ comments and
suggestions will be considered, along with the
results of two surveys Kevin’s working group
have prepared. The first survey will take place
November 12-19, 2012, on the downtown streets.
The second survey, available to all residents, will
be online, and is planned for January, 2013.
Kevin hopes the information gathered will be
ready to be put into action by next summer.
The goal of this huge improvement process
depends on three basic points:
1 physical change (clean up and beautification)
2 economic development (attraction of new businesses)
3 marketing and communication (reaching out to
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large groups with
Speaker’s Corner
explanations and
suggestions) Mr.Kevin Narraway’s visit today is
a fine example of point #3.
Some specific suggestions named three essentials
for our downtown’s vitalization: a grocery store, a
hardware store, and an hotel. Specific obstacles to
overcome were also mentioned: absentee landlords who do not care about Cobourg’s prosperity
and Cobourg’s high tax rates. The explanation for
the latter is the fact that Cobourg lost many
manufacturing businesses in the recent past. Before these losses, the manufacturing sector paid
70 per cent of Cobourg’s taxes, while residents
and businesses paid 30 per cent. Unfortunately,
that tax scenario has been reversed. Kevin Narraway and his working group of volunteers are
hoping to receive some government grant money;
whether they do or not, we can all be sure of their
commitment to achieve an attractive, economically viable, and transparently working downtown
Cobourg.
For more info or to get involved, contact Kevin
Narraway at:
289-251-0040, e-mail Knarraway@cobourg.ca; or drop into the Business and
Tourism Centre, 278 George St., Cobourg. (The
News, Northumberland, Nov. 2/12,p4)
Jill Mills

January 9
Audrey Wilson, well-known local naturalist
Topic: Monarch Butterflies
January 23
Tracy West
Topic: Northumberland Family Health Team
February 6
Joan Stover, Court Services
Topic: Humourous Talk About Local Prisoner Transfers
February 20
Gary Lumsden
Topic: Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre
Where there’s a will there are relatives.
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A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbor and says, "Please come over here and help me. I
have a killer jigsaw puzzle, and I can't figure out how to get started.
Her neighbor asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's finished?"
The little silver haired lady says, "According to the picture on the box, it's a rooster."
Her neighbor decides to go over and help with the puzzle.
She lets him in and shows him where she has the puzzle spread all over the table.
He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, then turns to her and says,
"First of all, no matter what we do, we're not going to be able to assemble these pieces into
anything resembling a rooster."
He takes her hand & says, "Secondly, I want you to relax. Let's have a nice cup of tea, &
then," he said with a deep sigh ..... Continued on Page 8

Wizard of Oz

March 13 $ $130.00

Canadian Tenors

Thursday April 4 8:00 pm
Bus and show only— please sign up $130.00

I’m supposed to respect my elders but it is getting harder and harder to find one now.
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Thanks to the Armstrongs and
Ashcrofts for providing photos
of the Christmas Party
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